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RELIGIOUS 


,;CCOUNT OF MR. JOSHUA ROWLEY 
GILPIN. 


(Concluded from p. 611.) 


Ts the last Number, the account of 
thisextraordinary youth was brought 
down to the period of his leaving the 
erammar-school at Newport, when 
he obtained, in consideration of his 
ereat proficiency, an exhibition for 
Christ-Church coilege, Oxford. 
During the summer, he shewed 
an inclination to be much in the 
open air; and he and his parents 
enjoyed many social walks, accom- 
panied by a variety of endearing 
circumstances. Ilis mother’s pre- 
scuce, Whenever she had it in her 
power to be of the party, threw a 
new charm over the whole scene. 
she had the art of pleasantly notic- 
og and happily improving every ob- 


ject, still Inviting their thoughts up- 


wards, tillshe had fixed them, whicre 
she delighted to occupy ber own, on 
God and heaven. 

Karly in October, 1805, they set 
out together for QOxtord, where 
roune Gilpin was entered a icllow- 
commoner of —— Church; not 
int tending, however, to take up his 
residence there ein tl ie commence- 
ment of the following Term. The 
Prospect of their approaching se}: 
ration was erievous to them ail: for 
hearly eighteen years they had been 
separable companions. But even 
iow their fears were misplaced, for 
it was only death which would part 
them, 

Mr. and 


Mrs. Gilpin, though 


arare of the advantages to be de- 


ved at Oxford, vet dreaded the 
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danger which might arise from the 
manners and habits of the younger 
students. Their apprehensions, how- 
ever, were quicted by what they 
knew of their son’s character, and 
sull more by a dependence on the 
grace und goodness of God, who 
seemed to have marked their Jo- 
shua for his own. 

At this time, they had great rea- 
son to be satisfied with the state 
of their son’s heaith. He had no 
cough, his spirits were lively, and 
his appearance was that of vigour. 
lis classical and mathematical stu- 
dies employed almost the whole of 
his time: and so assiduous was he 
in these erteerieg that he was the 
first of the family to leave his cham- 
ber, even in the severest part of 
the season ; nor would he yield any 
to sleep, exc ept on ihe 
eround of absolute necessity. 

But while he thus watched at 
wisdom’s gate, he shewed none of 
that self-< omplacency which 1s tco 
in young scholars 3 
betray the least de- 
sire to outshine an interior. On the 
seemed on ail ecca- 
sions ready “in Jowliness of mind 
to esteem others better than hime 
self.” He appeared as one who 
had sitten at the feet of Christ, 
aid had learnt oi him that charity 
which “envieth not, which vaunteth 
not itself, which is not puffed up.’ 

For several years the winter had 
proved unfavourable to his health, 
but appearances were more encou- 
raging at the setting ia of this. 
Before the period came, however, 
for his removal to Oxford, several 
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uncomfortable symptoms began to 
shew themselves, which had the el- 
fect of deferring his departure. In 
the mean time, his eighteenth birth- 
day arrived. Such days were always 
days of extraordinary gratitude to 
God, and of affectionate conyratula- 
tion among themseives. One rela- 
tion, and one only, was admitted to 
share their enjoy ments on these oc- 
casions ;—a maiden aunt, to whom 
young Gilpin had discovered a strong 
attacnment from his infancy, and 
whose life appeared to be bound up 
in his. She also, observes Mr. Gii- 
pin, is now lamenting the “ lapse of 
happy seasons which are hever to 
return. And though two of those 
days, which were formerly marked 
by us with such sweet observance, 
have now passed silently by, since 
our house has ceased to be the resi- 
dence of joy, she has not hitherto 
had the courage once to meet the 
cyes of its bereaved inhabitants.” 

About noon on his birth-day, a ser- 
vant arrived with a letter addressed 
to young Gilpin, containing bank 
bills to a considerable amount, and 
requesting that he would receive 
them as a joint token of affection 
from a few friends interested in his 
welfare, who wished to repeat the 
same till he should take his first de- 
gree. All the donors in this in- 
stance, except one, the writer of the 
letter, are still unknown. Their 
present was received by young Gil- 
pin with astonishment and grati- 
tude. 

Through the winter, he took a 
more active part than ever in the 
evening readings. The last work 
with which he entertained and im- 
proved the ‘amily circle, was Bates’s 
Rural Philosophy, a volume which 
interested them greatly. Towards 
ihe close of winter, his parents ob- 
served, with some uneasiness, the 
return of his cough; but it was 
too slight to occasion aby very 
serious apprehensions. ‘Towards 
the end of March, however, he 
was again seized with an expectora- 
ition of blood, which, on examina- 
‘tion, proved to be more copious 
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than at any former period. This 
greatly increased his parents’ fears, 
especially as it was followed by re. 
peated bleedings in the course of 
the day. A skilful medical person, 
who was called in, seeing no reason 
to doubt of a favourable issue, in 
some degree abated their anxiety, 
But the influenza at this time had 
made its appearance in the village; 
and, in spite of every precaution to 
the contrary, it seized upon young 
Gilpin, and, falling on lungs already 
diseased, no power of medicine could 
effect its removal. While his pa- 
rents found it difficult to restrain 
the vehemence of their grief, even 
in his presence, he met all the 
painful changes of his state with 
cheerful submission. No murmur 
ever fell from his lips, nor were any 
traces of chagrin and anxiety visi- 
ble in his countenance. Neither the 
loss of appetite nor the decay of 
strength, neither his languid days 
nor restless nights, could break the 
calm of his mind; nor would it be 
easy to say whether his patience or 
his fortitude were carried to the 
ereatest extent. 

Amid his increasing weakness, he 
constantly rose, till within a few days 
of iis death, at six in the morning; 
and for some time he employed him- 
self in his usual manner. Pindar, 
Sophocles, Demosthenes, and Tully, 
occupied him for a part of the day: 
Euclid was reserved for the evening. 
These authors, who had once added 
to the enjoyments of health, now 
seemed to alleviate the languors o! 
sickness. But he was daily engaged 
in far more important labours, and 
checred with richer consolations. 
He was still regularly advancing 19 
his preparations for that eternal 
world, to which he was so fast ap- 
proaching ; and he derived thence 
all those unspeakable refreshments 
known only to the humble and pious: 
His happy portion seemed to be made 
up of grace and peace. 

It was about the middle of May 
that the physician gave his decided 
opinion to the parents, that thei 
son’s case was incapable of relief. 
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They were thrown into the utmost 
confusion and distress by — this 
disclosure. They had anxiously 


watched, indeed, the progress of 


their son’s disease: they had often 
guzed with anguish on his pallid 
check, and wept in secret over his 
emaciated form: sull they had che- 
rished a hope that a_ favourable 
change would take place. But all 
such delusive expectations were now 
aten end; and though they could 
not exercise that cheeriul sabmis- 
sion to the Divine wil which they 
felt to be their duty, they resolutely 
stifled every rebellious murmur, and 
humbly endeaveurcd to cast them- 
selves, and all their dearest Interests, 
into His gracious hands ** whose ten- 
der mercies are over al! his works.” 
They now saw the stroke descend- 
ing which was to separate from them 
the delight of their eyes; and they 
presumed only to implore that its 
violence might be softened to all the 
sufferers. This prayer was offered 
without ceasing, and it found ac- 
ceptance. 

After having been a constant at- 
tendant on the public ordinances of 
religion, the Sabbaths of young Gil- 
pin were now passed in comparative 
solitude ; for so anxious was he to 
preserve the order of the day, that 
he would not permit his mother 
to be detained from church on his 
account. When, at an early age, 
he was first introduced into the house 
of God, he discovered a remarkable 
degree of reverential awe, and his 
carriage was always marked with 
decorum and piety. His place in 
the public sanctuary was now unoc- 
cupied, but he presented himself in 
secret before the Father of spirits. 
When the bells called his parents 
away, he seemed for a moment to 
lament his inability to obey the same 
summons; and on their return he 
found a sacred pleasure in learning 
the subject that had employed them. 

he concluding part of these holy 
days was spent in their usual man- 
ier; nor was he ever disqualitied 
‘om sharing in their acts of social 
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worship. ‘ Our Sabbath suns,” ob- 
serves Mr. Gilpin, * still continued 
to go down with a glorious radiance, 
gilding even the gloomiest objects 
within our view, and giving us the 
promise of an everlasting day.” 

As young Gilpin approached the 
end of his course, he withdrew him- 
self from every pursuit which might 
divert him from the great end of bis 
being. <A nearer view of the future 
world served to augment his desires, 
and accelerate his pace. His eve 
was directed to the goal, and he 
** pressed towards the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus.” Yet all this was done 
without any purturbation of spirit. 
His views were unclouded, and his 
feelings tranquil. He was ready 
cither to live or die, and appeared 
to have no will distinct from the will 
of God. 

In this happy frame of mind, bid- 
ding adieu to the poets and orators 
of Greece and Rome, he sat daily at 
the feet of some master in Israel. 
Lhe practical writings of Law were 
frequently in his hands. He had 
perused them with advantage in the 
days of his health; he now studied 
them with the deepest attention. 
Alleine’s Alarm to the Unconverted 
next engaged his notice. His father 
had never recommended it to him, 
thinking its style too severe and ve- 
hement. Meeting with it by acci- 
dent, he soon discovered its intrinsic 
worth, and finding it peculiarly adapt- 
ed to his present state, he shortly 
laid aside every other author. This 
little volume was now regularly ly- 
ing before him; and if at any time 
he visited the garden, to enjoy the 
beams of the sun, the evangelical Al- 
leine (as he frequently termed him) 
was his companion there. He shewed 
by his conversation, that he had deli- 
berately weighed and thoroughly di- 
eested the whole plan of this work ; 
and though he might have gained 
nothing absolutely new from it, on 
the grand subject of conversion, yet 
its warm and earnest manner made a 
sensible impression on his mind. 
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His parents were now induced to 
remove to different places; but 
wiierever they journeyed. their son 
was sull advancing through the val- 
ley of the shadow ‘of death. They 
attended his steps from the begin- 
ning to the end of his course ; and 
though anxious to sustain his weak- 
ness and smooth his path, they 
found him in circumstances rather 
to afford support than to require it. 
An invisible hand seemed to sustain 
his soul. He neither felt distres 
nor feared evil, for God was with 
him. Though he knew whither his 
steps were tending, he went cheer- 
fuily forwards, without casting one 
Wishful glance behind. ITlis  fatth 
and his patience performed their pro- 
per work—che former unveiling fu- 
ture glories,the latteralleviating pre- 
sent pain ; and neither inward decay 
nor outward accident ees to in- 
terrupt the exercise of these graces. 

They were now urced to visit the 
Hot Weils at Bristol. Young Gilpin 
mildly resisted the proposal, as a 
needless trouble; but perceivine 
the —? r of his parents on the 
point, | e prepared for his journey 
with seeming satisfaction. A tender 
concern for their comfort led him to 
assume an appearance beyond his 
strength; and while they were pro- 
viding for the journey, he employ- 
ed himself in ordering his own Hittle 
affairs. lis chief care seemed be- 
stowed on the things he wus to 
leave behind, which he seemed to 
regulate with great exactness. IHfis 
parents were delighted with this, 
thinking that his views were direct- 
ed to his return ; but he was merely 
preparing for his final removal. On 
former occasions, he had been used 
to carry many books: he now took 
with him only an English Bible, a 
Greek Testament, and Alicine’s 
Alarm. 

‘ihev sect out on the 27th of Au- 
must, and arrived at Mr. Irelands, 
near Dristol, the next day. On the 
Ist of September, they removed to 
their own apartments at the Wells. 
Here they met with uncommon 
courtesy and kindness from their 
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neighbours. A gentleman of grey: 
medical practice "expressed a desire 
to wait upon them, provided they 
would admit him as a friend, and 
not as a professional man. His yj. 
sits were continued without inter. 
mission till the day of their son’s 
death ; and though he saw from the 
first, that nothing could be attempt. 
ed for his recovery, he contributed 
nevertheless to his temporary re. 
lief. 

Young Gilpin stil rose and dress. 
ed as usual. Ife sat with his pa. 
rents through the day, partook of 
their meals, and conversed with his 
usual animation, making no mention 
of those formidable symptoms which 
were every day increasing upon him, 
This prevented any apprehension of 
his immediate dep: uture. In the 
mean time, he was disengaging him- 
mporary hopes and fears, 
and was silently preparing to leave 
mortality behind. At length the 
day arrived which his parents had 
so long creaded. At seven in the 
morbipng they jound bim in the act 
of dressing. He answered their in- 
quiries with calmness and affection ; 
but his languor and debility appear: 
ed so great that he was prevailed 
with to admit the assistance of his 
nurse jor merly mentioned. Many 4 
time had she dressed him as an lr 
fant, and exhibited him with glee 
when the operation was over. She 
now undertook that office for the 
last time. While she was thus em: 
ployed, he confessed, that, througha 
night of more than ordinary rest 
lessness, he had been exposed t 
very great difficulties; and it was 
UOTE d, that, in order to avoid these 
she should sleep in a_ contiguous 


of £ - i 
Se€ii rom te 


closet. Till now he had not only 
refused all assistance in the night, 


but would not even permit a light 
to be left in his recom. He pre 
sented himself at breakfast with al 
air of satisfaction, and joined in the 
devotions of the morning with his 
usual composure. He afterwards 
applied himself to his little v¢ olume 
which was always within his reach: 
Hlis gentleness and patience throug! 
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che day were even more remarkable 
than usual ; but his respiration was 
greatly guickened, and he was not 
ble to converse without frequent 
jauses. [le sat down to dinner with 
, tolerable appetite. Tt was his cus- 
tom after dinner to dose for an hour 
in hischair. While his parents were 
watching his slumber, he suddenly 
turned on them a look which seemed 
to bespeak their attention. He had 
long desired to make them acquaint- 
ed with the state of his mind, but 
had perceived their inability to bear 
such communications. And ¢Hey had 
avoided the subject, lest their feel- 
ings should hurry them into an ago- 
ny of distress, and break the setuled 
composure of his soul. Now, how- 
ever, that he felt his hour to be at 
hand, he thought it unsuitable to his 
and their Character, that he should 
leave the world without elving vlo- 
ry to (;od. 
“Under this impression, he spoke 
wiihall his usual calmuess to the fol- 
* Thave long known 
my disease to be dangerous; and 
now | perceive the danger to be very 
great; but I am resigned. I have 
hesitated to make you acquainted 
with my real state, lest [ should add 
to the sufferings I have already 
brought upon you. But I think it 
unhappy, when a man is approach- 
ing death, that he or his friends 
suouid fear to make it the subject of 
conversation. ‘To think and speak 
ol aeath, is a duty even in health, as 
you have often taught me; and it 
becomes us not to shrink from it 
how. I see nothing in this state worth 
living for. I esteem it happy to be 
femoved out of it at an early period 
ollife. Much of my tme has been 
spent in the = stuc ly of laneuages 
| which are deemed i: mportant ; but in 


> heaven that labour will be known no 


nore. There, as Bunyan observes 
they ay speak the language of Bee 
- When I look back on my past 
“" see nothing in it but what Is 
aa. ; and it scems incredible to me 
that a dying mian should ever speak 
o! himself as a harmless creature. I 
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know myself to be a sinner; and I 
have not been even to you what you 
had reason to expect.” 

His parents had permitted him to 
proceed without interruption ; butat 
this last word, they fell on his neck 

and kissed him, with passionate as- 
surances that he had been better to 
them than all their hopes. Till now 
he had preserved his serenity ; but 
his tears and sobs could no longer be 
suppressed, and his frame was agi- 
tated with the tenderest emotions. 
In a short me, however, he wiped 
away the last tears he ever shed, and, 
resuming his composure, thus pro- 
ceeded : * My complaint has been 
of long continuance ; but I have rea- 
son to be thankiul that it has not 
subjected me to acute pain. I owe 
it to the goodness of God, that I 
have been allowed the free use of 
my thoughts ; and I rejoice especi- 
ally in this, that they have been di- 
rected to subjects of inestimable 
worth. When I first took up Al- 
leine’s Alarm, I feared to find in my- 
selfall the marks of the unconvert- 
ed. But though | was once under 
the dominion of some of those sins 
which are there enuimerated, Alleine 
has taurht me, both the need and 
advantage of a Saviour, and I am 
freed from their bondage.” 

Atter reposing himself for a short 
space on the sofa, while his parents 
were endeavouring to recover their 
spirits, be attended them to the tea- 
tuble, wheretwo friends joined them, 
with whom he conversed with his 
usual composure. The evening was 
devoted partly to his favourite author, 
and partly to silent meditation; and 
the happy frame of his mind was to 
be discerned through his counte- 
nance. Iie would not have once no- 
ticed his weakness but in answer to 
the anxious inquiries of his parents, 
to whom he confessed, that he now 
felt himself reduced to a very great 
degree of debility. He seemed de- 
sirous to avoid agitating them again 
by recurring to the subject which 
had lately occasioned so much emo- 
tion. When the evening hour of 
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prayer arrived, they engaged for the 
last time in an act of family worship. 
Many affecting considerations ope- 
rated on their hearts: a deep convic- 
tion of human frailty, and of their de- 
pendence on God; athankful remem- 
berance of past mercies ; a soothing 
sense of present support ; an enlarg- 
ed view of the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus ; andan enlivening hope 
of future blessedness; all united to 
humble, melt, and animate them. He 
then partook of his evening repast 
with freedom and cheerfulness ; re- 
ceiving the attentions of his parents 
with great sweetness and benignity. 
His words, though few, were conso- 
latory, and his smiles were so enli- 
vening, that they were ready to inter- 
pret them into promises of prolong- 
ed life, when they were only the part- 
ing glances of a happy spirit. he 
Bible was lying open before Mr. Gi!- 
pin. As he turned over its pages, his 
attention was arrested by the seventh 
chapter of the Revelations. He re- 
peatedtheconcluding part of it aloud, 
ending with these words: ‘* They 
shall hunger no more, neither thirst 
any more; neither shall the sun hight 
on them, norany heat. lor the Lamb, 
that is in the midst of the throne, 
shall feed them, and shali lead them 
unto living fountains of waters: 
and God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes.” This sublime pas- 
sage produced asort of electric shock 
on their spirits. They closed the 
book, and gazed on cach other in 
holy extacy, and then involuntarily 
burst into an ascription of “ blessing 
andhonour,and glory,and power,unto 
Him that sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb, for ever and ever.”’ 

It was now time to retire to rest. 
Having seen their son in bed, after 
the interchange of a few affectionate 
expressions, Mr. and Mrs. Gilpin Jeft 
him tothe care of his watchful nurse. 
After passing an hour in their own 
apartment, feebly endeavouring to 
stay their souls on God, and anxtous- 
ly listening toevery sound,they heard 
him cough. His mother immediate- 
lv went down to visithim. After a 


Account of Mr. Joshua Rowley Gilpin. 





L Nor 


few minutes, she returned to invite 
Mr. Gilpin to follow her. They foun, 
their son patiently sinking under the 
last efforts of his disease, with , 
countenance full of peace and swee. 
ness. Their approach produced jy 
him a slight emotion. But he ha 
proceeded too far to return. — His 
father, joining his face to his, softly 
inguired how he might yet minister 
to his comfort. He replied by , 
gentle request not to speak. They 
knelt about his bed in a state of tren. 
bling expectation. A short and 50. 
Iemn panse succeeded ; when, alter 
a few soft groans, he peacefully 
breathed out iis soul into the beson 
of his Father and his God. 

“ Atthisawful moment,” observes 
Mr. Giipin, “all the opposition of 
our will to the Divine procecding;s 
was subdued, and we sunk under aa 
overwhelming sense ef His supre- 
macy ‘whose judgments are up 
searchable, and whose ways are past 
finding out.” One desire alone pos- 
sessed our hearts,—that we miglit 
be permitted at once to follow ow 
beloved * where mortality shall be 
swallowed up of life.’ ”’ 

On the morrow, Mr. Treland’s fa- 
mily came to mourn with them, and 
comfort them. Mr. Ireland took on 
himself the arrange ment of the fune- 
ral: nor was he satisfied till he had 
brought them under his own rool, 
where he adopted every means for 
the mitigation of their sorrow. On 
the following Sabbath, a funeral ser- 
mon was preached by the Rev. B. 
Simpson. To attend on this occasion 
they exerted all their resolution ; but 
all was insufficient to prevent theil 
sinking under the impression of his 
affecting and appropriate discourse. 
Mr.Ireland would have detained them 
with him during the winter, but this 
they declined ; and, “after paying 4 
a sorrowful visit to the tomb of ou! 
beloved Joshua, we tore ourselves 
away from the place of his burial, t 
the place of his birth; that where 
our joys had risen without limit, 
there our tears might flow withou! 
restraint.” 
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No. 1811.] On Ministers preaching not themselves, but Jesus Christ. 


| «Jt was the will of our adorable 
‘ Lord,” continues Mr. Gilpin, “ that 
© we should be employed in training 
Sup an heir of salvation. Such an ap- 
pointment was both happy and ho- 
'nourable ; and it has occupied our 
| most serious thoughts for eighteen 
years together.” * And though our 
conduct has been defective in many 
; particulars, we know not, had we our 
I work to begin anew, that we could 
4 adopt a more promising course than 
' that which we have so industriously 
2 pursued, which has been attended 
/ with such unexampled felicity, aud 
- crowned with such complete success. 
| Our appointment 1s now withdrawn ; 


Pour work is done ; and our finished 


| pupil is called away to shine in the 
court of his heavenly Father. ‘ The 
/ Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
Paway ; blessed be the name of the 
Blord. ”* 


a 
To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 


Havine lately been favoured with 
‘the perusal of the sermon of a late 
‘eminent American divine, the Rev. 
David Bostwick, minister of the pres- 
_byterian church at New-York, which 
Fwas preached by him before the sy- 
Fnod of that province, in May 1758, 
Iwas so much pleased with it as to 
be induced to frame an abstract of 
it which Inow send you ; and which, 
fos funderstand the sermon is out of 
print, you may perhaps see it right 
ito publish. The sermon is entitled, 
“Self disclaimed, and Christ exalt- 
ed;” and the text is taken from the 
words of St. Paul, 2 Cor. iv. 5 :— 
“For we preach not ourselves, but 
Christ Jesus the Lord.’”? The sub- 
ject, you will perceive, is important. 
ltinvolves that fundamental, and in 
the present day much agitated, in- 
quiry, what it is to preach the Gospel. 
It is calculated also to excite minis- 
ers to an anxious examination, not 
only of the agreement of their strain 


* The above is a very brief and imperfect 
sketch of Mr, Gilpin’s account of his son, 
may serve, however, to make that inte- 
“sting work better known, and more read. 
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of preaching with that of the apos- 
tles and evangelists ; but of the pu- 
rity of the motives by which they 
are actuated in the discharge of their 
pastoral functions, as well as of the 
rectitude and singleness of their aim. 
May its perusal be followed with the 
Divine blessing ! 
Iam, &c. 
j.S. 


Man’s original apostacy may be 
stated to consist in his departing from 
Crod, and retiring into himself as his 
ultimate end; and his depravity, to 
consist in an habitual disposition to 
put himself in the place of God, to 
love himself supremely, and to set 
himself up as the grand centre of all 
his thoughts, projects, and pursuits. 
In his first state, God was his desire 
and delight, his beginning and end, 
his ant. But when sin entered his 
heart, it warped him from God to 
himself, so that self is now aLt. Self- 
ishness, therefore, is become the rul- 
ing principle in fallen nature, and, 
like the main wheel in some grand 
machine, sets the whole world in 
motion. 

We are ina busy world, the inha- 
bitants of which are ever engaged in 
active pursuits. But are they labour- 
ine for God as their end, or for them- 
selves ? Does the merchant extend 
his speculations to the ends of the 
earth for God, or for himself? Is the 
soldier's brave defiance of danger 
and death for the honour of God, or 
of himself? Does the industrious 
radesman or mechanic, who rises 
carly and late takes rest, labour ulti- 
mately for God, or for himself? Does 
the man of superior rank devote his 
westing hours to the pursuits of am- 
bition, or of what is called pleasure, 
in order to glorify God, or to gratify 
himself? In a word, what do men in 
eeneral Jive for, and to what are their 
thoughts, words, and actions direct- 
ed,—to God, orto themselves? Alas, 
how easy is it to see that itis sed/ 
that rules kingdoms, governs fami- 
lies, carries on the business of the 
world ; that chooses even the reli- 
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rion, and influences the whole con- 
duct of men; that lies also at the 
root of all their sins, making and 
keeping them unvodly ; and is in 
fact ungodliness itseif ! 

The object of the present paper, 
however, is to consider the operation 
of this selfish principle more partu- 
cularly in reference to the clerical 
order, and the peculiar obligation 
which attaches to men of this class 
to resist and overcome it. Would that 
it could be said, that there is at least 
this one order of men exempt trom 
the charge of seifishness ; and that 
there are none in the sacred office of 
the ministry, who are influenced by 
mercenary or selfish views, and who 
cannot safely apply tothemselves the 
language of the Apostle, ** We preach 
not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the 
Lord.”’ 

Now the selfishness which the 
Apostle here disclaims, is clearly not 
that proper self-love which induces 
mento act with zeal and fidelity, from 
a view to future rewards and punish- 
ments—to the favour of God and the 
happiness ofheaven. St. Paulkept un- 
der his body and bronght it into sub- 
jection, * lest, when he had preach- 
ed to others, he himself shouldbe a 
cast-away.’’—Nelther does it imply 
a disregard to character and reputa- 
tion among men. Bishops are to be 
blameless, and of good report: and 
though, if men speak all manner of 
evil against them, falsely, for Christ’s 
sake. they may rejoice therein; their 
endeavour ought to be, to make their 
light shine before men, and to have 
favour not only with God, but, as far 
as they conscientiously can, with all 
the people. The scifishness which 
the Apostle disclaims, is that which 
stands opposed to the honour of God, 
and the interest of Jesus Christ; 
which disposes us to love and value 
ourselves, as we ought to love and va- 
Jue God ; to prefer our honour to his 
honour, and our interest to that of 
Jesus Christ. But to descend to par- 
ticulars. 

1, Ministers may be said to preach 
themselves instead of Christ, when 
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their sermons are calculated ratie, 
to gratify men’s Curiosity, than jp 
affect their hearts ; to please thejp 
fancy, than to convert and save theip 
souls; when they soothe and flatep 
men in their sins, rather than striye 
to awaken and alarm thelr consciep. 
ces; when they aim rather to wip 
men to themselves than to Chris; 
when they tend to beget In the cur. 
rupt hearts of their hearers an es. 
teem rather of their own persons, 
gifts, and abilities, than of the per. 
son, glory, and oilices of the grey: 
Redeemer. 

2. Ministers, however, may frame 
their sermons so as to answer the 
ereat ends of preaching to others, 
and yet may preach themselves,. 
tothe principle trom which they act, 





and the end they have in view. Tis! 
not tobe wondered at, that, at atine J} 
when zealous and practical preach © 
ing, and the most earnest adresses HS 
to the heart and conscience, serve to a 
promote the popularity of a prea di 
cher, mere selfisaness should induce ar 
men to endeavour to excel In these pe 
respects. But however scripturally ce 
ministers may preach, as to the mit: go 
ter of their sermons, and with what: no 
ever apparent zeal and fervour they Th 
may deliver them ; yet if they look “ 

 * 


chiefly to their own honour or inte 
rest, they will be tound cuilty of the veD 









criminal selfishness disclaimed by J side 
the Apostle. Siial 
5S. When men of unsanctified heart Mm 4n ¢ 
ake upon them the office of the mi mir 
nistry, se/f must be their grand iH Me: 
ducement ; for though a faithful dis then 
charge of this trust requires mola —m. 
self-denial than any other, yet arg tec 
there many things in the sacred of ME profi 
fice calculated to allure men of col selve 
rupt and selfish minds. A com{ort: Chris 
abie subsistence may tempt such ag Meir 
know not how better to provide [rg Yon is 
themselves. To such a subsistence Solicit 
every minister indeed is entitled i Mred 
but when this forms his inducemeng™ and c¢ 
he acts from a regard to filthy luctegi deed 
and not to God. How can such apply tey y 
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solicitous to know that they sre 
mired, than that they have awakened 
and converted souls. 
indeed, is this feeling in some, that 
they would be glad to ask their hear- 
ers In direct terms, whether they 
«(mire their labours ; ; but not dar- 
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opportunity of study may also be an 
inducement for men of a speculative 
or literary turn to undertake the mi- 
nistry. The supposed ease and indo- 
lence of a minister’s iife may Induce 
others toenter upon it. The reve- 
rence and respect shewn tothe cleri- 
cal character may have their weight 


with some; and others may be 
wrought upon by a desire of popular 
applause. 


Now, when such considerations as 
these Induce men to eneare in the 
ministry, the demipicn of a selfish 
principle is very evic iat and the 
sume Prine Ip: C ls iikeiy to attend and 
govern them in eve hg branch ol their 
ministerial conduc It will go with 
them to their eee their 
sunject, form theirsermons,and olten 
make them more cilive to the 
words, than the matier, of their dis- 
course. Hence, instead of plain and 
serious addresses, tending to 
and chanere the heart, we have trifling: 
discussions, set off with rhetorical 
arts: or, lastead of Instruciime their 
people inthe great things which con- 
cern their everlasting welfare, they 
so beyond their capacity, and say 
nothing profitably or intelligibly. 
Thus, instead of considerii 
ivy ** what shall I say, and how shall 
Isay it, so as to glorify Ged and 
venefitthe souls of men {”? they con- 
sider, * what shall I say, and how 
shall I deliver it, so as to be thought 
an excellent preacher, and to be ad- 
mired and applauded by all that hear 
me?” The same selfishness attends 
them to the pulpit, where all things 
—manner, gesture, tone, delivery— 
are calculated to please rather than to 
Profit ; to secure applause to them- 
selves, rather than to secure to 
Christ an interest in the hearts of 
their hearers ; and afier the exhibi- 
ton is over, makes them much more 


choose 


att 


melt 


sel iOus- 
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So powertul, 
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ing to do this, they fall on a thou- 
sund indirect methods to draw forth 
their commendation; because, if 
they miss that, they miss the grand 
prize of tne day. And even if, be- 
sidcs this anxicty for applause, they 
desire success in awakening and con- 
verling sinners, yet selfishness may 
Ire at the bottom of this too, though 
it may work diiierently. This prin- 
ape trad cause oh em to atreve to 


and in zealous, ferve nt, gions se: 
preaeng, and to desire to affect and 
change the hearts of their hearers ; 
and yet to advance their own reputa- 
tion may be their real aim. What, 
indeed, can be more agreeable to a 
man greedy of applause, than to see 
multitudes thronging round him to 
hear him, and appearing to be af- 
fected with what they hear; to find 
that he is able to coramand their at- 
tention, and move their passions ; 
and to know that he is extolled as an 
able and godly preacher, a man of 
high spiritual attainments, and suc- 
cessful labour? Som elimes, this dis- 
position will produce envious and 
bitter thoughts towards those who 
ouishine the pe in these respects. 
They are vexed and mortified when 
a preference is given to others, and 
they ave not so much noticed as their 
own partial selfish judgment tells 
them they ought to be. The same 
feeling makes men also tenacious of 
their own opinions, and impatient of 
contradiction. They esteem the per- 
son who will say as they say; but he 
who dilfers from them is not to be 
borne with. In short, itis impossi- 
bie to trace out all the corrupt work- 
logs of this principle, or to mention 
the innumerable miuschiefs it has 
occasioned in the church of God. It 
Was this which kindled the flames of 
persecution, and statned the earth 
with blood ; and itis this which rends 
Christian societies inte different par- 
tics, and fills them with bitterness 
against each other. May the Lord 
deliver us from selfishness as our 
worst enemy! 
Having thus considered what it is 
47 
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to preach ourselves, [ would shev 
what Ib my view it ls to preach 
Christ. 

i. ‘Lhis includes the whole of the 
doctrines of the Gospel, reiating to 
man’s salvation by Jesus Christ, 
through his blood and Spirit:—the 
fail of man, and bis consequent guilt 
and misery ; the original purposes 
of God’s love and grace issuing inthe 


eft of his dear Son; the glory of 


Christ’s person; his mysterlous 
incarnation ; his holy life; his cruel 
death; his resurrection,ascension,and 
perpetual intercession; the complete 
atonement he hath made ; tie ever- 
lasting righteousness he hath broucvit 
in; the various oifices he hath sus- 
tained, both in his state of hu:milia- 
tion and exaitation 3 the methods of 
Divine operation ; the nature and use 
of faith; the blessings consequent 
upon it, as justification, adopiion, 
sanctification, perfection of holiness 
at death, and the complete happiness 
of soul and body inthe enjoyment of 
God to ail eternity. Christ is to be 
eshibited asthe Messtah,the Anoint- 
edof God, the Slediator; the Saviour 
of men, who saves his people from 
their sins-—from the guilt, the pow- 
er, and the punishment of them; the 
Lord, the Head and King of his 
Church, to wnom all power is given, 
and towhom all obedience 1s due, and 
umitted the crand and 
Christ is to be 
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honourably we mav speak of him as 
~ . 


pea 
a ruler to be obeyed, and a paticrn to 
be imitated, yet if we exhibit him 
not in this view, we do not properly 
preach Christ. The ground of all 
our hopes is, that Christ hath suf- 
fered for us, the just for the unjust, 
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that he might bring us to God ; that 
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he not only died for our good, by 
that he died in our room and stead, 
and ** was made sin for us, that we 
might be made the righteousness of 
God in him’’ To preach Christ, js 
to display the fulness and freeness 
of his grace, his power to save, and 
his wiliiugness to save ; to shew that 
in him is to be found every thing 
that a poor, guilty, helpless, con. 
demned sinner, can want, and that 
all the blessings of his purchase are 
frecly offered without money and 
without price. He must also be 
made the centre of every subject, 
Tine nature and pertections of the 
Deity, must be considered as they 
appear “in the face of Jesus Christ.” 
‘(he strictness and spirituality of the 
Divine law must lead to Ci: 
end of the law for rigiiteousness, 
The threatening of the law mustbe 
employed to bring men to Christ, 
that they may be justified by faith, 
The promises and blessings of the 
Gospel must be held forth as the 
purchase of Christ’s blood, and the 
eift of his grace. Of faith, Christ 
must be viewed as the author and 
the object. Repentance must be 
treated of as his gift. Obedience 
must be considered as the fruit oi 
faith in bim and union to him, snring: 
ing from love to Christ, and per 
formed in his strength and grace. In 
a word, Christ must be reyarded as 
the fountain from which all is de 
he c >in which all must 
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2. Men, however, may preach 
much about Christ, and yet preach 
themselves, and net Christ. In or 
dev to do this effectually, they must 
make his honour and interest the 
central mark on which they fix thei! 
eye in all their ministerial conduct 
‘Their business is to win men (0 
Christ, andnotto themselves. They 
must, therefore, choose such me 
thods of preaching, as will tend 
pierce the obdurate heart, and 10 
rouse the stupid conscience of sit 
ners, by making them feel thei! 
ruined condition, their guilt, col 
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demnation, and helplessness; and 
thus sec their need of Christ, to save 
and sanctify them. ‘he rich trea- 
sures of the grace of the Gospel are 
to be laid open, and its free and era- 
cious invitations urged, by the aeent 
nowerlul motives that can be drawn 
f om love or from wrath, from hea. 
yenor from hell, from al! the ¢leri- 
ous and from all the dreadful things 
of an unseen eternal world. 

sveach 


1. Ia: ser YQ 7 4, 
to SCEK tne mselves, 
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If ministers are thus not to] 
themselves, or 
in executing their sacred ofice, how 
feartul is the state of thos 
into the ministry bei sellis! 
secking their own things, and pot uh 
—- wh uichare Chrisvs! Foreven, 
waich is hardly to be expected, if 
such as igh em should be useful in 
their ministry, yet their undertaking 
is awfully hazardous; for when they 
have preached to others, they them- 
selves may be finally cast away. 
On the other hand, how honoura- 
ble and dignified is their office who 
really preach Christ! They 
ambassadors ; they actin his name : 
and of such he himself says, * he 
that receiveth you, receiveth me ; 
nd he that despiseth you, despiseth 
me and Him that sent me.’’ 

Ministers, therefore, will do well 
‘9 examine, as in the sight of God, 

hether they have not within them 
too much of this selfish principie, 
and too little singleness of heart for 
God and Jesus Christ; whether they 
ate not led to consider how they 
shall filease, rather than how they 
shall profit ; whether they are not 
more solicitous about mere outward 
ippearances, than about the spirl itual 
frame of their noni in the sight of 
Gods whether they are never tempt- 
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greater: shew of zeal, and fervour, 
and devotion, than corresponds to 
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tne Inward state of their minds; 
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ther their elation is not occasioned 
rather by self-complacency, than by 
a feeling of gratitude to God for hav- 
ing enabied them to be faithful; 
whether their great anxiety respect- 
ing the effect of their sermons be, 
that sinners should be awakened and 
won to Christ, or that eaey them- 
seivesshould behighly esteemed : in 
short, to examine and ascertain what 
the princ iple is on which they have 
undertuken the ministry, and what is 
the end for which they study, preach, 
live, and labour. If, on this inquiry, 
selfishness should be found to influ- 
ence them, they ought bitterly to 
bewail it before God, with the ereat- 
est humillation. Hiow inconsistent 
is such selfishness with that lesson 
ef seli-denial which they are obliged 
to preach to others, and which Jesus 
Christ hath taucht both by precept 
and example! ‘They drupk- 
ard, the swearer, the sensua!! 
except he be converted, he cannot 
be saved. But can they be Christ’s 
true disciples exceptthey deny them- 
selves? Selfishness, if it reiens in 
the heart, seems a greater sin than 
drunkenness or sensuality. ‘These, 
indeed, dishonour God by breaking 
his law ; ~ this strikes at the very 

overeten and subject. It 
Is one batingg to break a law of the 
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st, that, 
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prince, and another to set up a rival 
iohim. ‘he first is transgre ession 5 
the other, treason and rebellion. In- 
deed, whatever we do in religion, 
and how good soever it be as to Its 
substance, if se/f be the reigning: 


principle, it tarnishes, corrupts, and 
debases all. As it is the very es- 
sence of holiness to live to God, and 
to act entirely for him ; so is it the 
very essence of sin to live to our- 
selves, and to act ultimately for our 
own glory. It, then, they find this 
principle at work within them, let 
them be humbied before God, and 
repair by faith to Him who once 
died * that y which live should 
not live to themselves, but to him 
for them and rose again. 


who died for 
And Jet them be watchful against 
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this enemy of God and their souls, does he not pray more fervently, 


and suppress its first risings; ever preach more zealously, and lay oy: 
remembering, that they are not their his whole lite aid soul and Strength 
own, but liis who has redeemed inthis great work? What! are the 
them, and te whose scrvice, by their interests and happiness of immorw! 
ordinauon vows, they have soiemniy souls worth no more pains? Can no 
devoted themscives. nore be Gone for the honour of 
Lettie minister of Christ euard Christ? Sbali the men of this world 
also against the fear of man; for if be move unwearicd in seeking them. 
his alm be to please men, he cannot se/ves, than the minister ot! the Gospel 
be the faithful servant of Jesus in seeking the giery et his Master, Ie 
Christ. Such are the perverse tein- Jesus, and the salvation of souls ! 


pers of manv, that a nimister must God forbid! He is on a business of 





life and death: he prays, preaches, 
and labours ior cternity. It becomes 
»> doit with all his might. 


oifend either God or them. Poor, 
guilty mortals love to be soothed . 


flattered, but not to be plainly dealt) hun te 


with. But whose cispleasure should One word more. If the dominion 

he most regard? Will those wacse of sellishness be inconsistent with 

corrupt humours he consulis,detend the character of a minister, it is 

him trom the displeasure of the inl equally so with that of a Christian. 

mighty ? Not fle has one Master | ‘Lhat man who loves himseif su- 

please, Wino must bE Obcyed, ees premely, and seeks setfas his ulti- 

men like itor not. Liis messayeis mute object, is in the direct way wo 

on life and death, and ought toen- lose himself f,and God, and salvation, 

gage all the powers of - soul. Sin- For what can be more provoking to 

ners are not in a state to be soothed, God. than for worms of the aide to ) 

and flattered, and trifled witl » What claim a preference to him ; toinsist I ¢ 
on being their own ljord and master; IR ¢ 


they want is, such piain dealing as 
ltheir wretched and to pursue their own will, instead 


may make them feel t 

state, and their need ef deliverance. ofthe will of God? It was the grand I i 

The business of a minister Is to. desi¢n of the death and sufferingsof IR ¢ 
Jeous C hrist, to recover men from HB ¢ 


preach Christ Jesus the Lord as the 
the ruins of their first apostacy, and 
consequently to save them fiom J 1! 


Saviour of sinners ; to urge them to 
come to him, that they may have life; 


and on their refusal, to denounce themselves, and the dominion ofa cr 
against them the terrors of eternal seifish disposition. No one, there " 
death, And let him remeniber,the fore, oughtto rest until this purpose or 
time is Short, andthe nightof death 1s fully answered 3 until he is reco ur 
will soon come, when no man can vered from his self-love, self-seek i 
work. fle is ad yin Om MAN, CO Mes ine, self-rightcousness, anid aaitde. a 
sioned to speak todyine men. Are, pendence, to the supreme love of 
then, heaven and hell realities? Are God, and to an entire reliance on the (. 
sinners despising the one, andslecp- blood and Ms hieousness of the Lon nt 
ine on the brink of the other? And Jesus Christ. [fit be the grand nage we 
is the minister of Christ sent from ness of iinuisters to preach Christ ea) 
God to awacen them, to shewthem Jesus the Lord, it is the business! Be Vs 
their danger, tooffér them a Saviour, hearers to receive him into theit esl 
end to invite tacim to flee from the hearts by faith; and on this depend hin 
wrath to come to his atoning blood? their ever'asting weal or wo. With fof 
e great end of the C hris: Bus 
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approaching ; and a soul once lost 
can never be retrieved Let them, 
miuke haste to flee trom the 
wrath to Come, and receive Christ, 
as he I» offered to them in the Gos- 
pei, us the Lord their righteousness, 
and the Lord their ruler; as their 
us well as their Saviour; 
of the Lord Jesus, 
living God, 


tnen. 


Prince, 
and, in the hame 
and by the Spirit of the 
they shall be washed, sanctified, and 


finally saved. 
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this 
is Christ 


¥ uke il. o amt LO vol 78 born 
day, @ Saviour, which 


the Lord. 


Amona all the creatures that God 
made in the beginning of the world, 
wonderful and excellent as they all 
were, there was none, as the Scrip- 
ture testifies,to be compared to man ; 
who, as well in his body as his soul, 
excelled all the rest, as the sun ex- 
ceeds in brightness every star in the 
firmament. He was made In the 
image and likeness of God, He was 
endued with all kind of heavenly 
eilts: ne had no spot of uncieanness 
lu him: he was sound and perfect 
inal lis parts: his reason was un- 
corrupt: his understanding was pure 
wud good: his will was obedient and 
codly. He was made altogether like 
unto God, In rig -hteousness and ho- 
Ness. IN W isdom and truth ; in short, 
all kind of perfection. 

When man had been thus created, 
God, in token of his great love to 
iim, placed him in Paradise, where 
he lived in all peace and enjoyment, 
Mounding in every good thing, and 


_ 


}! 


Wahting nothing which he could 
istly desive to "oy for * God made 
lim to have dominion over the work 


of his hand, and putall things under 
us feet”? Was not this a full, per- 
‘ect, and blessed condition ? Could 
“ly thing be weil added to it, or 
sreater happiness desired in this 
world? But as it is the common na- 
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ture of man, in the time of prosperi- 
ty, to forget both himseif and God ; 
even so cid Adam; who having re- 
ceived but one commandment at 
Goa’s hand, namely, that he should 
hot cat of the fruit of the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil, did, ne- 
vertheicss, most unmindtully, or 
rather wiliuily, break it; forgetting 
the strict charge of his Maker, and 
giving ear to the cratty suggestions 
of that wicked serpent the devil. 
Thus it Came to pass, that as betore 
he was blessed, so now he was ac- 
cursed ; as before he was beloved, so 
now ne was abhorred ; as beiore he 
Was precious in the s! ightof the Lord, 
so now he was most vile and wretch- 
ed. Instead of the image of God, 
he now bore the image ot the devil. 
Instead ofa citizen of heaven, he was 
now become the slave of hell, re- 
taining no part of his former purity, 
but being altogether deiiled ; so that 
he now seemed to be only a mass of 
sin ; and therefore, by the just judg- 
ment of God, was condemned to 
everlasting death. 

This miserable change not only 
affected Adam, but his posterity for 
ever: so that all who are descended 
from him, experience the same fall, 
and are subject to the same punish- 
ment which he by his offence had 
deserved. St. Paul, in the fifth chap- 
ter of the Romans, instructs us that 
“by the offence of one (namely, 
Adam), 1udgment came upon all men 
to condemnation ;”° that as in Adam 
on have shases neg SO hs Adat m have all 


is to say, have eheeae e mortal, and 
subject to having in them- 
selves nothing but everlasting dam- 
nation both of body y anc isoul. * They 
became,” as David says, ** corrupt 
and abominable ; they were all gone 
outoithe way ; there was none that 
did good, no, not one.’”?’ What a 
W retched state was this to which man 
was now reduced; destroyed and 
condemned by sin, so that he had 
nothing to leok forward to but death 
and hell! It would have been no 


’ 
de: a TH. 
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wonder had he been driven into utter 
despair by this fall trom lite to death, 
from salvation to destruction, from 
heaven to hell. But behold the 


great goodness and tender mercy of 


God in man’s behalf! Though the 
wickedness of man was such that it 
deserved not to be forgiven, yet, that 
he might not be without hope and 
comfort, God ordained a new cove- 
nant, promising to send a Mediator 
into the world, who should make in- 
tercession for man, who shouid ap- 


pease the wrath and indignation of 


God against him on account of sin, 
and deliver man trom the misery 
into which he had fallen by disobey - 
ing the commandment of his only 
Lord and Master. This promise was 
first made to Adam himself, imme- 
diately after his fall, when God said 
to the serpent, °° I wili put enmity 
betwecn thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her secd: 

shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel.’ Lhe same cove- 
nant was afterwards more amply and 
plainly renewed to Abraham, when 
God promised that in his seed & all 
the nations of the earth should be 
blessed.” It was again confirmed to 
Isaac inthe same words. And that 
mankind might not despair, but live 
in hope, God never ceased to publish 
and repeat it by his prophets, who 
foretold even the time, the place, and 
the manner of his birth; the afilic- 
tions of his life, the nature of his 
death, the glory of his resurrection, 
the establishment of his kinedom, 
and the deliverance of his people, 
with all their circumstances. 
all this was done that the promise 


A nc 


and covenant of God, made unto 
Abraham and his posterity, concern- 
ing the redemption of the world, 


might be fully believed. 

Now, when the fulness of time 
was come, God, accerding to his co- 
venant and prom ise, senta Messiah 
or Mediator into the world: not 
such an one as Moses, or Joshua, or 
David : but such an one as sheuld 


mankind frem the bitter 


1 
dc iver 
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curse of the law, and make perf 
satistacuion by his death for the ging 
ofall people. He sent his dear and 
only Son, Jesus Christ, * born of, 
woman, made under the law, that he 
might redeem them that were under 
the law, and make them the sons of 
God by adopuon.” Was not this 
wondertul display of love towards us, 
who were bis open enemies 3 towards 


us, who by nature were children of 


wrath and firebrands of hell? “ Jy 
this was manifested the love of God 
towurds us, because that God sept 
his only OC§ ‘otten Son into the work, 
that we,’ who 
¢ might live through 
is love; not that we 
that he loved us, and sent his Sonto 
be the propitiation for our 
“ When we yet without 
streneth, Christ died for the ungod: 
iy. For scarcely iora righteous man 
will one die; yet ps ral enture fora 
rood man some would even dare to 
put God commendeth his love 
le we were yet 
Such ex- 


were his enemies, 
him. Hercip 
loved God, but 


. 
a] 
SINS, 


VW re 


die: 
towards us,in that, whi 
sinners, Christ died for us.” 
pressions as these do the apostiesen- 
ploy to set forth and magnily the ten: 
der mercy and great goodness of God 
towards mankind, i in sending down to 
them a Saviour from heaven, even 
Christ the Lord ;—a_ blessing so 
reat, that not only can no tongue 
well express it, but no heart can 
even rightly deeeiis it. 

The Jews, indeed, deny that Jesus 
is the true Messiah, the Saviour o! 
the world solong promised; and tei 
look and wait foranother. ‘They ex 
pect that the Messiah shall come, no 
as Christ did, like a poor pilgrim, 
meek and lowly ; but like a valiant 
and mighty bien, with great powe? 
and dignity. They expect him, no 
attended, as Christ was, by a few 
fishermen, and men of no worldly 
estimation 5 but by conquering at 
sav and by a train of the great and 
ble, the princes and mighty men 
the earth. They do not think that 
Messi: ih shall suffer an unjust and 
rrist did; but 


c 


oy 


a asl + > r °c gr ] no “7 
ignominious ceath,as Ch 
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subdue all his enemics, 
and erect such a kingdom on the 
edi as bas never yet been witnes- 
d. While they delude themselves 
1 these groundless fancies. they 
nd reyec t Christ. ‘Pherciore is 
unto the Jews a 


' 


Wi 


h 
denv a 
« Christ crucified 
block, and to the Greeks 
because they think ita 

reason that the 
Redeemer and Saviour of the world 
should be treated as he was 3 should 


1 ala } 
ye cle SDIS SC Gs 
s 
} 


tumbling 
fyolishness 5 
chine contrary to all 


~ 


reviled, scourged, con- 


demped, andat last cruclly slain. But 


whit they thus act, let us, who hope 
‘xpect to be saved, both stead- 
tastly | believ« haat 


as 


sand boldly conicss th: 


as 


fie Sun) » Jesu iS, who was born of the 
pie . “ye 
Vircin sy was the true Messiah 


between Godund men, 
prophesicd oi so long 
xclore Loras truly as God liveth, so 
truly was Jesus Chirist the true 
sith and Saviour of the wor 
the same Jesus who, as this day, was 
born of the Virgin Mary, by the 
operation cf the Holy Ghost. 
We are taurht in Scripture, that 
this our Lord and Saviour Christ con- 
sists of two natures; of his manhood, 
being the reby perlect man—and of 
his godhead, being tl hereby periect 
God. © The Work ”? that Is to say, 
the second Person in the JT 
“became flesh, and dweltan 
“God sending 
ikeness of sinfu! 


} 4 
wid uM 


Re 
ediator 


pa I 
nromised and 
I 
t 

Ie i oe 
aviCne 


ld; even 


panel 
Ci alia 


4 Plillly, 
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"Us. 
© ‘wT q yy a +} » 
his OWPp 9890 In CNC 
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om arganiisisiiers eS ae 
aM a not do.” “ Christ, being in 


; of God, took upor 
form of a servant, and was made in 
B the likeness of men, being found in 
: lashion as aman.” ** God was mant- 
Blestin the flesh, justified in the my Dis 
E it.scen of QUE CIS, preached unto the 
p&entiles, believed on in the world, 
 eceived up into elory.” “ There is 
one God, and one Aicdiator between 
: fod and man, the man Christ Je: 
E lhese Passages plainiy prove that 
hyn} es . 2 : 
pC natures,God and man,are united 
Pp’? Christ Jesus. And if any farther 
p Prool of this truth were wanting, we 
BP should have only to considet rthe life 
J Whicl nN heled d and the works which he 
_ it whilst on ¢ rth. When we behold 
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him hunyering and thirsting, eating 
and drinking, sleeping and waking, 
oe the Gospel to the people, 
ceping over Jerusalem, paying tri- 
a, for himself and Peau and suf- 
fertne death, can we reiuse to ac- 
knowledge that lie was perlect manas 
we are? Therefore do we find him 
called in Scripture sometimes theSon 
of David, semetimes the Son of man. 
-~On the contrary, when we behold 
him forgiving sins,working miracles, 
casting out devils, healing men with 
only a word, knowing the thoughts of 
men’s hearts, having the seas at his 
command, walking on the waves, ris- 
ing from ceat! to life, and ascending 
into heaven,do we not see him pro ved 
to be perlect God, co-equal with the 
Father as touching his godhead “] 
one.” This he 
suid in respect to his godhead. But 
in reicrence to his manhood he saith, 
‘* the lather is greater than 1.” 
Iudecd the necessity of our salva- 
tion did require such a Mediator and 
Saviour, as under one person should 
be a partaker of both natures : it was 
requisite he should be man 3 it was 
requisite also he shou ld be God. For 
as the transeression came by man, so 
was it meet that the satisfaction 
should be made by man. Death be- 
eward of sin, therefore, 


the 


re Father 


are 


in order to appease wrath and 


satisfy the austice of God. it was ex- 
; Ls ‘ney a XT ” . 

p< Gic } tHat O th a Vie diatol should be 
. V.¢ ¢ale . nt 

such an one as mieht take upon him 

* rt ae and setas 

the : Ss i nenaiahe WN alata sustain 

death, theirdue punishment. More- 


~ , 


over, he came in fesh, and in the 
.2 ascended Into heaven, to 
testify unto us, that all faithful peo- 


ple who steadfastly believe in him, 
shall ikewise come unto the same 
place whither he, our chief Captain, 
is gone before. |] ee he became 
man, that we might receive the 
ereater coms rt both in our prayers 
and in out ersity, When we con- 


siderthat we haves a Mediator who re- 
f our nature; “ who 

ith the fecling ofour 
n an all points 


Yor these 


! O 
a 
also is touched v 
Inhirmuties, having bee 
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and other causes It was most needful 
that Christ shouid come in the flesh. 

But as no created being, who is 
only a creature, has, or can have, 
power to destroy death and give lile ; 
to overcome heil and purchase hea- 
ven; to remit sins, and give righ- 
teousness; therefore it was needtul 
that our Messiah, whose proper duty 
and office that was, should be not 
only perfect man, but also full and 
pericct God, to the end that he might 
fully and perfectly make satisfaction 
for mankind. Christ appeared, and 
guenched the wrath of his Father, 
not ip thut he was only the Son of 
mah, but much more in that he was 
the Son of God. 

Thus have we heard from Scrip- 
ture that Jesus Christ is the true 
Messiah and Saviour of the world; 
that he was by nature and substance 
perfect God and perfect man; and 
aiso for what Cause it was expedient 
it should be so. Now, that we may 
be the more thankiul to God on this 
account, let us briefly consider the 
manifold and great benelits which 
we have received by the birth of this 
our Messiah and Saviour. , 

Before Christ?s coming into the 
world, all men ubiversaily, in Adam, 
were nothing else but a wicked and 
perverse generation, corrupt trees, 
stony ground full oi brambles and 
briars, lost sheep, prodigal sons, un- 
profitable servanis,unrigiteousstew- 
ards. workers of intquity, the brood 
of adders, blind guides, siiting in 
darkness and the shadow of death: 
to be short, nothing else but clil- 
dren of perdition, and inheritors of 
hell-fire. Yo this truth Sea Paul 
bears witness In different passages 
of bis Ivptstles, and Chiist himseif 
Iso, in several places of his Gospel. 
But after Christ came down from 
beeven, and took our frail nature 
woo him, he made all these who 
would truly receive him and believe 
his word, good trees, and good 
eround, fruitful and pleasant bran- 
ches, children of light, citizens of 
heaven, sheep of his fold, members 
of his body, heirs of his kingdom, his 


true friends and brethren, the eleg 
and chosen people of God. For, a 
St. Peter saith, ** He bare our sip; 
in his own body on the tree ; andby 
his stripes we were healed.” Fy 
whereas before, ** we were as Sheep 
going astray,” he, by his coming, 
hath now brought us back again ty 
the true ** Shepherd and Bishop of 
our souls.”” * He died for our sins, 
and rose again for our justification ;” 
thus making us “a chosen generation, 
a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a 
peculiar people.’’? ‘* For we ouw- 
selves also were sometimes foolish, 
disobedient, deceived, serving divers 
lusts and pleasures, living in malice 
and envy, hateful, and hating one 
another. Butafter that the kindness 
and love of God our Saviour towards 
man appeared, not by works o 
righteousness which we have done, 
but according to his mercy he saved 
us, by the washing of regeneration 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost, 
which he shed on us abundantly, 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour: 
that we, being justified by his grace, 
should be made heirs, according to 
the hope of eternal Jife,’’ through 
hope and faith in his blood. 

In these and other passages ol 
Scripture, 1s sct before our cyes; a 
it were In a glass, the abundant 
grace of God, received in Chris 
Jesus; which is so much the more 
to be admired because it did bo! 
spring from any cesert of ours, bul 
from his mere and tender mercy; 
even when we were utter enemis 
to him. 

But that we may the better ut 
derstand this, let us consider the 
end of his coming ; so shall we pe" 
ceive how great are the beneills 
which the nativity of Christ has 
brought to us, miserable and sinlt! 
creatures. The end of his coms 
was to save and deliver his people: 
to fulfil the law for us, to bear wi 
ness to the truth, to teach and 
preach the words of his Fathety © 
give light unto the world, to cal 
sinners to repentance, to give Fe 
to them that are weary and bheav! 
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laden, to cast out the prince of this 
world, to reconcile us to God in the 
body of his flesh, to destroy the 
works of the devil; and, lastly, to 
become a propitiation for our sins, 
and not for ours only, but also for 
the sins of the whole world. 

These were the chief ends for 
which Christ became man; not for 
any advantage he couid derive trom 
it, but only for our sakes; that we 
might understand the will of God, 
be partakers of his heavemy light, 
be delivered from the power of Sa- 
tan, released from the burden of sin, 
justified through faith in his blood, 
and tinally received up Into everiast- 
ing glory, there to reign with him 
for ever. Was it not a great and 
singular love of Christ towards man- 
kind, that though he wasthe “ bright- 
ness of his Father’s giory, and the 
express image of his person,” he 
should nevertheless humble himself, 


and take upon him the form of a ser- 


vant, and this only to save and re- 
deem us? Oh! how much are we 
bound by this goodness of God! 
How many thanks and praises do 
we owe unto him, for this our salva- 
tion, wrought for us by his dear and 
only Son Jesus Christ, who becamea 
pisrim on earth, to make us Citi- 
zens of heaven; who became the 
Son of man, to make us the sons of 
God; who became obedient to the 
law, to deliver us from the curse of 
the law ; who became poor, to make 
us rich 5 vile, to make us precious ; 
subject to death, that we might live 
forever! What greater love than 
this could we desire at the hands of 
God! 

Let us not, therefore, ever forget 
this exceeding great love of our 
Lord and Saviour, nor sbew our- 
Selves unthankful towards him ; but 
let us love him, fear him, ebey him, 
and serve him. Let us confess him 
with our mouths, praise him with 
our tongues, believe on him with 
our hearts, and e¢lorify him by our 
s0od works. Christ is the light: 
iet us receive the light. Christ is 
the truth ; let us believe the truth. 
Christ is the way ; let us follow the 

a ; YT 


=——— a - ® 


igi1.] Family Sermons.—No. XX XV. On Luke ii. 2. Christmas. 685 


way. And because he is our only 
Master, our only Teacher, our only 
Snepherd and chief Captain ; there- 
fore let us become his servants, his 
scholars, his sheep, his soldiers. 
As for sin, the flesh, the world, and 
the devil, whose servants and bond- 
slaves we were belore the coming of 
Christ, let us utterly cast them off, 
and renounce them, as the great 
enemies of our souls. And bemg 
once delivered from their cruei ty- 
ranny by Christ, let us never fall 
into their hands again, lest our latter 
end should be worse than our begin- 
ning. But “ he that endureth to the 
end, shall be saved.’ ‘“ Be thou 
faithful unto death, and I wiil give 
thee a crown of life.” He that 
putteth his hand to the plough and 
looketh back, is not fit for the king- 
dom of God.’ Therefore let us 
be “ steadfast, unmoveabie, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord.” 
Let us receive Christ, not for a time, 
but for ever; let us become his ser- 
vants, not for a time, but for ever; 
let us believe his word, not for a 
time, but for ever; remembering 
that he hath redeemed and saved 
us, not for a time, but for ever, and 
will receive us into his heavenly 
kinedom, there to reign with him, 
not for a time, but tor ever. To 
him therefore, with the Father and 
the H:ly Ghost, be all honour, 
praise, and glory, for ever and ever. 
—-Amen.* 





* The reader of the above sermon will 
easily recognise in it, * An Homily con- 
cerning the Nativity and Birth of our Sa- 
viour Jesus Clirist.” The alterations which 
it has undergone do not in any degree <f- 
fect the sense. They consist chiefly in the 
omission of a few passages, which seemed 
less seasonable in the present day than they 
were in the days ot Elizabeth ; and w the 
eceasional substitution of a more modern 
phraseology, which has served rather to 
abate than to aggravate the intensity of 
particular expressions on the subject of 
human corruption. Had the Bishop of Lins 
coln, or the Quarterly Reviewers, met with 
the same language in any modern divine, 
they would doubtless have reprobated it as 
Calvinistic. This, at least, we may ven- 
ture to say, that they will find it difficult 
to produce, from the writings of any mo- 
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To the Editor of the Christian Observer. 
= 


ALLow me, Mr. Lditor, to notice 
the paper of Exxvias, which apj)-eared 
In your number lor September. 1 
Wiil notsay that I excuse the freedom 
of your correspoudenv’’s auimadver- 
SIONS Of My papel, INserted in your 
Number for july : 1 teed rcaliy oblig- 
ed to him tor the attenuon he tas 
paid to a very interesting subject, as 
well as for the friendly and candid 
Manner in which he has expressed 
his difference of opinion, My de- 
sign, in addressing you at present, 1s 
merely to free from apparent Incon- 
Sisiency the passages of my paper 
quoted by your respectable corres- 
pondent. Let it, then, be observed, 
that it was my intention, in that pa- 
per, to recommend such an intro- 
duction of the Gospel into a parish 
ignorant of it, as may be calculated 
to win the affections of the people, 
and, as it were, insensibly to draw 
their attention to, and fix it on, the 
humiliating doctrines of the Cross. 
Lest, however, this recommenda- 
tion should be misinterpreted, and 
wrested to authorize an accommo- 
dation of evangelical truth to the 
depraved nature and corrupt incli- 
nations of man, it was necessary to 
ruard against abuse by stating expli- 
citly that no such accommodation 
is, for a moment, to be allowed. 
Phough the distinguishing doctrines 
of the Gospel are to be preached in 








dern Calvinist of the Church of England, 
or even from the writings of Calvin hitm- 
self, declarations on this subject which are 


more unqualified in respect to the extent of 


human degeneracy, or which are more uni- 
versal in their application, than these which 
are contained in tuis homily. But is the ho- 
mily therefore Calvinistic ? Certainly that is 
not our opinion ; but, on their own princi- 
ples, the Bishop ef Lincoln and the Quar- 


terly Reviewers are bound to think so. The’ 


dilemma in which trey are placed is this :— 
they must admit cither that the Homilies 
are Calvinistic; or that they have rashly 
confounded with the peculiarities of Calvin- 
ism, what are the clear and determinate 
views of the Church of England (and, need 
we add, of the Holy Scriptures) on the 
subject of Original Sin, 


a gradual and conciliatory manner, 
suill these doctrines are, in no jp. 
stance, to be trittered away cr ip. 
fringed upon: they are to be retuin. 
ed in ail their purity 5 are to bend 
to po pecuilar cases 5 and are, at 
lenyih, to be tully developed. [f 
they are not all at once to be brouxiht 
forward 11 a broad and familiar man. 
her, stul they are never to be be- 
trayed. if they are to be graduaily 
disclosed, still their place 1s never 
to be suppiled by a base and unlawiul 
mixture of scriptural truth and hu- 
man inventious.—I flatter myself 
that this explanation will cause all 
inconsisteucy to disappear ; and thai 
Kiias will, upon referring to the pa- 
per in question, perceive that the 
two passages, which he has quoted 
tovether, cannot, if viewed in their 
proper connection, be thought irre- 
concilable. 

Aiter what has been urged by 
Academicus and Elias, it may be 
expected that I should either retract 
the opinion expressed in a former 
paper, or advance something farther 
in support of it. I would briefly 
say, that, whilst I value the paper 
of Elias, as containing many uselul 
hints and important tautions ; and 
whilst I think that the peculiar cir 
cumstances of some people may re 
quire peculiar conduct in their mini- 
sters, to whose discretion the matter 
must be left; still Iam of opinion 
that a clergyman, succceding to 4 
parish iznorant of the Gospel, will 
in eeneral, find it conducive to his 
uselulness to lay hold on some gene- 
ral truths and leading principles of 
relicion, speculatively allowed by 
his people : these he may insist up- 
on, ifiustrate, and carry to their ut 
most extent; and by these he may 
prepare the way for that full disclo- 
sure of evangelical truth, to which 
his parish has been unaccustomed. I 
do not think that any great length 
of time will be spent in the prosecu- 
tion of this introductory plan ; not 
do I, with Academicus, feel appre- 
hensive, lest, whilst a minister thus 
acts, any of his hearers should perish 
for lack of knowledge. If, from 4 
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sincere and earnest desire to pro- 
mote the glory of God and the sal- 
yation of perishing sinners, he thus 
begins the work of instructing his 
people, his sermons will, I think, 
coutain that which will awaken the 
attention, interest the feelings, and 
afiect the hearts of his hearers ; 
that which will stir them up to In- 
quire Into their real conditicn, and 
will finaliy lead to true repentance 
and sound conversion. If he fer- 
yently implore the bies-ing of God 
on bis labours, he will not, lam per- 
suaded, work in vain. Elias” pro- 
poses, for the imitation of ministers, 
the example of the aposiles and first 
publishers of Chrisilanity ; and most 
cordially do T agree with him in 
thinking that c4ezr conduct furnishes 
the best rules for their successors 
of the present day. Sul, however, 
I would inquire. Whether, as far as 
their circumstances admit the com- 
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parison, they did not act somewhat 
in the way proposed in my former 
paper? Whether to Jews they did 
not found the preaching of the Gos- 
pel on the economy and peculiar 
views of Judaism ? And whether the 
condition of the Gentiles, with whom 
they had few principles in common, 
did not render necess«ry, with re- 
spect tothem, a manner of proceed- 
ing pot altogether applicable to the 
professed Christians of modera 
times ? 

With these inquiries I conclude ; 
assuring you, Mr. Editor, end your 
readers, that it is my earnest wish 
and iervent prayer that the ever- 
blessed Gospel may spread throughe- 
out ihe world; and that those who 
are commissioned to publish it, may 
be divinely directed to the adoption 
of the means best calculated to give 
success to their message ! 

N—2Z. 








MISCELLAN 


‘Yo the Editor of the Christran Observer. 

(Continued from jp. 627.) 
I sHaLt conclude this paper by 
guarding your readers against some 
evils not uncommon in families, 
Which are in direct hostility with 
the principles laid down above. This 
Will shorten what I should otherwise 
say In my future communications on 
education. 

1. Let a parent be particularly 
onliis guard against his faults and 
Weaknesses when in the bosom of 
his family. The reverse is not sel- 
dom the case. The circumspection 
and restraint practised abroad, are 
often greatly relaxed at home. Here, 
liberties and self-indulgences are 
thought more allowable ; wrone 
‘empers are not instantly repressed 
in the bosom, and are suffered to 
deform the countenance, and also 
sometimes to break out in unchris- 
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tian tones, expressions, and con- 
duct. We must all have observed 
this in others ; and few of us, I con- 
ceive, are unconscious of having 
been sometimes taken by surprise 
on the entrance of a friend, of hav. 
ing felt that it was necessary to recal 
both the mind and the face to greater 
serenity and benignity, in order to 
receive him properly. Now, can 
we seriously think, that a heartanda 
countenance unfit for our friend, was 
fit for our children, who surrounced 
us before his arrival? Can we esti- 
mate the mischief which such moral 
deformity, placed before their eyes 
in the person of their father. may 
produce ? Some one says, that no 
man is a hero before his valet-de- 
chambre. I will not stop to inquire 


what is becoming in a hero; buta 
Christian certainly ought, if possible, 
to be more a Christian before his fa- 
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mily, where his influence is great- 
est, and the effects of his example 
the most important, than in any 
other situation. Juvenal has said, 
“ maxima debetur pueris reveren- 
tia ;? though his view of education 
was only to prepare youth for an up- 
right and able discharge of their 
common duties in this life, with lit- 
tle regard to God or eternity. How 
deep then ought his maxim to sink 
into the heart of a Christian, whose 
views are so much higher, and who 
is to educate beings called to per- 
form all their duties as those who 
now sit in heavenly places, and are 
kings and priests unto God! 

2. Never make mere playthings 
of your children. Many fathers 
treat their little ones as if nothing 
was to be sought in their society but 
mutual amusement. All is good- 
humour when they are together ; 
and therefore all is supposed to be 
right, though there be little besides 
folly and self-indulgence on one 
side, and improper liberties, caprice, 
self-will, or artifice, on the other. 
In short, there seems to be a sort of 
conspiracy between the patties to 
indulge the natural man. The child 
is often even taught to be indeco- 
rous,and mischievous, and saucy, for 
the amusement ofits parent. What 
excuse can be made for such a 
scene? The poor child is greatly 
to be pitied; but really the parent, 
if we were to look no further, would 
appear to be a sort of monster, de- 
void of principle, of fecling, and of 
commen sense. Follow him, how- 
ever, to his serious occupations, and 
you may find him a useful and re- 
spectable man. What a shanic, that 
he is insensible to the high destiny 
and unspeakable value of the little 
creature whom heis spoiling, forthe 
sake ofhalfanhour’s foolish trifling! 
What would he say of any one who 
threw about his gold repeater as if 
it were a ball, or made marbles of 
his wile’s jewels! And yet his own 
folly is Iniinitely greater. The crea- 
tures whom he is placing in such 
danger for his sport, are infinitely 
more precious than gold, which pe- 
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risheth; and pearlsand diamonds are 
worthjess compared with them. One 
would think that mere selfishness 
might restrain such absurdity, even 
in a man who did noi extend his 
view beyond this world. The time 
may come, when the evil fostered in 
the child will be a scourge to the 
parent, and when he wiil be made 
its victim, with the less regret from 
a recollection that these scenes of 
egregious folly had underniined that 
natural respect which would other. 
wise have been a check to ill con- 
duct on the part of his child.—May 
parents, then, never relax with their 
children? must they always sustain 
the grave character of a tutor? Most 
certainly they may, and ought, fre- 
quently to relax with them, and 
even to take pains to make them 
happy: but they may combine this 
extremely well wih a_ constant 
recollection of the immortal nature 
and high value of their children, 
for whom Christ died, and witha 
suitable behaviour towards them, 
A father will soon learn, in such 
playful moments, “ miscere utile 
dulci;” or, according to our English 
proverb, to “be merry and wise;” 
and he willrank such seasons among 
those which wre mest tmportant for 
checking what Is wrong in a child, 
fostering what is right, instilling 
good principles, infusing a just ap 
preciation of things, and a taste for 
what is lovely and of good report 
All the good seed sown on such oc 
casions will be so combined with the 
child’s pleasures and affections, a 
with God’s blessine, to take deep 
root in the soul, and promise avi 
eorous abd permanent growth. 

». To managing a child, let a pr 
rent always have the child’s good, 
rather than his own ease, in view. 


In 

















domestic education, Don" 
be so troublesome,’”’ 1s perhaps the 
niost common of all our complains 
when parents address their childre?. 
It is true, children ought not to be 
suffered to be troublesome, sinc 
both kindness and propriety forb! 
them to be so: but the tone of th 
complaint generally shews vel! 
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clearly that the great grievance iSy 
not that the child has those disposi- 
sons which make it troubicsome, 
‘ut that others, and particularly the 
complainant, are troubled. Phus 
the child soon discovers, that it 1s 
corrected rather for the ease of its 
parents and attendants, than for its 
own good ; and it has before it an 
exrmple and a lesson of selfishness, 
which may do it as much harm as it 
receives benefit from the check given 
toa bad habit—-What ought to be 
done on such occasions? Undoubt- 
ediv the troublesome practice should 
be prevented ; but this should be 
done in a way to shew the child that 
the parent would willingly submit to 
trouble, to promote its good; but 
that such dispositions as lead it to 
trouble others, are unchristian, and 
must be eradicated. The pleasure 
a Christian will have in giving plea- 
sure, and his pain in occasioning 
pein. must be pointed out, and prov- 
ed and illustrated. As nothing is to 
be comsbated in children with more 
care ald perseverance than selfish- 
ness, so nothing is to be more strictly 
enarded against in parental exam- 
ple The child is to be taught to 
make sacrifices cheerfully, and to 
deny himself, and take up his cross ; 
an the parent must be especially 
careful that his own example forward 
the learning of this difficult lesson. 
Ov eecasions in which the admoni- 
tion is “don’t be troublesome,” 
would not “don’t be thoughtless,” 
“don’t be violent,’’ or ** don’t be un- 
kind,” be «ften more appropriate ? 
Is itexpedient very generally to use 
a mode of expression which points 
to the effect rather than the cause of 
a child’s conduct; to the conse- 
quences produced to others, rather 
than the state of his own mind? 

4. In correcting a fault, look to the 
heart rather than to the outward act. 

How common is it for parents to 
pursue the opposite course! They 
are satisied with condemning and 
preventing wrong conduct, without 
much attending to the temper of 
mind in which their animadyersions 
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are received, and the child is often 
left unhumblied and discontented, 
and in a state as displeasing to God as 
when it was committing the fault in 
question. This mode of proceeding 
appears to me essentially wrong, and 
productive of serious evil. It does 
not bring the child to repentance be- 
fore God, and to peace with him. 
It directs its view to the maintenance 
of decency in externals, rather than 
to a jealous scrutiny of its motives 
and dispositions, and an earnest de- 
sire of reconciliation with its God, 
after having offended him. Though 
these marks of true repentance can- 
not be expected at’ so early an age 
in their full extent, yet a broad 
foundation for them is often laid 
during the two or three first years 
of infancy. On the other hand, when 
we see a child scowl, or snatch up 
his shoulders, or pout and redden, 
on being blamed, can the rebellious 
and unbending spirit within be doubt- 
ed? Is he humbled for his fault, and 
in a spirit to forsake it and seek for- 
giveness? Is there any putting off 
of the old man, and putting on of 
the new man? And yet. can it be 
denied that this is the only temper 
to which the promise of pardon is 
made? It is the temper in which 
adults must come to Christ for par- 
don and peace ; and it is therefore 
the temper to which, from the very 
dawn of reason, we should endeavour 
to bring children. 

In our endeavours to effect this 
great object, kind and mild and se- 
rene, but steady. perseverance is to 
be employed. There must be nei- 
ther violence nor hurry. If the 
child is impatient, some constraint, 
if necessary, must be used to prevent 
ebullitions of passion or fretfulness, 
and time must be given for it to re- 
cover itself: then steady and un- 
wearied, but calm and affectionate, 
addresses to its reason and feelings 
must be used, suited to its age and 
habits and natural disposition. The 
sagacity and ingenuity of the parent 
must be tasked to select the best 
topics, and handle them in the best 
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manner, for the production of the de- 
sired effect. But, above all, his eye 
must be upon God for guidance and 
a blessing, and for putting his own 
mind in the frame best adapted to win 
upon the affections of the child, and 
impress his heart. The dawntue's of 
a rignt spirit must be hailed ; open- 
ness and confidence must be courted 
and encouraged ; the kindness of God 
and Christ to penitents must be us 
luily and touchingly insisted upon as 
their hatred of sin. Care must be 
taken not to overstrain or overpower 
the feelings ; and when any Canger 
of this appears, a pause must tuk 

place till they are relieved, and seif- 
cominand is regained, This course 
admits of great variations, and must 
be carefully adapted to the aye and 
character and attainments of the 
child: but I think I can say from ex- 
perience, that it will seldom Hf ever 
fail of success if steadily and habitu- 
ally pursued. It may be said to begin 
from nothing, and for several mouths 
avery small part of it will be brought 
forwards, though there will be a con- 
tinual progress as the mind of the 
child epens, and something righi in 
moral feeling and habitis established. 
It will begin to learn the cifference 
between being good and naughty ; 
then, that though it cesists from do- 
ing a naughty thing, it continues 
naughty till itis sorry for it and goed 
humoured; and then, and not till 
then, it may expect the kiss of for- 
giveness, and regain the favour of its 
parent. Next it will be taught to re- 
flect on its happiness when good, and 
on the pain it suffers when naughty ; 
and it will be told thatthisisfromGod, 
who loves goodness and hates naugh- 
{iness, as it sees its parents do. Then 
it will proceed to learn that, like its 
parents, God expects sorrow {or sin ; 
and a mildand humble prayer for for- 
giveness, before he will forgive a 
naughty child, and love it, and make 
it happy. While this is in progress, 
the parent will endeavour to make 
the child feel the evil and folly of 
nanghtiness, and the beauty and true 
wisdom of being good. This willnot 
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be very difficult to inculcate, when 
the child is sensible that sin and mis. 
ery, and holiness and happiness, ge. 
nerally go together. During the Jat. 
ter part of this course, gospel facts 
and principles will be gradually open. 
ed. The child will have heard of 
Christ ever since he first heard of 
God ; aud now the distinct character 
and offices of Christ wii! begin tobe 
unfolded. He will be painted as tie 
friend of mankind ; as the great re. 
luge of the naughty 3 as always wil. 
ling to help them, and beg his Father 
to forgive them ;—as all kindness 
vid goodness, and as setuing us an 
example of all that Is lovely and ex- 
celient ; and as now exalted in glory, 
and all-wise and ail-powerful. Pains 
will be taken to make Liim the ob. 
ject cf affection attempered by reve- 
rence, aud to make it pleasant to the 
child to piease him,and paintul to of- 
fend him. The child will in iike man- 
ner be made acauainted with the Ho- 
ly Ghost, and heaven, and hell, and 
the day of judgment, and eternity, 
and the lost state of man, and re- 
cemption. All these things will be 
taught with an immediate reference 
to practice and the heart. They must 
be unfolded gradually, aad with a 
strict atlention to the abilities and 
temperament of the child, and espe- 
cial care must be taken that by God’s 
blessing the feelings shali be proper- 
ly affected as the understanding is 
informed. | 

5. Be on your guard against the lit- 
tle wiles and artifices which children 
will soon employ to obtain their ends. 

Itis surprising how ingenious and 
adroit they will be in this way. They 
will endeavour to do, as a bit of play; 
something which they know to be 
wrong and forbidden ; and to put 
you off by a laugh and a joke, when 
you require them to acknowledge 
that they have done wrong. These 
little tricks lead to much evil. They 
undermine sincerity and simplicity 
of character ; and instead of being 
amused by them, as is often the cases 
a parent should carefully repress 
them. Jt is a good gencral rule 





mo try foe CU 


— + =: 


Sa 
sh 
ot 
th 
tio 
co 
Sir 
Gi 
the 
dr 
to 
pla 
onl 
but 
ane 
the 
bre 
hat 
by 
cli 
me 
roc 
thay 
Wo! 
be 
dug 
the 
that 
SUD. 
lyin 








yut 
en 
ge 
Se 
ey 
ity 
ng 
Cy 
ess 
ule 








1811. | 


with young folks, that nothing shall 
be said or done in joke, which wouid 
be naughty if in earnest. More lati- 
tude may be aliowed to those who are 
grown Up: but children cannot dis- 
criminate between what Is Innocent 
in jokes, and whatis not; and if they 
could, they have not sufiicitent steadi- 
ness of priucipie and seli-command 
to confine themselves within the pro- 
per bounds, if suffered in their mo- 
ments of galety toapproach the brink 
of what is wrong. It is of the great- 
est possible importance to preserve 
the mind from the taint of cunning 
and deceit; and therefore we ought 
tobe more anxious to avoid doing too 
little than too much to secure this 
point. Simplicity and integrity of 
character, the great foundation of 
every thing good, depend upon it. 

6. Doalt you can to secure a con- 
sistency Of system in the manage- 
ment of your children. 

It is quite apparent how indispen- 
sable itis that the father and mother 
should at least not counteract each 
other. If they do not and cannot 
think alike on the subject of educa- 
tion, by mutual concessions and ac- 
commodations they should pursue a 
similar plan with their children. 
Grievous are the consequences when 
they proceed differently. The chil- 
dren presume to erect themselves in- 
to judges between their parcnts: they 
play off one against the other. Not 
only one parent sinks in theiresteem, 
but they often lose respect for both, 
and are disobedient to both. Thus 
the fifth commandment is habitually 
broken ; and bad principles and bad 
tabits are as likely to be established 
by education in a young family, so 
circumstanced, as good ones. Let 
me entreat parents to shun this fatal 
rock. If one of them is conscious 
that the other is best qualified for tue 
— of education, let such parent 
v¢ disposed to yield points as far as 
duty will allow, and to strengthen 
the hands of the other, And even 
that other, instead of presuming on 
Superior ability in this line, and car- 
‘yng matters with a high hand, and 
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peremptorily insisting on points res- 
pecting which there may be a difle- 
rence of opinion between them, 
should be as accommodating as can 
be made consistent with duty ; and 
where a point cannot be yielded, still 
the suaviter in moda shouid be prac- 
tused with peculiar care, and the ne- 
cessary duty performed in a way as 
little grating and offensive to the pa- 
rent who disapproves, as may be. Let 
the more enlightened parent recol- 
lect, that an indifferent plan of edu- 
cation, In which parents harmonious- 
ly join, will generally answer much 
better than a superior one respecting 
which they differ. Besides, by kind 
accommodations, the misjudging pa- 
rent is often won by degrees to see 
things in a more just ¥ght, and to 
acquiesce ina better system. Where 
both parents act on principle, and re- 
fer to the Bible as their standard, and 
do not interpret it in a very different 
way, a degree of accordance, which 
will answer pretty well for practical 
purposes, may reasonably be ex- 
pected. The greatestdifficulty arises 
when one of the parents does not act 
on principle, or refers, substantially, 
to adifferent standard from the other. 
Even in these distressing cases, the 
suaviter in modo on a true Christian 
foundation will do wonders. It often 
disarms hostility and counteraction, 
and leaves the young family very 
much in the hands of the parent best 
qualified to educate it. And I fully 
believe, from personal observation, 
that the Divine blessing rests in an 
uncommon degree onthe labours of 
a Christian parent so unhappily cir- 
cumstanced, and fruits follow excel- 
lent and abundant beyond all human 
expectation. With what pleasure 
have I seen a majority of the young 
nembers of a family, most lamenta- 
bly cxposed to temptation by one 
parent, snatched out ef the fire, as 
it were, by the pious and constant, 
but meek and unassuming, labours 
of the other! 

In families where the parents pro- 
ceed harmoniously and well in the 
work of cducation, their plan is often 
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lamentably counteracted in the nur- 
sery or the schoci-room. If the chil- 
dren are induiged there in bad tem- 
pers and habits; and stiil more, if 
they there meet with bad examples; 
with passion, or pride, or deceit, or 
a love of ease and luxury; ail may 
be undone which is done in the par- 
lour, and perhaps more than undone: 
notwithstanding ali the efforts of the 
parents, the progress of the child may 
be not in good, but inevil. EXvenon 
the most favourable supposition, the 
fruits produced by the exerions of 
the parents, will be scanty and crude. 
The bias of nature will be so in fa- 
vour of what is wrong, and so against 
what is right, that, if Divine grace 
did not wonderiully favour the exer- 
tions of true piety in education, the 
task of the parents would be hope- 
less. How carefully, then, should 
nurses and others, who are putabout 
children, be selected? And how at- 
tentivety should the course of things 
inthe nursery and the school-room 
be watched and regulated! To this 
end, the nurse or the governess 
should be impressed with a sense 
of the very high importance which 
the parent attaches to good tempers 
and good habits ; to which must be 
added, good principles, if the child 
is old enough to understand them. 
But it will by no means be sufficient 
to do this ina general way. It must 
be done in detail and by example, 
and with a persevering, but nota ha- 
rassing, recurrence to those points 
which seem to be not sufficiently 
understood, or not properly carried 
into practice. The vigilant eye of 
the parent will always be wanted to 
keep things in the right course, as 
well as tu put them init at first. It 
must be laid down as a principle, 
that nothing must be concealed by 
the child. That vile maxim against 
telling tales out of school (vile, when 
applied to keep parentsin ignorance) 
must be utterly proscribed; and 
openness and confidence must be 
zealously cultivated, both in the 
child and in those who have the 
charge of him. But the parents must 
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not trust to being informed of eyey 
thing important to be known. Tj. 
musi deilcately but effectually make 
the requisite inquiiles; and also 
take care by personal inspecijyp 
(conducted, however, with kindiess 
and delicacy to the nurse or the gO. 
verness) to ascertain the real state 
of things. But, with all that canbe 
done, it wiil seldom be found pos. 
sible to put the management ot chil. 
dren in the nursery on a truly good 
footing. The class of persons to be 
einployed is so ili-educated and un. 
enlightened ; and such of them 4s 
are plous are generally so injudi- 
cious, that not .oniy the plan of the 
parent with the chiid will scarcely 
ever be even tolerably maintained 
when the child is out of his sight, but 
positive and serious evils will be 
produced and cherished. It is high. 
ly important, therefore, that the child 
should be as much with the parent 
as circumstances will permit. Every 
hour in the society of a parent who 
understands education, and pays pro- 
per attention to it, is an hour galed 
to moral improvement, and (as far at 
least as regard children yet in the 
nurscry , is too often an hour redeen: 
ed from what is far from deserving 
that appellation. In whatever way 
the child is employed, whether in 
talking or playing, a moral lesso 
may be instilled, moral habits may 
be encouraged, and bad ones !t: 
pressed: the parent will continual 
be obtaining a greater insight m0 
the child’s character, and the chill 
affection for its pare 
Thus good will be doing, and a four 
dation laying for stil! greater good 
Indeed, God seems to me to aiford 
no slight ground for presuming 
children should be much with thet 
parents, by making the socicly ° 

each so pleasant to the other, wher 
the parent performs his part 4s he 
ought, and the child has not beet 
spoiled by excessive indulgence ™ 
some other quarter. But the el” 
dence of his will, which arises 1" 
the benefit resulting to the child,# 

also, I believe, to the parent, iron 
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this intercourse, is irrefragable and 
decisive. 
It often happens, however, that 
there is an inconsistency in educa- 
tion more to be deplored than any 
which has yet been mentioned :— 
this is the inconsistency of the parent 
with himself. The author of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, contrasting 
the correction employed by parents 
with that used by the Almighty in 
his government of his true servants, 
says, “* They” (the parents) ‘* verily 
fora few days chastened us after 
their own pleasure, but he ior our 
profit, that we might be partakers of 
his holiness.”?’ What a picture is this! 
God, the sovereign proprictor of all 
his creatures, invariably pursues the 
good of those whom he deigns to call 
his sons, in all the discipline to 
which he subjects them ; while man, 
who can call nothing his own, who 
isa mere trustee under the Almigh- 
ty, who, in his conduct towards his 
children, should always bear in mind 
that both they and he are bought 
with a price, and that not his own 
gratification, but the will of God, 
should be his rule in all he does asa 
father,—man presumes to forget his 
imperious duties in education, and 
to make it his object to please him- 
self rather than his sovereign Lord! 
Ifone did not continually see the 
fact, one should not believe it possi- 
ble that the work of education would 
be so often carried on under the su- 
preme influence of selfishness. His 
own ease and convenience, and the 
indulgence of his own feeling and 
humour, frequently seem to engage 
‘father’s first attention in his pro- 
ceedings with his children ; and, ex- 
cept in striking cases, which oblige 
him, as it were, to depart from so 
lax a system, the good of the child 
‘s Clearly made in practice, thourh 
not in theory, a secondary object. 
»0 true is the description of the apos- 
le: he proceeds according to his 
Own pleasure, rather than for the 
profit of his children. When edu- 
Cation is not conducted so very ill, 
and the good of the child is generally 
Christ. Obsery. No. 119. 
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the main object of the parent, and 
his own inclinations are generally 
made to bend to it; yet, in many 
families, this is by no means so en- 
lirely the case as it ought to be. 
When the stimulus to self-gratifica- 
tion is strong, the parent yiclds to it, 
the rules of good education are vio- 
lated, and the child is injured. The 
injury will be (unless God avert it) 
in proportion to the extent of this 
fault. Some portion of it is found 
in all parents: but I am speaking 
not of a few thinly scattered in- 
stances rarely occurring, such as 
must be expected from so weak a 
creature as man even in his best es- 
tute, but of its more frequent recur- 
rence, to the serious interruption of 
a good system of education. 

Now it is clear that this fault, in 
whatever degree it may exist, is an 
enemy toconsistency of conduct. As 
it proceeds from the parent yielding 
toa different motive from that which 
ought to actuate him, and some- 
times at least does actuate him, 
when with his children; this new 
motive must lead to different results 
from those which would flow from 
the other, and produce inconsistency. 
But this is by no meansall. A man 
under the influence of self-indul- 
fence is inconsistent with himself. 
He will conduct himself towards his 
child according to his present hu- 
mour. One hour he will be indul- 
gent, and the next severe: at one 
time he will allow his child to do 
thines, which at another he will for- 
bid. ‘Phe child also will find out that 
he can carry points by management; 
-—-by making his request when the 
parent is in a yielding humour, or by 
bringing him into such a humour by 
coaxing and wheedling, or by over- 
coming: his objections by importuni- 
ty. Inconsistency must be the conse- 
quence: and an inconsistency the 
more to be deplored, because it will 
be connected with adiminutionof re- 
spect forthe parent who is the author 
of it,and with the practice of cunning 
and art in the child,—habits of mind 
most adverse to all that is good. 
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The very high importaice of con- 


sistency must be clear to your read- 
ers. Will children be likely to value 
good principles as they ought, when 
their parents do not steady act upon 
them, and enforce them Willgood 
habits be rooted and fixed in the 
chiid, when he is allowed at times 
to indulge in the opposite bad ones ? 
Will he be led to see the beauty 
of holiness of hear, and of holy con- 
duct, when he 1s adlowed at Umes to 
taste the sweets of sin (for every 
fault is asin) from which he ought 
to be weaned, and when he finds his 
own self-indulgence sanctioned by the 
selt-induigence of his parents * Phe 
waysof rejigionare ways oi pleasant- 
ness, and all her paths are peace 5” 
but to those only who steadily walk 
Phey have no charms for 
is marked by 


in them. 
those whose conduct 
frequent OF FLrOss INCONSISLENCIES 
7. Spend much ume wih your 
childeen 3 encourave them to be tree 
beiore you; and carelully study 
their characters, 

Mor what is education? It is co- 
eperating with the Divine Spirit in 
fort ning the mind and ested the 


heart of an immortal beiny, weak 
and corrupt, averse to ne cusleie to 
be wrougltin him, and whose nature 


is made up of various parts, and dil- 


fers greativ in different individuals. 
Is it possible to doubt, that what is 
above recommended must be neces- 


. i ‘ bs + 
Sary an thts work® Cah too hae 


a a ae ri. pre P . 1, 
pays ve Ren where so muca is at 
i. ? ian. ——7° ~To = wt AT A 
stuke £ Can success be raticnatiy 


? le . Ty j%*e sere ; . ‘ 
expected, ubiess Oreat Pals are 


taken, and your labours are e 
ened and judicious’ And can you 
flaiter yourself that you take d 
that your labours will have 
a proper Girection, if vou give litule 
time to your arduou. task, and do 
not employ proper means for be- 
coming well acquaimted with the 
characters of your children ? 

itis wonderiul that a parent can 
hope to be an effectual instrument 
Divine grace, in leading his 


pals, oF 


under 


children trem darkness to Heht. and 
from the power of Satan unto God, 


by proceeding in the way in which; 
religious educauon 1s often py. 
ducted. It isnot generally true, tig. 
even in religious familics, More 

thought, and care, and time are em- 
ployed in teaching children to read 
than in teaching and persuading 
them, by God’s help, to be reg} 
Christians ? The father sees but Jit. 
tle of those whoare young, and much 
less than Is desirable of such as are 
older. The first he considers as 
scarcely at all under his care ; and 
though he probably gives some in- 
structions to the latter, they are 
commonly such as are more caicu- 
lated to enlarge their knowledge, and 
improve their understandings, than 
to regulate their dispositions, and 
make them new creatures. His avo- 
cations often ave such as to make it 
impossible for him to be a great deal 
with his children ; but he generally 
might be much more with them 
than he is; and, when with them, 
might employ the time much more 
usefully, for the promotion of their 
best interests,than he does. It often 
happens that they are undera degree 
of restraint in bis presence, which, 
added to the Hittle time he spends 
with them, prevents his obtaining a 
deep Insight into their characters: 
aod, therctore, many evils either 
escape his notice, or he adopts some 
mode of correcting them; 


Wrong 
eerm "of ood 


und many a tender 
yasses unobserved, and withers for 


want of his fostering care.—The 


3 
mother is much more with her chil- 


dren, but gcne ally, It think, not so 
much as she ougit to be. This is 
the more to be lamented, because 
women area gueriint fitted for train- 
ing their offspring in the nurtur 

aud admonition of the Lord They 
bave a remarkably quick ins.ght - 
io character; anda warmth of aiffec 
tion, a tenderness and a delicacy 

which win the affection of others; 
and enable them to correct faults 
without giving offence, and to pre- 
sent Christi: an prince iples and virtues 
to their children in their most amia- 
ble form. I believe that there bas 
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seldom been a man who had a good 
and amiable mother, that has not in 
aiter life looked back en her instruc- 
tions and example with reverence 
and delight. Cowper's admirable 
jittie poem, On viewing his mother’s 


picture, touches the adits of all of 


us. because It describes scenes and 
feciings dear to every virtuous mind; 
scenes and fe: lings of which many 
have purtaken, and all wish to 
ievery hotr which a Chris- 
her with her cihil- 
wines. She 
their pas- 
sson 3 and thourh 


is not desirable 


Oi Us 


t }. » 
Yat iais Ss . 


lan mot 
) } 


. ; vat 
dren has balm 


‘ 
' spends 
On 
contrives to make even 
moral le 
she cannot (and tt 


1S 


wines a 


that she should) make tuetr regular 
lessons a nentiie, yet she adapts 
them well to the abilities of her 


ucconimodates them well 
to ilmes and circumstances, and di- 
vesisthem oi whatever is oppressive 

To the plea- 
sunt with the uselul, is at least as 
important ib education as in poetry ; 
hut rood mothers ae exceed gvod 


’ 
SCLOLAPS, 


tie e>ure far ° . 3 
aud revolting, mix 


poets In that art. Surely, then, a 
mother should be jealous of every 
tine which keeps her from the bo- 
somnot her family ;—-a sphere in 


which she 1s so giited to snine, and 
tobe a blessing to those most dear 
How sad it is, when she 
rows away this pure gold for mere 
cross, by giving up those hours to 
an excess of visiting and company, 
oreven of reading, which ought to 
be spent among her children! And 
how sad, too, when such high pow- 
eis to train her young charge for 
Chuist and glory, are not under the 
guidance of an enlightened judg- 
<u it, or receive a Ww rong direction ! 
Site been grieved to sce maternal 
ensibil ity much more alive to the 
dily than to the spiritual health of 
ie objects of its solicttude: clec- 
‘ied when there was an idea that a 
Clild had received some slight hurt, 
but little moved while it was con- 
esting a point with a nurse, or teas- 
‘ea brother: and I have been much 
hl in —— when I have seen it 
(0 partiality and favouritism ; 


_ ' . 
wo ner. 
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or exhaust itself in anxieties about 
the persons of the girls, lo the com- 
purative neglect of their understand 
ines, and to the great injury of their 
feelines and disposiilons ; or employ 
itself i heaping on them accom- 
plishments, instead of ieading them 
on in useful attainments and Chris- 
‘bits; or yielding to the in- 
uence of humour and Cuprice 5 or 
(worse than all) giving itsclt over to 
a biinduness to the taults of the objects 

of its love, and ruining them by in- 
culeence and commendation. 

The only plausible excuse which 
parents, possessing health and sufhie 
cient time, Can make tor not eme- 
*« themselves actively in the 
their children is, that 
put them into hands more fit 
that This may be a good 
reason for sending boys, alter acer 
tain age, to school, or to a tutor ; 
though stull, even in their case, much 
remains to be by parents. 
\VWaving, however, the considera- 
tion of - part of the subject for 
the present, the excuse which has 
been mentioned does not appear to 
me admissible, under any common 
circumstances, in the case of girls 
and of younger boys. Ofthese, the 


tian h: 
{) 


‘ation ot 


9 , 7 = 
Ot {asK. 


done 


parents are certainly the natural 
ruides and instructers. They are 


fiited for thista sk, by long knowledge 
of their offspring, by the respect 
due to them as parents, and by affec- 
tons and sympathies on both sides, 


far be ter than strangers can be. 
And if they suffer these great in- 


struments of good to be lost, or per- 
verted to evil; or if they fail to qua- 
lily themselves for their task by ob- 
tainting other requisites, and by allete 
ing to it sufficient time, and thoaght, 
it care, and pains; they must be 
answerable to God. They may, with 
much propriety, call in assistance, 
especially in the mechanical parts 
of education ; but should always con® 
sider themselves as keeping the 
higher branches, which respect the 
principles, dispositions, and habits, 
chiefly in their own hands. Can they 
cntrust these to nurse-maids ? They 
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must cortatsly answer, No! Or t 
governesses ! These, in general, are 
but ill qualified to undertake this 
most important part of education. 
Besides, being extremely inferior to 
the parents in the points which have 
becn mentioned, they are almost 
always unprepared forthe task. The 
boarding-schools at which they are 
educated, afford them no instruction 
in this line, beyond what is necessa- 
ry for ensuring the getting of Ics- 
sons, and the maintenance of peace 
and subordination. As to boarding- 
schools, I reserve what relates to 
them for future consideration, and 
shall only say now, that, in common 
circumstances, I do not think them 
well adapted to the education, and 
teast of all to the religious education, 
of girls, or of younger boys. 
B. T. 


ON THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE AC- 
COUNT OF THE DEATH-BED OF A 
MODERN FREETHINKER, 


In the Answers to Correspondents 
in our last Number, we promised to 
satisfy the inquiries of A Consvanr 
READER, respecting the authenticity 
of the account contained in our vol. 
for 1805, p. 645, entitled, ** The 
Death-bed of a modern Freethinker.” 
On a former occasion, and in answer 
to similar inquiries, we stated that 
this account had been given to the 
world many years ago by Lady 
Glenorchy, after a careful investiga- 


tion, and under a full persuasion of 


its truth. Her ladyship lived so near 
the time to which the account reters, 
that she must have bad ample means 
to satisiy herself respecting the facts 
ofthe case; and she must also have 
derived additional means of informa- 
tion from her rank in life, which 
would naturally aGford her access to 
private sources of intelligence res- 
pecting the noble but unhappy sub- 
ect of this narrative. 

The death of this pee is stated 
to have taken place at the close of 


the year 1692. An account of the 
circumstances attending it (the same 
which we have inserted) was pub. 
lished in 1693, anu went through at 
least three edilions in that year, A 
copy of the third edition 1s new be. 
foreus. We will transcribe the whole 
of the title-page. Itis as tollows 
‘The second Spira, being a teartul 
Example of an Atheist, who had 
apostatized trem the Christian Re- 
lizion, and died i Despair at West- 
minster, Dec. 8, 1692: with an Ac- 
count of his Sickness, Convictions, 
Discourses with Friends and Minis- 
ters; and of his dreadful Expressions 
and LBlasphemies when he lett the 
World: as also a Letter trom an 
Atheist of his Acquaintance, with his 
Answer to it: Published tor an Ex- 
ample to others, and recommended 
to all young Persons, to settle them 
in their Retigion. By J.S.a Minister 
of the Church ot Engtand, a trequent 
Visitor of him dumog his’ whole 
Sickness. The third Edition; with 
the Methodizer’s Apology, wherein 
is now discovered to the World the 
Substance of every Particular that 
he knows of in relation to this Nar 
rative. London: Printed for John 
Dunton. at the Raven in the Poultry. 
1693.’? And on the back of the tue- 
pare is inserted, “Imprimatur, Janu- 
ary Gih, 1692. Kdm. Bohun.”’ 
The preface is written by J. 5. 
who cives reasons for concealing his 
own name, and that of the deceased; 
but adds, that “if any one doubts 
the truth of any particulars in the 
following relation, if they repair lo 
Mr. Dunton, at the Raven in the 
Poultry, they will receive full satis 
faction.” He further observes, that 
‘as to what that miserable gentle- 
man delivered himself, both I and 
the Methodizer of my notes have 
been superstitiously critical to give 
them as near the truth and very 
expressions as we could.”? The Me- 
thodizer subjoins his testimony ! 
the same effect, and states more 4 
large the reasons for the suppre 
sion of names. This is followed 
by a certificate, signed *¢ R. Wolley 
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M. A.’ which we will give entire. 
4 The Methodizer of this history,” 
says Mr. Wolley, “ being a person 
of great integrity, the reader has no 
reason to question the truth of this 
printed attestation he has here given 
concerning it. And what commen- 
dation | shail give of it, will be ser- 
yiceable no longer than till thou hast 
perused it through. Thou wilt find 
cuch wine in it as needs no bush. 
Thisonly I will say, it well deserves 
thy serious and frequent perusal ; 
and | heartily wish those plous gen- 
tlemen that have estates, would be 
instrumental in dispersing of it 
throughout the whole kingdom, that 
so all ranks of men, especially the 
youth of this nation, might reap some 
advantage by this extraordinary and 
amazing instance. This is the sen- 
timent and hearty desire of thy cor- 
dial friend in the Lord, 
“*’R. Wo.LeEy, M. A.’’ 


We trust that the above details 
will satisfy our correspondent that 
we had good grounds tor believing 
the narrative to be true before we 
eave it to the world. 
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LYMNS APPROPRIATE TO THE SUNDAYS 
AND PRINCIPAL HOLYDAYS. 


{Continued from p. 631.) 
CHRISTMAS-DAY. 


Olf Saviour! whom this holy morn 
Gave to our world below ; 

To wandering and to labour born, 
To weakness and to woe! 


Incarnate Word ! by every grief, 


_ By each temptation, tried ; 
Wio lived to yield our ills relief, 
And toredeem us died ! 


if, gaily cloth’d and proudly fed, 
In careless ease we dwell ; 

Remind us of thy manger bed, 
And lowly cottage cell! 


if, prest by penury severe, 
la envious want we pine ; 

May conscience whisper in our ear, 
‘ poorer lot was thine ' 


(7) 
So) 
“J 


From all the viewless snares of sin, 
Preserve us firm and free ;— 
As thou like us hast grieved been, 

May we rejoice with thee ! 


SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 


LORD of mercy and of might, 
Of mankind the life and light, 
Maker, Teacher, infinite ! 
Jesus, hear and save! 
Who, when sin’s primeval doom 
Gave creation to the tomb, 
Didst not scorn a virgin’s womb; 
Jesus, hear and save ! 


Strong Creator, Saviour mild, 

Humbled to a mortal child, 

Captive, beaten, bound, revil’d ; 
Jesus, hear and save ! 


Thron’d above celestiai things, 

Borne aloft on angels’ wings, 

Lord of lords, and King of kings ; 
Jesus, hear and save ! 


Soon to come to earth again, 

Judge of angels and of men, 

Hear us now, and hear us then ! 
Jesus, hear and save ! 


EPIPHANY. 


Brightest and best of the sons of the 
morning, 
Dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine 
aid !— 
Star of the East, the horizon adorning, 
Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid! 


Cold on his craule the dew-drops are shin- 
ing, 
Low lies his bed with the beasts of the 
stall ; 
Angels adore him in slumber reclining, 
Maker, and Monarch, and Saviour of all! 


Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion, 
Odours of Edom and offerings divine ; 
Gems of the mountain, and pearls of the 

ocean, 
Myrrh from the forest, and gold from the 
mine ? 


Vainly we offer each ample oblation ; 
Vainly with gold would his favour se- 
cure : 
Nicher by far is the heart’s adoration ; 
Dearer to God are the prayers of the 
poor ! 


Brightest and best of the sons of the morn- 
ing, 
Dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine 
aid ! 
Star of the East, the horizon adorning, 
Guide where our infant Redeemer is 


faid! 
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DAY. 
ren’s tomb, 


INNOCENTS’ 
OH weep not o’er thy child 
Ol: Rachel, weep not so! 
The bud is cropt by marisrdom, 
The flower in heaven shail blow ! 
Yirstlings of Faith! the murderer’s knife 
rias miss’d its deadly am ; 
‘Khe God for whem they gave their life, 


for them to sufler came 


Review of Hodgson’s Life of the late Bishop Porteus. 
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Though evil were their days and few, 
Baptiz "din biood and pain, 

He knows them whom they never knew, 
And they shall live again, 


Then weep not o’er thy children’ s tomb, 
Oi Ri: iC! hel, weep not So ' 
The bud is cropt by martyrdom, 


‘Lhe flower in heaven shali blow ! 
UR, 


EWI Set Ayan PUBLICA’ 4 
REVIEW Of NE PUBLICATION 
fie Life Of the Nigh? Nev. Lerloy  pubiteatton in that sterner post 
Porteus, D. VD. late Bishop of Lon- wind wich becomes our hard cy: 
- > | aN % 
fon. Ly the Rev. Ronery dliopa- cumstances. Not aliowed to weep 


i 


son, A. M. F. R.S. Rector of St. 
George’s, Hanover Square, and 
one of the Chaplains tn ordisary 
to His Majesty. Second edition. 
London: Cadell and Davies. 18i1. 
pp. sl9. 


Tue present work was c¢ xpecte ted 
with considerable anxicty by various 
classes of the community. Society 
in general required it, not merely to 
hill up a chasm in episcopal biogra- 
phy ; not merely to develope to their 
springs and causes the more recent 
movements in the eccicsiastical ma- 
chine ; not merely to furnish the 
public gallery with a sort of theolo- 
vical picture of the times ;—but they 
desired it asa permanent represen- 
tative, a cabinet picture, from a hand 
beyond all others familiar with the 
original, of the venerable prelate who 
had so lately vanished trom their 
sight. There is no way so delight- 
ful of drying our tears for the good, 
as by the glow created ed a aren 
of their virtues. Mien ec: ed to 
vise from this history of the 1 fe and 
death of the Bishop, like the ancient 
visitors to the cross, oe for 
their loss by the relic they were pe 
mitted to bear away. 

We, who suffer a kind of profes- 
sional exclusion from the rec 
sentiment, and whoare compe 
nink for the public, while ¢/ 
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he luxury of feeiing for themsecives, 
rited, as may be conceived, | | 


oan 
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like other men, we wished to phile 
sopliise and § pecufate. We desired 
to know what it was, in the deceased 
Bishop ot 
the public 
National ieciings, 
of that pastoral 
seemed to huve been buricd 
graves of some ol our ancicnt pre 
lates. We wished to inquire how 
far the general esteem was well 
founded; what were the pernens dil: 
ficulties we the modern bench ot bk 
shops; how far the impediments 
which have arisen in their course 
would account for the present dink 
nished scale of their pastoral labours; 
in what degree these impediments 
might be overcome ; and to whi 
extent the distinguished individual 
before us might be considered 4 
having lifted up a standard to his bre 
thren, end led the way to achieve 
ments more worthy the chosen lea 
ders of the soldiers of the cross. 
Taking up the work with these 
pectations, we think that neithe! 
the public nor the critic, but espect 
ally the former, have any reasel 
io be dissatisfied. It is certainly to 
brict, tco much amere recital 0 
fucts, too sparing In senument,! 
contracted, to form an ample ic 
for much orcn tral dcauction or ph 
losophical inquiry. And it is fort 
our readers, perhaps, he 


‘ * te 
os o ’ qs 
lt IS SO But i , 

ant 


Loudon, which had fixed 
altcbiioh, Glawh out the 
und revived some 
sensibility which 


S ' 
WwW tue 


nate for 
man 


‘ — ‘ 
¢ «9 > . ¥ 1] lant 
} Ld i= 4 Gi Geri males nC dirs 


the 





of 


hits 
4 net 
e tne 


; ray 


y } 
Ores 


4 
fry 
eit, j 
Oy¢ 





0 


(lil: 
yf byte 
reqs 
UTS? 
Hind 
UTS: 
vents 
what 
idual 
‘das 
5 bree 
jever 
) }ea 
S, 
these 
ther 
pecs 
eason 
ly {00 
al 0 
it, [00 
Iasis 
r phi- 


fortus 


ist. | 


dy reveres 


Pthe Bishop to speak for himise 


escript 
i 
Blis papers, * containing a 
pricty of facts and obser 
pte principal Ineidents Of 





Review of Hodeson’ $ Life 


vould simply inquire why he alrea- 
Bisiop, and learn 
ajy be shouid revere him more, 
vill fid, We CONCEIVE, such a view 

vill gusufy all the 
ior him fiving, or 


the 


here as 
felt 
bas shed tor bim dead. 


go wii 
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the tears he 
[tis not impussible that the wri- 
cer of this ite was no less inclined 


to phhosophise than ourseives 5 but 
that the very Interesting details he 
foun! recorded in the hand-writing 
of the Bishop, seduced him fiom his 
urpose of enlightening the world 

-his speculations, and “determined 
hn to do litthe more than commu- 
nicate iis facts. We are free to 
confess that they have had this ef- 
fect upon ourselves 3 and though we 
sat down with a full intention Of p ro- 
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Cambridge, at an early age ; and 
distinguished himself by gaining a 
classical medal, by a prize poem on 
** Death,” and by a sermon preach- 
ed belore the university, on the Cha- 
racter of David. ‘There is, we un- 
derstand, a current report in that 
university, that this poem was a 
joint producti on; but, in our judg- 
ment, the reputation of the Bishop 
will neither stand by the establish- 
ment, nor suffer by the refutation of 
his title to every line of the poem. 


In 1762 he was made, without either 
the patronage of others or any ap- 
plication of his own, Chaplain to 


Archbishop Secker. In 1765 he 
was presented, first to the livings 


Rucking and Wittersham, in Kent; 
then to the rectory of Hunton, and 
to a prebend of Peterborous oh; and, 
What was still better preferment, he 
married the present Mrs. Portcus. 
In 1767, he was promoted to the 
ectory of Lambeth ; In 1769, to the 


mastership of St. Cross; in 1776, 
to the bishopric of Chester; and in 
I787, to that of London, in which 
see he exchanged his mitre, we 
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verse. The solemn silence of the thicket 
and the grove, the extensive horizon that 
opened to the view, the glories of the ris- 


ing and the setting sun, the splendour of 


the moon-light night, and a starry sky, 
ali which presented themselves to the eye, 
toa vast extent without interruption, from 
the lawn before the house ; these, anda 
variety of o:her sublime and _ pleasing ob- 
jects, could not fail to soothe and tranquil- 
lize and elevate the soul, and raise it up to 
high and neavenly contemplations.” pp. 
29, 30. 


The next extract we shall give is, 
we think, highly creditable to the 
Bishop. In 1780, the sanctity of the 
Sabbath was threatened by anew 
species of assault. A‘** Promenade”’ 
was opened, where every person 
was indiscriminately to be admitted 
ata low price ; and debating socie- 
ties instituted, where the most so- 
lemn subjects of religion were to be 
freely debated. The Bishop at once 
saw the extent of the mischicl threat- 
ened by these new specics of Sunday 
entertainments, and finding no law 
already existing sufficient to put 
them down, prepared and brought 
forward a bill for the purpose, in 
the next session of Parliament. The 
Duke of Manchester, among other 
vehement opposers of the measure, 
having contended that “ the subjects 
of this kingdom should be left at 
perfect liberty to confer upon reli- 
gious subjects ; that there was no- 
thing improper in the promenade or 
the societies ; that, if not, there were 
laws already in force sufficient to re- 
strain them:”’ the Bishop has left 
us this record of his answer to such 
objections. 


‘© T observed, that although there was 
no evidence at the bar, to prove the alle- 
gations of the preamble, which in a public 
will, and in a matter of such notoriety, I 
conceived was seldoin, if ever, required ; 
~et there were the very best grounds for 
‘elieving the pernicious tendency of the 
Sunday evening amuscments to be much 
ereater than the preamble stated. t had 
conversed with many persons, who had 
themselves been present in these places, 
and was perfectly satisfied that they were 
highly dangerous in every point of view. 
But, even without entering into their inte- 
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rior constitution and consequences, I ¢oy)\) 
not but think that the very external appear. 
ance of them on the Lord’s Day, was a 
offence against common decency, and the 
most ancient and vencrable customs of ths 
country. They were places of public amuse. 
ment opened on a Sunday. They were 
publicly advertised ; were in a public room ; 
money was publicly taken at the door, and 
that for the avowed purpose of public 
amusement. This, | apprehended, was tie 
very definition of a public diversion; and 
it was notorious, that public diversions had 
never been permitted by the laws of the 
land in this kingdom, from the time of the 
Reformation to the present moment, and ] 
hoped they never would — In Popish coun. 
tries they were indeed permitted, though 
even there they were condemned by many 
serious men; for a friend of mine, Dr, 
Lort, in the year 1768, saw an injunction 
or admonition of the Archbishop of Mech. 
lin, in one of the towns under his jurisdic. 
tion, inwhich he complained heavily ct the 
liberties taken by the people on Sundays, 
and spoke in high terms of the conduct of 
the Heretics, that is, the Protestants, in 
that respect. But, however these indu- 
gences might suit the spirit of Popery, they 
did not accord with the temper of Protes. 
tantism. They were contrary to the spirit 
of our constitution; contrary to the spirit 
of our laws and our religion, They were 
new invasions of the sanctity of the Lord’s 
Day, and had never been heard of in this 
country till within these few years. The 
different method of observing Sunday in 
England, and in foreign countries, was one 
great mark of distinction between the 
Church of England and the Church of 
Rome, and it was a distinction which I 
hoped never to see abolished. It was not 
mv wish to go to the Church of Rome, 0 
know in what manner Sunday ought to be 
observed in England. 1 was therefore fot 
resisting these dangerous innovations in the 
very beginning. If they were not crusied 
at their very outset, it was impossible t0 
say how far they might go, _ If the legisli- 
ture suffered them to pass at first without 
notice, their Lordships must not imagine 
the mischief would stop where it now 
‘The places of entertainment lately opencs 
for the Sunday evening, were only the be 
ginning of a regular plan to introduce Si 
day diversions into this kingdom ; they # 
only trials and experiments to feel the 2; 
and to see how the Government will be 
such violations of decency ; and if the pro 
prietors of these places find that they * 
perfectly secure, they will very soon take 
care to have fresh amusements for eve! 
hour of the Sunday, even tor those whic! 
ought to be spent in the celebration 0! & 
vine worship. Unless therefore their Lot 
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s were prepared to say, that public di- 
versions ought to be allowed in this coun- 
ery. they must resist Us artful attempt to 
sa vluce them unde the specious name 
of “4 promenade, and the sacred plea of re- 
oon 
“seit has been said, indeed, that this Bill 
‘3a restraint upon religious liberty. It is 
no such thing. It restrains no one from 

rofessing that mode of religion, and join- 
ing im that form of public worship, which 
his conscience best approves. It restraiis 
no one trom speaking, conversing, or writ- 
ing upon religious subjects. It imposes 
no other restraint than this, which is surely 
no very great hardship, that no one shali 
either pay or be paid for talking blasphemy 
or profaneness ina public room on tlie 
Lord’s Day. It takes away, in short, no 
other liberty, but the liberty of burlesquing 
Scripture, and making’ religion a public 
amusement, and a public trade, which I 
was inclined to think their Lordships would 
not consider essential marks of relivious 
freedom.” pp. 77—82. 


There follows soon after (p. 85) an 
interesting account of his exertions 
for the religious instruction of the 
Negroes in the West-LInaia islands ; 
but as his works contain a pamphlet 
upon the subject, which has been 
long before the public, we shall not 
make any quotations from it. 

It may not be amiss to present to 
some of our readers, both lay and 
clerical, who may question the ex- 
pediency of some improvement in 
our parochial psalmod:’, the senti- 
ments of so calm and cautious an ob- 
server as the late Bishop of Lon- 
don, 


“ Ofall the services of our Church, none 
appeared to me to have sunk to so low an 
ebb, or so evidently to need reform, as our 
parochial psalmody ; more especially, as 
Dr, Burney, in his Ulistory of Music, had 
very injudiciously taken great pains to ri- 
dicule and diseredit the use of psalmody in 
or churches, and to introduce in the room 
eit cathedral music. In consequence of 
“sy many churches and chapels in Lon- 
Con had already adopted his ideas ; and at 
their charity sermons, professional singers, 
both male and female, were brought from 
Various places of public entertainment, to 
sig hymns and anthems for the benefit of 
the children. Navy, in one or two churches, 
there had been musical entertainments up- 
on Sunday evenings, without even prayers 
‘rasermon: I therefore thought it highly 
hecessary, in order to prevent our places of 
ble worship from being converted into 
Christ. Obsery. No. 119. 
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concert rooms, to endeavour to check this 
musical madness, and if possible to bring 
our psalmody to its ancient purity aud sam- 
plicity.”” pp. 108, 109 


The next extract is from his 
speech in 1800, on the Marquis of 
Buckingham’s motion to prevent the 
intermarriage of persons divorced 
for adultery. When we call to mind 
some members of his audience, we 
cannot too much applaud the digni- 
hed and Christian manliness of the 
mind which produced this speech. 
Whatever some individuals may be 
disposed to think of the Bishop's want 
of courage in other instances, Lati- 
mer himself might have been con- 
tented to borrow his expressions on 


thils. 


«© After the very able manner in which 
the clause proposed has been now support- 
ed, E certainly do not mean to take up much 
of your Lordships’ time, in prolonging the 
discussion of it. But on a question of such 
importance, in which the interests of mo- 
rality and religion are so essentially con- 
corned, it is impossible for me, in the situ- 
ation which I have the honour to hold in 
the church, to give a silent vote. I there- 
fore rise merely for the purpose of declar- 
ing publicly my entire concurrence in the 
clause proposed by the Noble Marquis. I 
have on former occasions fully explained 
ny sentiments on this subject, and every 
thing f— have heard in the course of this 
duv’s debate confirms me in those senti- 
ments. The clause, though it will certain- 
ly not go to the root of the evil, yet will 
surely be some check to adultery, at least 
onthe part ofthe female. It willtake away 
the encouragement at present given to that 
detestable crime, by the prospect of a fu- 
ture marriage of the adulteress, with her se- 
ducer; which is in fact offering a reward 
to vice, and holding out a premium to adul- 
tery. ‘This premium operates most forci- 
biy on the female mind, and tends to de- 
stroy that connexion, which God and na- 


disgrace ; a constitution of things, much 
wiser, Lapprehend, and much more cone 
ducive to the general welfare of mankind, 
than that very lberal system of modern 
ethics, which inculcates so much pity and 
tenderness and indulgence to crimes of the 
very Worst complexion. I am aware, my 
lords, that this clause is only a partial res 
medy. It does not go to the punishment 
of the seducer, who is, I confess, generally 
the most culpable of the two guilty par- 
ties. Butthis may be brought forward on 
some future occasion. In the mean time 
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let us do something ; let us do what we 
can. To crush an evil of such magnitude, 
we must go on gradually, and proceed step 
by step. The hydra of adultery cannot be 
subdued all at once: 
the many heads of the monster one by one, 
tiliat last it may become a lifeless tr unk. 
“My Lords, 1 shall only detain your 
Loardsiips afew moments more, just to no- 
tice an argument, which has been very 
much relied upon by the noble Lords, who 
object to the clause in que stion, and which 
to me whoily gratuitous and un- 
founded. Thev have alw ays taken it for 
erated, and a “sumed itas a kind of postu. 
fatwn, that of tie adulteress be not pei mit- 
ted to marry her scducer, she is necessari- 
ly and of course driven et prostitution for 
life. Now this I hold to be 
winch cannot be maintained 
alternative, no middle and better 
between marriage with the seducer and a 
life of prostitution ? Es it not possible, that 
the udulteress may be struck with hor- 
ror, with contrition and remorse for her 
erime ? Mav siie not even wish to seclhide 
to with. 
draw herself from the observation of nian- 


Bears 


at assumption 
ls there noe 
course 


herself fora time from the world ; 


Kind, and endeavour to recover in the pri- 
vacv of retirement those virtuous habits 
whichshe has unfortunately lost ? Instances 


of this sort are undoubtedly to be found, 
especially amongst those, who have been 
educated ina prreceptes of virtue and reli- 

gion, but in some unguarded | hour have, by 

the vile arts of an pi we med man, been 
betrayed into ines This, my Lords, has, I 
know, sometimes happened ; and sure fam, 
that this temporary cdacanies vives a WO- 
man an mfAnitely better chance tor recove- 
ry, than a marriage with her scducer. itor, 
ean vour Lordships suppose, that the con- 
versation and soctety of a man, who has 
shewn himself destitute of every principle 


i 


Pare wha hae milte 
mi virtue; who has been ore 


of honour ar 
of so foul and base acrime, as to corrupt 
the wife, of perhaps his dearest friend, i and 


plunge the vers obiect of his affection into 


agulrof sin and inisery ; can your Lord. 
ships, I sav, suppose, that the soccty of 
sich a ian can possibly be the means of 
restoring to her that purity of mind which 
he has himsei? destroved ; or that house 
sould be the nroper schoo! for repes c 

and for refocmation? No, my Lords, the 
true, the only way to bring the banpy 
wiesion back into tne path of virtue, Is to 
separate her from the aris of her vile be. 
trayer; to lead her into retirement; to 
place her under the protection of a few 


kind relatives or friends, and thus give her 


an opportunity of makonge her peace with 
her i ended Via ier: ned, hy the discreet- 
ness and cireumsnectio. of her fiiture con. 


cluct, of cS x Verins in Sf me de ar «= hy er {ur 


~ 


but we may cut off 





of the late Bishop Porteus. | Nor 
mer character, and re-e neater eg herself? 
in the good opinion of the world.” pp. ‘9 
—152. 


At p. 160, is an account of an jp. 
tervicw with the Princess Char. 
lo.ite of Wales, which is too inter. 
esting tobe withbeid trom our reader, 


the 6th of August, I pass. 
ed oa very pleasant day at Shrewsbury 
House, near Shooter’s Hill, the residence 
of the Princess Charlotte of Wales, 
day was fine; 
and be autiflul, 


* Yesterday, 


I'he 
and the prospect extensive 
reach of 


i? 
taking in a large 


the Thames, which was covered with ves. 
sels of various sizes and descriptions. We 
saw a gocddeal of nth young Princess Sie 


is a Most captivating and ehyaying ch 
and, considering whe hich station she m ¥ 
hereaiter fill, a most interesting and IM pore 
tant one, She cada to me several of 
her hymns with great correctness and pro. 
prety; andon being told, that, when she 
vent to South End in Essex, as she alter. 
wards did for the benefit of sea-bathing, 
she would then be in my diocese, she fell 
downon herkinces and begged my blessing, 
L gave it her with all my heart, and with 
My earnest secret prayers to God, that she 
might adorn her illustrious station with 
every Christian grace; and that, if ever 
she became the quecn of this truly. er cat 
and glorious country, she might be the 
means of diffusing virtue . piety, ‘and happl- 
hess through every part of her dominions |” 
pp. 160—162. 

The address on confirmation, Pp. 
165; his letter to an anonymous 
correspondent ina state of religious 
despondency, p. : 
brated letter, p. 188, te 


( 


295; and his cele- 
» three ladies 


of quality who had opened their 
houses fer Suuday evening concerts 
we should also give, but that thei 
leneth forbids it, and that we may 
think them suitable extracts at some 


future period, for another part of 


. . A 
Our WOrkK., 


, ° afi: 
A hear in which he speass 


| 
of the Bible Society, will shew that 
we pdoehe rave not taken 4 
stronwer part in this controversy 


than is sanctioned by the judgment 
of our authorized teachers. 


“<¢it,’ (the Bible S Society) he savs, ° 


now well known and firmly 0 abtiched 
and has completely triumphed over all the 
attempts made to destroy it, None af 

ose 


those secret dark designs, none of uh 
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slots and conspiracies to subvert the Esta- 


bhissiment and devour both the shepherds 
soem their! fi, ae wateh were so conkden itiy 


Dr dicted by a certam set of men us the in- 
‘ ’ 


ale e Heet of this society’, have yet pecn 
ds eayercd ip it. tis, in fact, much better 


‘ -! . ~ 
, vec I roes OTP awielhy apends ee Iv 
C 28 yee & = 2 3 peietsy 
jn we prosecution OF Its ereat ob} Ly cathe 


es nu sort of regard to the snecrs and Ca- 


i =m oe we ne 
yils of its witemperate opponents.”.—In atio- 
f *passare, written até still later date 3 he 


cannst but add in JESTICE tO 
his society, Which has been so much op- 
d 


posed, ilbisSas pit seintet Cl, 2hhiG Ck ge luced, ¢ Cikete 
™ j 2 > . * s* ‘ ms *- 5 
all the yy mag tworks in which tithes been 
: : 
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P “aed en wr Teer | 2 ae | + tage 
eivaged, have been carried ca with the 


uimost harmony and unanimity; witheut 


Wy) dai! : rene & of Mion ; \ ithout the 
nest symptom a ny y tae or trea. 


ee el > and 


x= 
wiahout any other ica upon them nuads 


i a . 
cherous aesiez yn iekiak 4 the 


! SE eee ae eee = 
thatof extending, as widely as possible, 


tie Knowledge of tbe Christian Scriptures. 


Puce Gisheps of Durham and Salisbury at- 
jseveral of thei Meetings, and were 
dicited with the decorum, caimness, and 

< 1! spas ‘* ith Wi ey (new prace Cdines 
were concucied, Ltn short, all the appre- 

! , ° . 

lies Stans, to waren tus society has given 
‘now foumlto be but vain terrors ; 


; 


an} atl the prophecies of the mischief and 
: resuit tror it, are falsified 
by facts. tt is risin 4 uniformly in reputa- 
ton and credit; gaining new accessions of 
nethand revenue ; and at rching to itself 
e and more the approbation and sup- 
tofevery real frie nd to the church aad 


itis applause of Mr. Wilberforce, 
entitics 


the ulustrious Chan 1p ion of the 
iltion.’’? and his exultation onthe 


1) “} 03" yy H j eG, bees = 
passing of the Abolition Act, de- 


serve to be recorded. 


7 wr . . 
Mi. Witherforce in 
secution of this rreat cause, L cannot 
ae ee Se > . 
‘SS My admiration in adeguste terms. 


The annlancea I Seo ae ee, 
~ 405 09taUSe Ne reCEIVeG Was SUCiI 
| 
‘ 


*<* Of the conduct of 


t, aS Was 
eely ever before riven to any man sit- 
tine his plac accel ee 

ih his piace in einer house 
Ment: 


4 Partia- 
but, had it been even greater than 
was, he would have deserved it all, for 
; ther tt. e ‘tiorts, 


— the firm, unshaken, 
u pid perse verance, with which he main- 
red, and finally brought to a successful 
eg the most glorious batdle that ever 
is ‘s fought by any human being,’ ” pp. 221, 


[lis description of the consecra- 
ccted in 


cessaryv to Wer 
- ‘ 


| rn 9 bi, and W ith, 


> si. 
one of the last 


eCls Oj 


3 ee _—, 2} 
op eTveg lnk SCVeCrai of Lue 
cetiny, C taeny Of Niitary tile 
tlemen, at an horel at the west end of the 
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by the 


proof, 
aad therefore thought it best to go at once 


the hamlet of Sunbridge, 1S very 


Characteristic ot tue wrlicl. 


“<¢ Onthe mormng of the 12h 


assembled at my house, to attend tie Arche 


"hes nes, dee 


® the principal ¢ venus ui the nes; sibourte 100, 


1D shor Yo! Canierbury to the chapel. iiie 


Cay Was fine, ‘ibe 
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tii me CXLCHNSIVeE Vaic 
wuues of thet Cnchanting | 


Gieat crowds were asscitoicd ch the 


etd LIC OC 
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4 5 , . i . 
scene, at was, 1 confess, & mvs J Ovi, and 
. a iene , P ’ . 
Hracisany Gas lo me; ama L ihanok God 
Most acve Ul), that he Misplecd mc with the 


fesulution lo undertake lie Work, and pro- 
it wiil, I 


jonsed my hfe to see it finished, 
1 under 44s gracious superintendence 
ibute mater: 


st, 
Col 


cae 


ae ’ ! 
Ove aia 


thei distance trom the parish church, were 
too ofcen destitute of that reiict which their 
exureme indigence required in this lite, and 
f nstruction which was ne- 
suivation inthe next. Lhe 


= 
— 


OF that reigious 


clercviman, wio wiilnow be fixed 


sun shone i01 woUsly ON 


beiow, and Diovgatl out 
rospcct, 
hall, 


4 , Py * ' 
esented wa mest checriuland animated 


iti lly to the present comfort 
id future happiness of some hundreds of 
enorant people, who, from their re- 
aimost ineecessibie situation, and 


amiongs 


them, and who is bound to reside constant- 


ly in the parsonage-house, will, it 1s hoped, 


by his doctrines, his exhortations, and his 
example, be the means of remedying these 
ei temporal and 
thew spirtiuat concerns, be their guide, pro- 
tector, benefactor and friend. ” pp. 229, 
I30 


both in th 


‘ 


is tite, his 


. i. . i. . iy 
Ol LUE Oabvvatlh. 


‘“¢Phad for some tine 
papers aih at 
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wn, Which was regularly announced, 


Held ewcr} iid, Su) uta} ! durit i the winter 
season. ‘his a ppeared to mc, #id to every 
friend to i< Ton, asifve ciless and \\ auton 


profanation of the Christian Sabbath, which 
laws both of God and man was sct 


apart for very ae fleient Purposes ; aud the 


bishops and cler: gy were severely censured 
for pernutting such a glaring abuse of tisat 


snbted cay Lo pass without notice or re- 


I determined that it sheuid not; 


ihe last extract we shall make, 1s 
thatan which he gives an account of 
- and most impressive 
conlerence with 
>yince of Waies on the subject 
military dliner, proposed to be 


past,” he says, 
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to the fountain head, to the person of the 
highest and principal influence in the meet- 
ing, the Prince of Wales. 1 accordingly 
requested the honour of an audience, and 
& personal conference with him on this sub- 
ject. He very graciously granted it ; and | 
had a conversation with him of more than 
half an hour. He entered immediately into 
my views, and confessed that he saw no 
reasons for holding the meeting on Sun- 
days, more than on any other day of the 
week ; and he voluntarily proposed that the 
day should be changed trom Sunday to 
Saturday, for which he said that he should 
give immediate orders, 

“¢ Thus auspiciously ended this 
view; and dunmng the whole time, 
charmed with his fine, open, manly ce 
nance, the peculiar mildness and rentieness 
of lis manner, the elegance of his laneus Hee 
and the clearness and precision with w hich 
he gave me the history of the whole meet- 
ing.’—* Surely,’ adds the Bishep, in lan- 
guage, the truth of which will be univer- 
sully acknowledged, ‘it is in the power of 
such a man, in a station of such eminence, 
and formed as he is to be the delight not 
only of this country, but of all Europe, so to 
win the public affection, as ‘to bow the 
hearts of ali the people of England, * as it 


were the heart of one man.’”? pp. 249— 
251. 


To this mass of extracts, we shall 
have only space enough to subjoina 
few observations ; first, on the sub- 
ject of these memoirs; and, sccond- 
ly, on the writer of them. 

It may be easily discovere: 
we conceive, by what qualitics the 
deceased Bishop won the esteem of 
the more seriously disposed part of 
the population. 

There is little roy that 
his virtues fairly deserved it. Let 
some features of his character be de- 
lienated.—He displayed, then, in aa 

cminent degree, that “ ornament of 
a meek and quict spirit, which 1s In 
hi of God” and, indeed, of 
society, ‘of great 


oOo 


inter- 
I was 


muntee 


. 7 . . 
TISK IN Savii 


the $i 
most ciasses of 
price.’’ 
Lie was, besid 
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LNov, 


to the maintenance of a profuse 
tabie, or a splendid appearance — 
There ts little to choose between tip 
man who spends for himself, or who 
saves for himself. The Bishop jj 
the happy mean, if he did neither, 
Occasionally, also, a tide seeme 
io arise In the calm of his ordinary 
character, which bore him on to 
highcr ground of labour and duy, 
His zeal, In many Instances, is of no 
ordinary character. When he cals 
upon che University to reform theiy 
plan of study for divinity students, 
when he strongly rebukes the pub- 
lic neglect ot Good riday (p. 35); 
when he comes forward for li 
correction of the Liturgy and Ap. 
ticles (p. 59), (though we dile 
from him as to his principle of cor. 
rection) ; when he presses the Sun 
day bil (p. 71) ; totls im the Procia- 
mation Society (p. 100); lashes adul- 
tery and adulterers to their faces (p, 
148) 3 when he calls upon socicty tor 
a public simnature of their reverence 
of the Lord’s day (p. 158); when he 
urges the relgieus instruction of the 
Negroes | ; when he breaks in 
upon the too stately quiescence of 
modern episcopacy, to give his Lent 
lectures ; when he promotes Sunday 
schools ; mncreases the solemnity of 
confirmation by a very solemn ad- 
Gress to the children (p. 166) ; when 
he aids the Bible Society ; writes to 
oh rank on their viola- 
sescedilee Scents (p.188)5 ventures, 
in defence of dis Suidieth, to the ve- 
ry ioot of the throne, in his inter 
view with the Heir Apparent :—on 
wil these occasions, he commends 
that tribute of reverence 
tion which ts always due to the 
% zealously affecte dina cood cause.” 
—I[tis difficult to estimate the pub- 
ut due to him on one score 
what deerec that elorious 
Great Britain, the 
ward observance of the 
sabbath, is, under God, perpett- 
ated to us and to our children by 
his exertions. He appears, more 
over, to have been ina high de- 
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eree conscientious——carefully, in his 
nn conduct, tollowing out his prine 
cipics to their practical Consequen- 
ces. And conscientiousness Is a lea- 
‘ure W hich, especiaily where the pos- 
sessor does not too loudly insist upon 
its being 1.troduced into the charac- 
ter ol all iis associates, Is likely to 
aturact the esteem of the by-stander. 
—Another source of popularity In 
the Bishop, was his freedom from 
high party teclings. Thougha fast 
fricnd to the Establishment, as he 
was bound to be, he, on no occasion, 
betrayed a spirit of intolerance. If 
he required that the dissenting mi- 
nister sliould be subjected to the ge- 
neral test of Scripiure, it was on 
erounds, and in a spirit, of which the 
Dissenter himself could not com- 
plain. If he resisted the claim of 
the Catholic for emancipation, it was 
because he thought (justly or net) 
that our freedom and their ematcl- 
pation (if it is to be called by that 
name) were incompatibie. Party, 
besides that of the church, he plain- 
ly had none. No polemics were re- 
tained or abetted by him; no set of 
men, or of notions, exclusively up- 
held; nor any banner elevated in his 
cuinp, but that of the establishment 
Wand the Cross. 
such being the leading features 
of the character of the Bishop, it is 
hot, we think, a matter of wonder 
that the public eye always pursued 
him with fondness, and saw him at 
lust sink, as it were, in the horizon 
0. one world, to arise with renewed 
spiend: ur in another, with all the re- 
sret w hich may be felt for a chance, 
Which, however painful to us, is, we 
tust, so glorious to him. 
The portrait presented of the Bi- 
shop by his nephew, is highly inte- 
resting ina variety of views.— It Is 
Staifving to have (as we have 
seen) the foundation of our esteem 
‘evealed to us. But there is another 
- Point, in which it is not less satisfuc- 
ory. It has been sometimes charg- 
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d U] pon the Estab dale hme nt, that we 


me mnpelted to search for the por- 
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of the 
those of the cathedral. Sow the 
church is ceriatnly vindicated by a 
multitude of her chilcrep. But the 
army Ol saints abd martyrs who mus- 
ter under her banner, is certainly not 
so great as to make us indifferent to 
the addition of any treshievies. In 
this light also, the lite of the Bishop 
is valuable. lis virtues would con- 
stitute a sortof wophy toany church 
of which he was a member. He was 
truly a good man. And it must be 
recollected in what circunistances he 
was good, It is comparatively easy 
to be VIrtuoUs, where our party is 
small, 1s select, is struggiine to rise. 
Itis easter to be vreat op the steps 
than on the seat of the throne. To 
be vigilant where many sleep ; spi- 
ritual when many are worldly ; to 
stem the torreni to which others are 
yielding ; to be iiberal in an atmos- 
phere somewhat tainted with bigot- 
ry ; to scatter biessines, while others 
roila sort of Vatican thunders ; to 
be lowly, sincere, and simple, in the 
sunsuine of a court; are rare attain- 
ments ;—but they were to a great 
degree the attainments of Bishop 
Porteus. He was not hke a pillar at 
Rome, where every fresh step pre- 
sents some new specimen of archi- 
tectural grandeur; but rather hke 
some rave and precious fragment in 
the wilderness, where almost all 
around is gloom and desolation. 

Having thus endeavoured to con- 
vey our estimate of the personal cha- 
racter of the Bishop; our readers 
may next require our judgement of 
him as the tescher of others, as a 
writer and minister. Here, we re- 
eret to say. our estimate Is not alto- 
evether same 
candour which has compelled us hi- 
therto to applaud, compels us now 
somewhat to limit our approbation. 
We shall simply state our reason for 
this restricted applause. 

In the first place. although we 
concur in the plan of the Bishop, as 
a writer and ministcr, seldom to ob- 
trude those controverted topics in 
theology to which mere partizans 


so favourable. The 


mecting-house, instead of 
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are apt to assign so much impor- 
tance ; we think that the grand tun- 
damental doctrines of the Gospel, 
Original sin, justification by faith, the 
emiiei of Divine grace, the univer- 
sal necessity of conversion and sanc- 
tification by the Holy Spirit, should 
have occupied a more important plac 


in all his sermons, and shouid “nite 


+ 


exclusively the subjectoi 
some. Phe Bishop w as, We en 
sound upon these points; but tb 
precedent of Scripture, t the state oO 
society, the disinclination of f 


been more 


a 


nan to these topics, their tempora 
ry banishment trom the pulpit, or 
rather their submersion in the sys 


tems of popular divinity, demanded 
the bold. Solemn ha, and unequivocal 
assertion of chem by this exaited and 
popular advocate cf Christianity 
May not almost all his sermons be 
read, and no very distinct conception 
of some of these doctrines be gamed? 
A second defect in the min sth - 0 
the Bishop 3 is, that, however rivid he 
might be in the application of these 
doctrines to his own case, he docs 
not in general so urge them as to 
establish their universal and para- 
mount Importance to his hearer 
He plainly thoucht it necessary, that 
he himseifl should be the mortified, 
subdued, devout, evangelized disci- 
ple of Christ ; but he does not press, 
at least with sufficient force, upon his 
hearers, that the same habits of mind 
i to them, and to all who 


are essential 
would be saved. He was more dis- 


—m 


Se 
Je 


posed to dwell on the happiness of 
religion, than the pertis of sin. He 
t 


descanted on the wisdom, the duty 
the satisfaction of faith and holiness, 
when the Bible would have said ** be 
that beheveth nut shall be damned’ 
— without holiness no man shalisee 
the Lord.” He supposed too much 
in his hearers, the existence of the 
qualiics which the Bible laveurs to 
beget. Instead of taking it lor grant- 
ed that the churchmanship of many 
was a mere name ; instead of reg - 

x the mass of his congregation 4 as 


rf "<¢ 


ennee es eemnabansyy ) Heart, as 
ers of pieasure more than lovers of 
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c 
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God,’ as men scaling the heights of 
an:bition, Slumbering in the lat uf 
indoience, whircdiuge in the vortex of 


fashion and dissipation, OY sunk yy 
vice and proiitgacy ; he addressed 


them too much as if they possessed 


the Characters which ¢rue metiber. 
ship of the church implies. He aid 
hot very mt uch afifily his sermons. 


Fle spoke, commuuty, IN general 


terms; dealt niuch in the Zmfrersung 
verb, much in the ¢hird person; aid 
adverted continually to the super. 


iat 2:28SC7ZLULIONS alg 


rity O: of 72al2707 
, ... , ~ 
we Know that 


“Y tran nel 
vwhitCr Ung 


, ~ me 3 
craracte?. Now lds 


ny of these habits, as ia 
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Pp PEACH ees | ave sanctioned BY bis l: 


' ree) 
Lior ity J Ahic prac Lee. ior Ins “lice, 


ren treating the hominal hacee us 
chur a4 has less sancuon 

Lp pisties of New 
e liturgy ol the Church 
of dung But, then, in the win 
case, under the peculiar circumistan 
ces of the early Christians, the bo 
minal church was, ta fact, the rel 
church. And as to the liturgy, hs 
evident that, in a general service, !6 
discrimination of character In the 
worshippers could be attempted; and 
it was the judement of charity to 
siopuse and treat all who used the 
{ 


real a no 
t 

tiah tie 
Dicnl, anc 1 4 


land. 


, ! > j rer 
Liic } esta 


i 
Fly, AS possessing t the spirit, of the 
' . es . ‘be 
churen. But itis evident that pre 
cedents such as these by no means 


as 
H ; Leapoty 
that species of charity 
which in the smallest degree closes 
our eyes upon the mixed characte! 
of a congre; sa tion. 5 which confounds 
the nominal worship 


cCins: &@ man a true 
{ling to 


authorize 


the real with 
per, and which de 


Christian because he is wi 
bear the name of Christ. In like 


0! 


manner, we know that the mad 
mild temper wiil naturally, in ad: 
dressing an audience, take refuge m 
the use of general terms, abstract 
truths, impersonal verbs, third per 
and the mixture > of general ap 
nlause to the mass, with the me easured 
condemnation of individuals. 
heless, such mildness as this has 1? 
rototy pe A Scripture ; nor is it col 
sonant to the dictates of an enlight 
ned humanity Ve do not wa 
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she man whose house is on fire, by 
abstract assurance that “ fire is 
by introducing a third 
“he is in danger 3” 
Lo those no- 
erencral 
fre Wisuranc Nor must 
the delegated apostle of Christianity 
fois tO GESC riminate, to individualis« Cs 
ty strike home, to draw the line be- 
yeen the form and spirit of religion ; 
ty) shew that the best church cannot 
of itself sanctify those who enter it 
“to spk at.” as old Baxter Say Sy 
dying man, to dying men 3” to 
‘warn. rebuke, exhort,” like one 
wno expects to mect his congreva- 
‘inn next at the bar of God. Lustead 
ithe audience rising, as it is to be 
uch feared very many did, from the 


tne 
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nwerous ; 


dal 
ersond TO Saves 
continually adverune 


DHlie jostitutions, the 
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Com panics. 
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Haste manly, sertous, and very 
nonular lectures of the Bishop, un- 


aiected by a sense of their guilt and 


edunver; we should have coveted for 
Bhim the culogy 
IV. upon Massiilon---* My Lord, 


pwhen [| 


bes stowed by F 0 tis 


rear other fine preachers, [ 
mire nye when [I hear you, I 
It is necessary to add, 
tthe private wriungs of the Bi- 
partake a litle of the defect to 

e alluded. 
vine, though with the deepcst 


fcit ourselves constrained to 


te myself.” 


We nat 


ovservations, we have 


May earnestly to eatreat of our rea- 


rs that they may not be misinter- 
. a - 
Ci. \4 en we 
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consider the coue- 
the spirituality, the 
s, Which often characterize 
we can- 


question his 
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“ic works of the Bishon., 
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Not for a moment 
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Pitty, his zeal, his devotion. We 
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 Possesses all these qualities 3 It is 
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too much almost to hope to say of 


atiy, that having these, they have 
also all the cont rolling 5 principles by 
Which alone their operation can be 
limited and corrected. 

iLaving dedicated so much space 
to the Bishe », we have left ourselves 
littie for his respectable biographer. 
it is enough, perhaps, to say of him, 
that he bears rather more resem- 
biunce, both in style and sentiment, 
to his venerable uncle, than his de- 
sree of relationship promised ; and 
neither he nor the public have cause 
to lament, that, as to very many 
points, ihe affinity should not be that 
alone of blood. The simplicity of 
manner inthe work, to us critics es- 
pecially, who are delighted to come 
at the thoughts of men by the short- 
est ssasiiliee cut, iS very gratifyiog. 
The book has higher qualifications 
than its style: itis manty and se- 
rious in the whole train of its senti- 
inents. The commendations of Mrs. 
Hi. More and the Bible ~ be- 
speuk the enlichtened and indep«n- 
dent man. The worst sentence in 
the whole, is the last parsgr aph of 
note p. 266: it is quoted, we believe, 
from Jortin, and ies a pretend. 
ed porern of Calvintene which can 
the name of a 


hae 


suppl 


caricature. Burnet was a professed 
A - a ae - 
Arn.inian, and FEforsicy was not a 
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and the § neti of their ad- 

and did net conceive a 
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ed to be thought the best legislator 
in the land, unless he was aiso ap- 
plauded as the best fiddier, our au- 
thor iowers himself to seek the ad- 
ditional reputation of a controver- 
Siaiist, we would,on the whole, re- 
commend it to him, not to sharpen 
the weapons of his controversial war- 
fare at the forge of the Bishop of 
Lincoln. 


The State of the Established Church. 
In a Series of Letters to the Right 
flon. Spencer Percevai, Chancellor 
of the Eacheyucr, &c. 2d. edit — 
London: Stockdale. 18i0. 


Tus pamphlet will be doubtless an- 
nounced to the pubiic under various 
appellations, according to the various 
feelings, or habits of thinking, pre- 
viousiy adop'ed by its readers. 
Those who, through aiong course 
of steady attachment to our venera- 
bie Estabiishment, bave acquired a 
respect for her infirmities, and aten- 
derness, if they should exist, for ber 
very errors, will pronounce these 


letters, under the garb of a frieadly 


remonstrance, to contain a series of 
ill-timed invectives aga nst her, and 
a wanton exposure, Dot to say exag- 
geration, of her frailties, to the eyes 
of the world. Many, on the other 
hand, who hail the sound of refor- 
mation trom whatever quarter, and 
subscribe but coldly to the argu- 
ments a friori for the excellency or 
stability of our church, wili weicome 
this production, asonly a just detec- 
tion of her faults, and a salutary warn- 
ing to our rulers, ere it is too late to 
rescue her from ruin. We shal} not 
at present allow ourseives to pass 
either sentence ; mucn less to pro- 
nounce on the motives under which 
the anonymous writer prucecded ;— 
only, we shail content ourselves with 
awell-known motto on the very worst 
supposition: ** Fas est et ab hoste 
doceri.”?’ And on every supposition 
we shall call on our author, even as 
an Englishman, to join with us in 
another equally appropriate ; 


Pudet hee opprobria nobjs 
Et dici potuisse, et non potuisse refe}jj 


Indeed, it must on all sides be ap. 
knowledged that he bas  handleg 
these * ofiprobria’’ in a manner ind. 
cating litile lightness of hand, or sys. 
ceptibility of irame. He does not 
‘“upproach to the faults of a church, 
as to the wounds of a parent, with 
plous awe aid trenibling solicitude,” 
nor, it is evident, does he think a 
wrinkled brow and grey bairs add 
any thing to the claims of her more 
robust youth, on his Hilal respect or 
grateful commendation. 

It is also to be observed, in re- 
gard to this, as to most other hasty 
schemes (sketches, is thelr Own more 
appropriate word) proposed by re. 
formists, that It is much larger on 
the actual state, than the possible 
change, of the thing to be retorm- 
ed 5 and describes at full length, and 
With safe vehemence, the mortal 
disease. but dismisses in a few pages 
of vague suggestion the far more 
in portant discussion of the remedy. 
Consequently, in enumerating the 
Various heads of censure alleged 
deainst our establishment in these 
letters, we shall have but to reicr 
the reader to their own broad un- 
qualified statements ; but in discus: 
sing the topic of rc formation, we ical 
the reader niust often content him 
self with our humble remarks, in de- 
fect of any satisfaction from the pa 
ees of the writer. 

The heads of censure, then, are 
neatly the following, and in the fol 
lowing order:—1. The state of the 
universities ; 2. Examination for ol 
ders (p. 24); 5. Disposal of patron 
ape in the church (p. 28); 4. Une 
qual distribution of church propery 
(p. 50); 5. Neglect of ecclesias 
tical discipline (p. 36); 6. Nor 
residence (». 41); 7. Churchwar 
dens’ oaths at visitations (p. 49)3 > 
Neglect, or carelessness, in the pas 
toral duties (pp. 59, &c. and 109 
and 121.) 9, Inaccuracy of returnsol 
the value of small fivings (p. 92); 
10. Hil application of Queen Anne 
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bounty, &c. (p. 98); 11. Want of 
churches, (p- 151). In most of 
which, proposals of remedy are pre- 
tended in a few concluding pages. 
And the whole is interspersed’ with 
some general remarks on the con- 
duct of the London clergy, the ar- 
uments for tithes, the excellence 
of the church, and the rise of ‘Sa 
certain new sect.” 

This very hasty arrangement ofa 
«hasty sketch,” obliges us, for our 
own and the reader’s satisfaction, to 
adopt something of a new order, in 
our observations upon it; to which, 
indeed, we are helped by the very 
obvious remark, that letters of this 
kind to a legislator and Chancellor 
of the Exchequer (however he may 
be attached to the interests of the 
church) bear on their very face but 
a slender promise of ultimate benc- 
fit to that ** kinedom’’ which is lite- 
rally, as well as spiritually, “ not of 
this world.” In a system like that 
of Christianity, where so much ts 
left to the private operations of con- 
science, we conceive there must be 
much to which no public provisions 
whatever, much less those of a po- 
litical legislator, can possibly apply. 
Much more also, in a church con- 
stituted like our own, should we 
imagine to fall exclusively, under 
the canonical regulations of those 
venerable persons to whom God and 
their country have committed the 
rovernment of the church; whilst 
a small remainder alone of its af- 
fairs, such as are in immediate con- 
hection with the wheel of govern- 
ment (and which, we do our author 
the Justice to say, are well stated in 
his pamphlet) should, in our hum- 
ble estimation, come under the cfli- 
cial consideration of that high politi- 
cal character to whom these letters 
are addressed, 

Following, then, in our remarks, 
the order naturally suggested to us 
by this threefold variety in ecclesi- 
astical affairs, we shall direct our 
first attention to that class of accu- 
sations which fall under the first of 
nose descriptions, and which admit, 
Christ. Obsery. No. {19. 
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as we conceive, of no direct legisla- 
tive remedy whatever. ‘These, we 
may safely call the state of our uni- 
versities, examinations for orders, 
the performance of the pastoral due 
tics, and, we must add also, the dis- 
tribution of church-patronage, whe- 
ther public or private.—On the state 
of our universities, our author makes 
the following appalling statements. 


* I'believe, sir, you cannot be ignorant 
of the manner in which those systems are 
carried into effect, or rather are neglected. 
That the example of too many among the 
preceptors, and the looseness of conduct 
suffered among the students, prove how 
widely our colleges have departed from the 
intentions of the founders”—so that, instead 
of religion, they too often confer * habits 
and opinions destructive to the individuals, 
and baneful to those whose eternal happi- 
ness 1s hereafter to be entrusted to persons 
so little qualified or accustomed to appre- 
ciate their own.” p. 15. 


Much of this insubordination is 
then attributed to the ** introduction 
of many persons to the higher offices 
—on principles of charity, with 
little reference to weight, talents, 
and respectability.” p. 17. % Young 
men of the highest attainments, if 
possessing liberal fortune and man- 
ners, are dismissed from the honours 
and emoluments of colleges, to make 
way for those whose only recom- 
mendation Is their poverty.” And 
then ** poverty and prescription” 
are described as ‘¢ almost the only 
passports to fellowships, &c.”? p. 18. 
Then comes an equally strong no- 
tice, that 


*‘— there are more vice and profligacy 
of manners countenanced at our universi- 
ties, where a direct and obvious check 
exists, than weuld be suffered to take 
place among its members afterwards, when 
they arrive at situations in life which pre- 
sent no positive restraints; and that the 
scenes of riot and debauchery which pass 
unnoticed (or at least are ineflectually no- 
ticed) by those who cannot be ignorant of 
them, wouid, in this metropolis, subject the 
perpetrators to the correction of the pos 
lice.” p. 20. 


Religion, he conceives to be 
equally neglected, Christianity 
AZ, 
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forms little or no part in the regu- 
Jar plan of instruction. Contrary to 
our expericice in every other pro- 
fession, candidates for our preset 
are taught every branch of science, 
but that in which they are to icon 
tise ; chapel is not attended tll it 
is half over; many go there intoxi- 
cated, as to a kind ot roll-call; and 
though the assumption of the Lord’s 
Supper is feremptory ufion the stu- 
dents, no care Is taken to teach 
them its importance, &c. p. 22 

Letter I!1. opens with 
Statements, In respect to examinae 
tion for orders. “ Our future cler- 
ryan, having taken his degree (to 
which the principies of religion 
form at Cambridge no step what- 
ever, and at Oxtord a very trifling 
Muchid 
ane 


similar 


one), and having, omen b 
alone, attained that objec 
nounces himself a candidate for holy 

Then “so very Jax bas 
the examlnation tor orders, 
who has taken 


V 
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orders.”’ 
become 
that there is no man 
a degree at the university, wh 
not reckon on a} 
ty, whatever his attainmen 
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want of attention to moral characte, 
Wiiich Is at present most to be de. 
plored, and which he couid wish tg 
see commence even belore the tine 
of ordination, &c.” ‘This cursory 
wish, witha single page in Letter X, 
is the whole of the remedy our wrijep 
has to propose for the cure of such 
numerous inveterate and compli 
cated disorders. ‘* The first step toa 
reformin the church establishment,” 
he tells us, “should be an entire and 
total revision Gf the system of our 
universiiics— A knowledge and rigid 
practice of the duties of religion 
should be rendered indispensable. 
Vice should be not only ¢ checkec— 

but made, alter a certain limit, a po- 
sitive obstacle to ordination—A pre- 
paration and examination for orders 

should be part of the collegiate sys- 
tem not Jett to bishops—or their 
chaplains—decent attendance on the 
church service prescribed—-and 
young men intended for the church 


should cdeclere such intention on 
their admission to the university.” 
pp i2S—126. 


without 


4 Ot WW. 
OID § @ 
a 


any comment on 
the fore ishesS, may we not 
safely appeal to the reader for the 
trath of ovr observation, that these 
stating abuses. for which 
not even the author himself, much 
less a politician and chancellor of 
the exchequer, is likely ever to pro- 
pose apy effectual, public, or le- 
gishitive remedy. We should be 
ashanic the old adage, 


ietters are 


i to quote 
suid lewes sive moribus 

cicht ¢ 

were it not forced upon us by the 
id Esmee juate manner in 
i tier has treated this, by 
far the most important part of his 
subject, which was to point out a We} 
of return for our church esteblish- 
ment to her original purity. Happys 
doubtless, was that pate nt, whose 
sons were alll brave, and daught tersall 
beautiful: or, in more appropriate 
alinsion, heartily we could wish, 
“ Would Ged thatall the Lord’s peo 
ple were prophets, and that the Lord 
would put his Spirit upon them 


ape profit 


{ 
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But has our author pointed out any 
means fur the accompiishmentot t..is 
desirable end? Has he shewn by what 
specilic act of parhiam ent we shall be 
able to Infuse a spirit of picty where 
it is decaved, ot discipline where it 
is qremuanae or of subordina- 
Can the 
mere ca 

3? Can 
ments ofany “kind pre- 


tion Wd this § age of license 

yigours oi a police restore 

on true principles, to colle; 

political enact 

scribe a course of study to universi- 

jeg, enforce IS prosecution when 
srescribed, or, Which is much Ore, 

es 


reentate th e course of episcapal oxi M 


mination, and adniussion into orders ¢ 
But we are inclined to £0 further, 
sonic Ingu irics 


ne upon the correctness of our 


and evel tO InaKe 
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cause, ** It 
writer to attempt to diserin: 
eood should in sume dee 
vith the depraved, they 


who, place d 


1s too Jate for a public 
’ 
‘ 


and uf the 
gree suffer 
have only to blame those w 
in high and lucrative situations for 


4 , one : ona a ee 
purpases of prevention, have failed 
to prevent the conduct we are now 
catled upon to Pol! t out.’? bar irom 


aereeing with this sentiment, we 
think discrimination esseiutially ne- 
cessary at all times, on all sul brects ; 
but most especially at these ies, 
subjects. Broad asser- 
without much proof, never 
inedlesscredence inthe world than 

fully impressed 
e with the truth of 


“Orns ‘ i. 1c 
and on these 


Lions. 


al present. aaa QWs 
as we ourselves 4 
much that is here po vanes as well 


asthe necessity of amendment, the 
very indiscriminate mode olf state- 


} } } . ale ne 
itadopted by our author, makes 


us fear that neither he nor his plans 
will ever be listened to by the public. 
Ind eed, we ourselves are somewhat 
disposed to ask our reformer—we 
Should rather say informer—whe- 
_ he is iully acquainted wi th the 

ctual state of our two universities ? 
Does he really appeal to all these sad 
‘cts, as those * quorum pars magna 
fut’? Has there been nothing 
cemended in these establishments 

‘ince the writings of our Johnsons 
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me t 
1 
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and Knoxes, whose pages we could 
almostaccuse our author of transcrib- 
ing into his own? We think that an 
appeal tothe state of some individual 
colleges, in both universities, would 
tura the edge of many a sharp Invec- 
tive aimed indiscriminately at all. 
We mixht alude, also, toa great and 
important change adopted, ‘much to 
her credit, of late by a whole untver- 
sity,in which she has notbcen asham- 
ed to retrace her steps, inguire into 
first principles, and renew her youth 
Inu series of laudable efforts in be- 
half both of the learning and religious 
siete of her children. This 
urely is something gaine d. And we 
are much mistak en if a sfirit of vee 
waaeN and a caste for theological 
tudics, be not at this time spreading 
and extending’ themselves in both 
ale rsities. Weare aware at least 
oi some few lectures in divinity, as 
weil as iecturers ; and not cf profes- 
sors oniy, but professors In their 
Chairs, dealing out the Important rue 
aimentsofChristiun knowledge; and 
of young men under the necessity of 
qualifying themselves by an attend. 
ance upon these lectures, for an ap- 
ce at the public examination of 
sOmE bishops. In short, we think 
enough appears,on the most cursory 
view of the subrect, to lead us great 
ly to doubt whether any legislative 
iniericrence whatever, in the present 
state of these institutions, could be 
productive OL any pr 
ment, cither in point of thcolagic al 
instruction, or even of discipline. 
‘<The sage,” we seuadeias though 
somewhat “ sick,’ fone dead 3 ; 
abnot imagine that any rote 
-chancellor,. or zca- 

lous proctor.dissatisfied with the pow- 
crs they now possess, would hold 
themselves indebted to Mr. Perceval 
for annexing Bow-Street runners to 
the scholastic police,or adding corpo- 
ral punishment tothe terms ofimpo- 
sition.,and imprisonment within walls. 
The real fact. in regard to these 
often repeated complaints, whether 
ugalust schools, or colleges, or epis- 
copal examinations, we believe to 
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be this; that they are, and must ever 
be, subject to the greatest variations, 
just according tothe times in which 
they happen to be placed, and more 
particularly the persons under whose 
care they happen to fall. In very 
large institutions, standing upon an- 
cient usage and prescriptive right, 
and presenting, if we may Say It, so 
large a front to society, we must ex- 
pect very considerabie irregularities 
to be perceived; many general re- 
vulutions to be made, open to parti- 
cular objections ; and obstructions 
almost innumerable, arising from 
their very bulk, to the wisest regula- 
ions for their good management. 
We are disposed to doubt, wiether, 
in a system of education so widely 
extended, and laying the foundation 
for all the professions in after lite, we 
ought to look, at fcast till that foun- 
dation shall first have been laid, for 
a much more gencral adoption of 
divinity, as a science, into the plan: 
any more than we ought of legal 


research, of political economy, of 


medicine, or the principles of trade. 
And as to demanding the names of 
those who are for the church, some 
jive or six years betore they enter it, 
though we admit it to bea plausib! 

and perhaps the only, cxpedicnt 
tangibly brought forward by our 
writer, yet we can scarcely hope for 
its adoption in an age of so much la- 
titude, and such entire treedom both 
of agency and thought, as our own. 
And, to carry our remarks a stage 
higher, the very examination for or- 
ders by the Bishop, though a more 
express and énaviting subject fer re- 
eulation, seems to us almost neces- 
sarily to imply a large discretion, 
and consequenily a degree of abuse 
in the conduct of it, proportionate to 
the number and interests both of the 
examiners and the candidates. And 
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church might not suffer a great re. 
diction of the number of candidates 
for her sacred functions ; or how {yy 
its operation, by discouraging only 
the idle and dissipated, too often 
found amongst the rich, might jot 
bring a poorer and lower indeed, byt 
an cqually numerous, and a more ac. 
tive and energetic ministry, sone. 
what analogous to the clergy of Scot. 
land. And itis assuredly a dilenima 
in the mean time, hanging heavily on 
the consciences of the venerable pas. 
tors of our church—venerable in 
proporuon to their awful responsi- 
bility—whether they will prefer a 
ministry lower in number or politi- 
cal consequence, but elevated in mi- 
nisterial qualification ; or one which 
Shall fill up the whole deficiency 
indeed, but with men whose safest 
praise, next to silence, is, that they 
are the best which the higher ranks 
vere capable of affording.* 

And here, to speak our own opi- 
nion more freely upon the point in 
question, had the task fallen to our 
lot (from which, indeed, we might 
well have shrunk) of guiding in se- 
cret the pen of this our warm, and 
we trust weil-intentioned, letter: 
writer, we should have strenuously 
advised his remarks on this head 


* Let us hear authority upon this subject, 
from which the Churchof England has sel- 
dom, if ever, occasion to appeal ‘Ina 
minister, ignorance and disability to teach 
is a maim; nor is it held a thing allowable 
to ordain such, were it not for the avoiding 
ofa greater evil, which the church must 
needs sustain, if, In so rreat scarcity of able 
men, and msufficiency of most parishes 
throughout the land to maintain them, both 
public prayer and the administration of sa 
craments should rather want, than any man 
thereunto be admitted lacking dexterity and 
skill to perform that which otherwise was 
most requisite. Wherefore the necessity 4 
ordaining such, is no excuse for the rasll 
and carciess ordaining of every one that 
bath but a friend to bestow some two oF 
three words of ordinary commendation in 
his behalf. Ev reason whereof the church 
eroweth burdened with silly creatures 


> one 
more than need, whose noted baseness 2h¢ 
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insufficiency bringeth their very ordet itseu 
into contempt,”—Hooler : Lecles. Pol. lip 
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‘o have been immediately address- 
ed to those concerned In the educa- 
tion of our youth, in their instrac- 
tion for holy orders, and in their final 
admission into the holy ofiice. Our 
address would have been to the 
heads of houses in both universities, 
to tutors, prolessors, and all others 
directly responsible for the difierent 
operations there carried on. It would 


have reached even the footstool of 


the episcopal throne. It would have 
humbly, yet feclingly, suggested to 
the notice of al/ (where we would 
fain hope the voice of reason is ne- 
yer beard in vain), the great and 
palp. ible deficiency wuctually existing 
in those very departments, in which 
they are officially and daily called to 
act. It would have represented to 
them, on whose will the cause of 
learning and religion in the church 
is suspended, the low state of both 
in which a large proportion of those 
destined or admitted to holy orders 
are actually found. We should have 
compared the existing state of things 
with the past, and have asked if 
the state of literary or religious 
knowledyre, assumed as the ordina- 
ry standard of clerical qualification, 
would have satisfied, much less pro- 
duced, those burning lights of an- 
clent days, our Cranmers cr Halls, 
our Ushers or Taylors, our Hook- 
ers or Barrows. 
..His juventus orta parentibus 

infecit equor sanguine Punico, 
We might have stirred to jealousy 
our English universities, by a close 
comparison ef the youth there under 
tuition for holy orders, with those in 

relon establish: nents. Wemight 
we referred our venerable pastors 
‘o that which is daily asserted with- 
oul Contradiction, the incomparabiy 
steater learning, both literary, and 
more especially theological, io be 
found j in the youth of our sister mi- 

Nstry in Scotland, to that found 
“mongst ourown. Their eyes might 
have iets directed nearer home, to 
instances of religious education suc- 
Cessfully conducted even in this our 
own land, amongst a class whom it is 
alike its own misfortune and ours that 
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we must consider as in rivalry with 
ourselves ; and they might have been 
entreated to consider what ground 
has ihe offered tor others to assert 
that even a large majority of regu- 
larly educated dissenting ministers 
are better versed in the comnion- 
places of theology, and that know- 
ledge of their Bible on which. asa 
science, it rests, than even a small 
minority of our rising ministry. 
Our address would then have hum- 
bly, but practicadiy, suggested it to 
the conscience of each authorized 
instructer of youth, or sapere 
dant of the church, how tar the wish- 
ed-for reform be not dependent, 
within his own sphere, wholly and 
solely upon himselt. We should 
have advised no waiting here for 
general regulations, for legislative 
Innovations, or metropolitan socie- 
tics for the education of the clergy 
on Dr. Bell’s plan to be simuitane- 
ously adopted throughout the king- 
dom. The change we should have 
hinted, as in our minds the only 
praciicable one, would be the pri- 
vate, and perhaps unperceived, 
change which each collegiate or 
episcopal dignitary should, at the 
very hext recurrence of public exa- 
mination, think himself bound in 
duty to adopt, in regard to his own 
charge. We should press upon 
them (with all due deference to an 
authority whose difficulties can only 
be fully understood from its exer- 
cise), the shameful instances of 
abuse In these respects, which we 
are constrained to fear are often 
known to slip by those who observe, 
and who might prevent them, but 
do it not. Upon the heads er tutors 
of colleves, or prefessers, might be 
urged the immense advantage they 
respectively possess, for impressing 
on the minds ef their puplis the na- 
ture of that holy office into which 
many are to pass from their hands. 
And even on the most venerable or- 
der itself might be urged, its own 
absolute and uncontrollable power 
for repelling any (if they please, 
without a reason), who shall dare to 
approach them uninformed, unqua- 
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Iified for the sacred office, with lips 
untouched by the llame ol holy 

eal, cr censers unhailowed to bear 
oi in the house of the Lord. 
Some living cxamples to this effect, 
and some who live but in our erate- 
ful recollection, might have been 
cited, whose salutary exertions still 
rescue episcopal examination from 
absolute contempt. And, finally 
should have pointed to that great 

)! 


&j 


i 

day “when the chief She} here 
appear,’ and asked, if any temporal 
ease, or temporary applause for cri- 
minal levity in the discharge of their 
important duties, would be well pi 
cehused by a burdened conscicnce in 
the recollection of past neg livence’, 
or by a single frown froin ffs coun- 
tenance, ** before whom the carth 
and the heavens will fice away, and 
there will be found no place for 
them.” 

Such are 
siderations to which. had 
sessed the opportunity, we 
Willingly have air 
our writer: and we 
from at least so much « 
as to imagine they might ha 
better qualitied to ngpdaing tie pur- 
pose of a guitct and gradual, or in- 
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deed any reform at all, than letters 
of mere general remonstrance, ac. 
dressed to the Right Hon. the Chan. 
celtor of the Exchequer. 

We presume to propose a simi- 
lar style of address to the clergy at 
he upon ihe subject of abotwer 
leadine conpleint ‘urged i) lls 
pemph Het smagainst their neghice 
discharge of the pastoral duties. But 
let us first hear, and offer a tew re. 
marks upon, the lan suage of this 
complaint itself. © A great provor- 
tion of cur cict 
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to gabbie through a iew formal c!- 
fices,” &ce.— Many excepiions, in- 
deed, he speaks of; and congratu- 
lates us on the and piety of 
many in the hicher 
church.........°" But for all this, I fea 
a great proportion of the clergy are 
the very reverse of these high ex- 
amples......and betray an indliference 
oi conduct, and diss olu teness of muai- 


it is most shame- 


, 
learning 
' 


offices of the 


ners, which, whist 
ful in them, would not be borne with 
in any other state of iife.” Le thet 
talks of the “ reverend associates 
and abettors of public corre pion 

nd profl gacy.......walking about 
Gur Sireets, unsiienced and unchas 
».eA horse-race, a fox-chase, 
; riaich, is never without 


ee 
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prebendaries, and minor-ca- 
nons, without number......On such 
occasions, grave, very grave persons 
,are to be scen shouting the 
horus of some election ribaidry, 
whose zeal, Or Even Common indus- 
try, Upon mere limps — topics ~he 
| d never needa y pp. 
\fter attributing the success of 
the dissenters, in promotivg poliucal 
erences, to the lukewarniness of 
rey, our writer 
procendls in p. 60. to state the great 
y-—some times 
only every other Sunday—which he 
declares to be the case in as ereat a 
livines above as be- 


COS, 
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ndcea 


S7 commas 44. ( oO. 


4s 


suse of sinzle dut 


proporlian ¢ of 

low 5002. per annum. Advertise- 
ments to this effect he mentions, 
| perfectly irregular, yet ap- 
pearing In the very face of the dio- 
manner and the 
nele duty 
y necessary 
ten at ten, sometimes 
nine in the morning, leaving all the 
ie day to revelling and drunk 
nness, or, What Is more common 


how, to the itinerant enthusiast. And 
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of his unusual exertion, under his 
very nose are these ltruders zea- 
lously underminiig the Establish- 
ment which gives him bread.’ Ori- 
ginal composition, it is next observ- 
ed, j is scarcely known among them 3 
and even their sciections represented 
as Injudiclous, and so olien repeated 
as to be quite familiar to the audi- 
ence. And, finally, pastoral visits 
are not only greatly neglected, or 
wholly discontinued, but even their 
obligation is denied, and the cler: gy 
are convinced “that the duties of 
hospitality, and of domestic instruc- 
tion and consolation to the young, 
the depraved, the decrepid, and the 
dying, form no part of the demands 
which their parishoners have upon 
them.” pp. 60—70. To all which 
the state of the Londonclergy is re- 
presented as affording a faint, though 
laudable exception. p. 74, &c. 

Now, upon a gencral review of 
these truly alarming statemenis, we 


can only say, that, whether they be 
true or false, or in whatever spirit 


‘ ths a4 
they may have been dictated, LOIN gs 
are as they are, and neither better 


el namcnalewna ° \e 
nor worse in themseives for having 
been so represented to the public. 
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ing class of dissenters, probably the 
Methodists, appears in p. 115, as 
ranged under “ certain cralty lea- 
ders and mistaken zealots......render- 
ing religion not......our calm guide, 


&e.......but a turbulent disturber of 


individual comiort,” &c......Not that 
he supposes “every one a metho- 
dist or hypocrite who is a strange 
to the vice and irreligion of the times 
«Dut at the same time, there are 


amongst us saints of a most mis- 
chievous description,’ &c. who turn 
out to be * dissenters of the worst 


description, publicly denying them- 
selves to be dissenters at all. ...tel- 
ling you (with too much afifiearance 
of truth) that it is you, the Church 
of England, which has dissented from 
yourself; that they mean to bring 
you back to your original purity...... 
therefore are purchasing advowsons, * 
procurring curacies, &c. for persons 
of their own tenets.....Calvinistic, 
and as opposite to the real principles 
of our church, as almost any species 
of dissent.”’ pp. 115, 116. 

my this description we are forcibly 
led (we beg pardon if wrongly) to 
understand that he means, or intends 
others to mean, what are mischiev- 
ously denominated the evangelical 
clergy 5--aterm of distinction against 
which we shall never cease to pro- 
test, and which, to our certain know- 
ledge, many persons disclaim, who 
are nevertheless pursved with the 
appellation. Now, having the honour 
of some little personal acquaintance 
with a few clergymen so stigmatiz- 
ed in their respective neighbour- 
hoods, we are free to own that we 
were about to adduce them, as In- 
Stances tending to disarm 
those bitter sarcasms against the 
church at large ;—sarcasms of which 
we could wish those, who are so 
mightily alarmed at other danvers to 
which our venerabie Establishment 


* We wish we knew of so much zeal, in 
these our days, as would prompt men to ex- 
penses of this kind. but we confess on this 


head our author possesses some sources of 


information with which we are wholly un- 


acquainted. 


many of 


is exposed, would consider the {yj} 
effects, before they give them to the 
public. We were about to observe, 
that there were very lew neighbour. 
hoods, within ourown knowledge, in 
which unhappily the name of evan. 
velical, but standing connected also 
with some pious and exeinplary cler. 
gyman, the undoubied friend of bis 
church and his country, is not now 
sounded. On this foot, we had jp. 
tended to state our firm belief that 
many hundred clergymen, scattered 
througbout most parts of this favour. 
ed land, were now living and acting 
in a manner to conlute, and even 
confound, the general accusations 

cast upon the body at large. The 
number of such persons, we also are 
inclined to hope, is much on the in- 
crease, amongst the younger as wel! 
as the more advanced part of the 
clergy ; most of them unexception- 
able, even in point of discretion, that 
last and difficult attainment of true 
zeal; hoiding, upon the tenets of 
Calvinism that detestable schism of 
our [Lookers,and Ushers. and Leigh- 
tons, and Beveridges), the most en 
lizhtened neutrality, on purely in 
tellectual and theological principies; 
serving much, by their example, to 
e tone of clerical duty, even 
amongst those of their neighbours 
who cannot go so fer; having, at the 
same time, nod litte ‘rence with them, 
but increased activity and zeal i 
their common profession ; ; and well 
versed. we should add also, in those 
principles of church governmen 
which perhaps they may be the only 
men hereafter to urge with effect, of 
even with knowledge of their sub 
fect, when they may be called (0 
stand in the breach, and man the bul: 
warksof our church against the over 
whelming assults of religious dis 
sent. We speak not this on light 
erounds ; nor, at present, with any 
o:her motive than that of rescuins 
our church from the actual load © 
obloquy and suspicion under which 
publications like the present must 
necessarily throw it. And, in truths 


» ontthor 
we are not aware that our aul 


raise th 
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himself, unguarded as he is In every 
aitack, would altogether reproach us 
for opposing even this shield to the 
force of his weapons. We do not 
accuse, or even suspect, him of any 
fool’s project of ** Hints to the Legis- 
Jauure upon Evangelical Religion.” 
But we must say, on the other hand, 
if he only tempts us to look with sus- 
picion upon men on whom he must 


know how invidiously the name of 


“saints,’? &c. is ready to be cast by 
the world ;—if, in fact, we are to ex- 
clude from the best defenders and 
the brighiest ornaments of our 
church, men alike eminent for their 
zeal or their indolence, for their su- 
perior sanctity or their incorrigible 
levity ;—if we are to rank amongst 
her true sons, or rather fathers, none 
but a certain indefinite middle cha- 
racter, who shall yust hit the fancy 
of any fanciful projector ; who shall, 
with a spirit of separation from the 
world, be just happy or unhappy 
enough to ave that world “ speak 
well of them ;” who shall oppose 
without being opposed—we had al- 

' most said, shall be zealous without 
zeal, earnest without warmth, cor- 
rectin doctrine without any doctrine 
at all, and examples in piety without 
strictness ;—-why, then, truly our 
writer must look for these last, where 
he thinks they may be found, in Pla- 
to’s Republic, in Utopta, or Oceana ; 
andin the mean time, we will offer 
him our most sincere condolence 
upon the actual state, not only of 
our own much-abused church, but 
of every other Christian community 
in the known world. 

In the mean time, however. we 
are Not willing to leave our writer 
without our poor assistance, even on 
his view of the case; and therefore 
we revert to our original position, as 
tothe far greater eligibility of the 
mode of “address,” by way of reform- 
ng the ill manners of our corrupt 


) clergy, than of proceeding “by bill,” 


oY proposing, through Mr. Perceval, 
paramentary regulations. Indeed, 


we cannot understand how any bill 
| Can ascertain more clearly the pow- 


Christ. Obsery. No. 119. 
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ers which at present exist, or cre- 
ate others which shall be found on 
expericnce more effectual to add re- 
rularity to the administration of the 
holy sacrament,catechising childreny 
visiting the sick ; or, in general, to 
stimulate the ciergy to greater de- 
cency and devotion in the various ofli- 
ces of their calling. Much less do we 
see the possibility of redressing by 
law, what doubtless is the root of all 
outward “turgical neglect, viz. lor 
the most part, the dissipated habits 
of those guilty of such negicct; 
their want of inclination to all study, 
or, at least, those studies peculiar to 
their profession ; aud that very per- 
nicious, we hesitate not to call It, 
ministerial delinquency, the preach- 
ings habitually other compositions 
than their own. ‘Tlis latter practice 
——however defended by the respecta- 
ble names of Burnett or Addison, or 
by many others not less respectable, 
yet, as we believe it, fraught with 
every deadching principle,and whose 
only excuse is that which Intimates 
aman to be no credit to his profes- 
slon—is, we verily thins, the oniy 
means by which the ast degree of 
lenerance and lasensibility can be 
made compatible with the sacred of- 
fice. And it is tothis therefore, and 
to those other enumerated delin- 
quencies, whether in public or pri- 
vate pastoral duty, that we would, by 
a personal address, call the attention 
of all ranks and orders of the church 
—if possible, by a voice of thunder. 
We would warn them, from the 
highest to ithe lowest, that this is not 
a time for compromise, or for mak- 
ing easy concessions to certain ex- 
empt coses, which infallibly become 
a precedent for all cases of the most 
flagrant neglect or dissipation. We 
would, through the operation of their 
own good sense, or through the au- 
thoritative frown of the bishop, ex- 
clude the clergy, without exception 
or reserve, from the fox-chase and 
the card-iable. We would entreat 
them most earnestly to draw a line, 
whether in their own conduct, or in 
the advice from superiors to the in- 
5 A 
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erior, not according to what each 
individual may just feel right for 
himself, but what the world at large, 
in its general, and perhaps vayue, 
judgment of character, or in the 
comparison with those who have ac- 
tually bespoke its respect by their 
piety, may be supposed to feel. We 
= entreat them not to be deter- 
l,by the HAputation of Puritanism, 
iroin that gravity of character, that 
reserved deportmen t,and that actual 
separation irom the worid. especially 
in all its varletics of public ami use- 
ments, which marked the church in 
its very best times; w hich sulimarks, 
and even (uiay We say it? ) aig hifies, 
a class, whose exaltation we suspect 
is only another word forour own vo- 
luntary depression; and which, if 
possible to our greater 
argument of superiority to 
the very Catholic 
which we should find 


oriesthood itself, 
it difficult to 
answer. ne are welll 
speaking of the 


structed,’ 

tlien 

‘in their 

and 

With 

wonderful diligence,’ &c.* 
Preface to Past. Care. 

These ave considerations, which, 
we trust, we shall never be backward 
or afraid to urve with all our humble 
streneth ot reason aid Ps saints to 
ddressthem 
ears and yom s of every 
yostolical estallish- 


shame, ale 


fords a: 


suid Be ‘rhnetl, 
fiarochial Popish clergy, 
religion; lead recular lives 3 
perform their parochial duties 
a most 


urge the 
to the very 
anmember of our a 
sos te Pd ib inde 


ment j-~a! ‘cd, Says the 
. 4 -_ 


° A mHertinent observation on this same 
supject, mnour present pampliret, is that in 
Y eg} ai a a ee . ‘ : 
~P 7: © Phe creat bodv of ile PpCOpre an 


4 
! . n De Ss 
they see: ana u 
' 


only reason from what 

they bel hold, as is teo ofien the cuse, that 
niety appertams to every species Gl worship 
but our own ; von the Merhacdist, the Ro- 
mai Cu , the Anabaptist, and Pre by- 
torian minis she have none of that slevemy 
inddierence which marks the conduct of so 


maay of our oWn clerev; they wil con- 
elide that that religion is the best, which 
appears to have, tirough its maimsiry, a 
more immediate inspiration from God; nor 
are the arguments with which vou, sir, and 
sda enlightened persons, are .ole to trans. 

r the blame from the svstem to the indi- 
tik. cay able of b eng perceived by their 
erosser appreliensions,” 


forementioned honest writer, in the 
same book, so long as “ we can shew 
& primitive spirit in our administra. 
tion, as well as a primitive pattern 
for our constitution.” C. iv. And 
hopeless as our lJetter-writer is jp. 
clued to think the reformation, op 
lost the moral sense o! our Clerical 
Instructers, we are not without our 
persuasion, that such an application 
to their own sense of duty, aad, we 
might add, interest also, would be 
more eficctual than any remon- 
strance, however loud auc perempto- 
ry, through the medium of a legista. 
torand a¢ chancellor ofthe exchequer, 

We have said ¢vderes/, not indeed 
to intimate this to be a leading mo- 
tive with the great body of the cler- 
*y, so much as to carry forward our 
remarks another stagce,—to the com- 


plaints uttered by our informer 
weainst the usual distribution of 


church fiatronage, both public and 
private. Here indeed, as being a 
ereat public patron, we can under- 
stand and admit an address to the 
mora! and political feelings of Mr. 
Perceval. We would indced, with 
him, address ourseives to every pos- 
sessor of ecclesiastical preferment 
throughout these realms. And this 


we W ould do, not cnly on the score 


of that heavy moral responsibility 
with which, by inheritance, or by 
whatever other means, they have be- 
come invested; but also, as we have 
said, on the very footing of interest; 
and on aviewotthe very ereat danger 
to which thechurch itseli, over which 
they hold that patronage, is exposed, 
at this very moment, by the method 
in pawn itis applied. We have no 
hesitation In saying, that, as a genes 


. principle, within the purview 
of ie lewislature, the existing mode 


rareh patronage Is preterable to 
aes one often pre sposed j in eu of lt— 
viz. popular sulirage—-niuch more 
any other crude expedient, accot a 
ing to the funcy of sul] bolder ex 
perimentalists. Besides, we believe 
there is that reverence, and justly 
so, for the established rights of a 
vate property, in this country, th 
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J] changes in that respect Gf any 


vad been conceived by our author) 


e to be considered as in the last 


de - sree chimerical and impracticable. 
But not soa Change, upon due and 
temperate representalion, in the 
minds and feelings of many of our 
great pu biic us well as private pu- 


trons of ecclesiastical preferment. 


vo them we should expect a state- 
syent to speak in the must impres- 


wai ig 


sive accents, that should represent 


to them the tremendous hazard in 


t' 


these umes, ws weli ascriminality in 


i, which is attached to a misappil- 


~ tion of their sacred trust. These 
are times in which we must sorrow- 
‘ily own, that the ministry of the 


blished Church, through a con- 


> 


stenation not wholly in tielr own 


DuWer, are held in a disrespect un- 


rE*) 


known in former days. ‘Phere is 
but litle or no respect to their of- 


ten hold in common Only wit 
Pwho, in point of frescrifpti: 


C 


.us such; and that which they 
e to their persons, they of- 
i) LiOSE 


72, have 


« 
a” 
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‘ i’ + 
nCitat 


noegual claims on the apostolical 
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eS = 


ui 


keve every such unworthy minister 
Po be a rot in the very heart of the 


Puude. The contempt thus exisung, 


thus increasing, towards the church, 
pis likely, in the nature of things, to 
Pcstend itself to the state 3 and there- 
Pfove we have no hesitation i In saying, 
staat the patron who preiers to his 
Den his 


hefice a man calculated by 
usconduct to feed, or even by his 
C meaty to excuse, that conteny pt 

‘the order, is aiming a blow at 
heconstitutionof Enelund ;—a blow 
hat will be felt, inasmuch us we be- 


building, and a mark for the light- 
Bigsofvenge: ance.— And here miost 


de 


pecially, though in the respectful 
guage of humility , we should ad- 


ecss those venerable fathers of out 


4 


E. 


v0 church, at once the objects and 
Cdispensers of the most impor- 
it patronage which our constitu- 


Ar 


fe knows. We shouid entreat 


5 2 fo reflect upon their superio 
Mcvation, by which they are neces- 


Mrily constituted the public eXam- 
z in this as in all other religious 
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and moral respects, to the nation at 
large. Under the sanction of the 
immortat Hooker, we would pie- 
sume to asi, ** Siiall we took lor care 
In admitting whom others present, 
li that which some of yourseives cone 
ter be at any time corruptly bestuw- 
ed’ A foul and ugiy kind of delor- 
Mmity tohath, it a man do Lut think 
What itis for a bishop to draw com- 
TnOGILy ut nd gain from those things 
whereot he 1s ieit a free bestower, 
and that in trust, without any other 
obiigation than his sacred order on- 
ly, and that religicus integri y which 
hath been presumed on in him. Si- 
montacal corruption, LT may not, tor 
hepour’s sake, suspect to be amongst 
ticn of so great place. So often they 
do not, I trust, offend by sae, as by 
unadvised gitt of such prelerments, 
wherein that ancient canon shoud 
specially be remembered, which 
lorbiddeth a bishop to be led by Au- 
van affection In bestowing the things 
of God.’? Hooker’s Ecclesiastical 
Polity, book vil. sect. 24. 

‘To you then, Reverend Fathers, 
do we look, as masters of a key 
Which is toletin orexclude the most 
daneerous enemies both of church 
and state. ‘Lo you we look, for an 
influence (may we say it?) which 
shall extend over the whole of that 
lay patronege, with which you are 
SO neseeaagoede | and necessarily in 
contact s—an istluence which shall 
a donanaatech you are so compe. 
tent to devise ) pradually bring to the 
docrs of your palaces, candidates 
lor preierment, wiio shall hereafter 
reflect neither on your own fidelity, 
nor on the dignity of that order over 
wh ich you preside. To rou we look 
for thatuuthoritative encouragement 
of learpinge and the study of theolo- 
PY, amonyst the youth as well as 


coe 
more advanced of yvour respective 
Gerey, which shall secure amongst 


them the spirit as weil as the form 
ef religion 5 or. at least, leave them 
without the excuse of »-norance for 
their mal-administrations, or, as it is 
studiously represented in effect, the 
excuse ol your ncgiect lor their own 
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To you most particularly we look, 
for controlling the outward beba- 
viour of our authorized instruc- 
ters, and for proscribing, from the 
leaders appointed to conduct us to 
heaven, those habits which inust in- 
evitably prove to us their indiife- 
rence as to what path we take. In 
a word, to you it belongs, we had 
aimost said exclusively, to stigma- 
tize with effect amongst them, *° as 
the worst heresy, a bad lile ;” and 
to make inattention to their Bibles 
or to their flocks, levity in amuse- 
ment, or worldliness in temper, a 
crime of deeper dye, as assuredly 
the Day of Judgment will make it, 
than even the utmost rigour in the 
opposite extreme, than either Cal- 
Vinism in doctrine or enthuslasm in 
ministerial labours. 
Potiores 

Herculis erumnas pean 2 sevoscue labores, 
Et venere, et cariis, et plumis Sardanapalt. 


(To be continu ade 


The Healing Waters of Bethesua: 
Sermon fireached at Buxton Wells, 
to the Company assembled there 


for the Benefit of the Medicinal 


Vivaters, on Whitsunday, June 2, 
18il. By the -“s oe AUDIUS 
Becwanan, D.D. late Vice-Pro- 


vost of the Collere of Fort Wil- 
Ham, in Bengal. J.ondon : Ca- 


dell and Davies. ISil. 36 Svo. 
pp. 36. 


Our readers are so well acquainted 
with the claims which the author of 
this sermon has on their attention, 
that we shall think It necessary to 
do little more than to apprize them 
of its publication. Tt wilt 
tionably be found inferior in interest, 
by those who much novelty, 

to his former dis 


fertor to noue of them In r 
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! irk 88 @ehens qu. f +m ey ee 
tne SOUnC crit OLUMal Imstruction 
ai] : ofy 7¢ a ae ee "lr" is. » tty , ba 2 | 
Wo) It CONVE V5 EROSEC WHO HaVe 
1*¢ he > b A 1 i > rrigyy ¢-:J- or el ’ ay 
i ul t the Vy OCPrmMmon (LAREN trom 
ithe Homilies) imsemed above in tie 


| 
present numHer, will 172 Lreuc k W it] } 


the identity of the sentiments eX- 


pressed in it, on the subject of man’s 


Review of Buchanan’s “ Healing 





Waiters of Bethesda.” 


[ Nor, 


fallen state, with those of Dr, Bp. 
chanan. “ The Scriptures declare,” 
our author telis us, ** that man was 
* created inthe image of God ;? tha 
is, he resembled God 1n those ni. 
ral qualities which a created being 
could possess. But man fell from 
this high estate, like * the angels 
which sinned’ and he thus lost the 
divine image.’ High intellectual 
qualities remain with man 3 but bis 
heart is depraved, and in his will and 
affections he 1s alienated from God, 
Now, our Saviour hath declared, thet 
man, being thus depraved by nature, 
must be renewed, and, as it wer, 
‘born again, belore he can see the 
kingdom of God. And this change 
of heart, and the grace which pro- 
duces it, are the subject of the glad 
tidines of the ane Man’s chief 
dignity then is, that he isa subject 
of mercy ; a candidate for a new na 
ture; an heirof immortality. Man 
lost the Image of Ged by the fai ; 
and the Son of God hath descenced 
from heaven to restore that image; 
that is, to restore it to such a degree 
of righteousness in this lite, that 
God may look upon it with compli 
cency, and receive it to himsell, to 
be perfected in glory.” 

We were struck with Dr. Buche 
nan’s remarks on the subject of re- 
The word * repent,” ? 
sometimes ambi 
suid to have * re 


pentance. 
- translation, 1S 
euous., Judas is 
pented himself’? But the word 
thus translated, peeraeeaySerr Sige 
nifics more properly anxiety and 
solicitude after the performance @ 
some action. The Christian grace 
oi re pent: ince is always expressed 
he word usravse, the proper sis 
which is, a change of 
mind from evil to good.  & It ise 
as Dr. Buchanan expresses it,“ 
change of heart from sin to "eb 
teousness 5 are volution, rather th yan 
a reformation ; a puiting off the old 
man, and putting on the new man. 
This change he describes as never” 
theless progressive, and as obtained 
by the use of the means which God 
hath appointed; the first step - 
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yards obtaining it being “* submis- 
sion of the understancing to the 
word of God. A man must become 


¢as a litle chiid’? 19 the presence of 


his heavenly Father, believing im- 
picidy his declaration that a hea- 
A ¢ " ™ 

yeniy influence is necessary to 
change the heart, and prayimg ecar- 
nesuy for thatinfluence. And it he 
be earnest In his suppiicauon, his 
prayer will be heard.’’ 

A note, inserted at the end of the 
sermon, so nearly expresses our own 
sentiments on the vain and iruitless 
controversial yanglings which have 
cisturbed the church during the last 
twelve or fifteen years, that we shall 
give it entire, happy in the opportu- 

lity of exhibiting so full and une- 
quivocal 4 confirmation of our own 
views, by one who has shewn him- 
seit to be a master in Israel. 

“It is not to be wondercd at, that some 
persons of liberal education should have 
such imperfect notions of Christian doc- 
trine ; tor they derive their divinity (if it 
may be called such) from the works of 
men, us if it were some human science, and 
not from the Bible. They take theirsystem 
vom some two or three authors known in 
their particular society, in favour of whom 
they have had an early prepossession ; and 
merely refer to Scripture (if they ever re- 
ferto it at all) for the quotations which 
support their system, In this way a man 
m™ Vv become a Papist, a Socinian, a Calvin- 
ist,or an Arminian, But in this wa,, he 
will hardly become a Christian, and ‘an 
heir of eternal life’ Let us remember the 
words of our Lord on this subject ; § Search 
the seriptures, for in them ye have eternal 
i He who, being qualttied by Provi- 
uence to read, does not search the Scrip- 
tures, 1s not worthy of the Scriptures, and 
willnot be likely to find out the religion 
Winch they teach. The opinions of authors 


Oo! this descrip (whose very lanruage 


—_~ 
2) 
aT 


1 

vs that they have not §scarehed the 
7 ave not worthy of notice. Our 
Saviour fas, again, cautioned us reainst 
OuOWIng implicitly the opinions of men of 
any attainments, or calling any man mas- 
cer ; saying, One is your Mas ster, even 
Christ. Call no man your father, upon the 
euth’— Mat, xxiii. 9. ‘lo this reverence 

we names upon the earth,’ are to be as- 
nas ‘d cinefly those contests about doc- 


nes and modes of worship, in which men 


fe ih 


Wo % 
‘ mptires 


sometimes wear away their lives, quoting 
each other, and * calling many men mas- 
ters.” Hence also proceeds the hatred to 
names of an opposite opinion. One man 
writes a book to prove that he is not a Cal- 
vinist, or that his church or sect is not Cal- 
Vinistic ; another, that he is not an Armi- 
nian, or that his church is not Armi- 
man; and neither of them, it may be, 
proves that he is a Christian. But he thinks 
that he has done somewhat, if he has taken 
his rank in the human scale ;—and having 
assumed this, he too often slumbers quiet- 
ly if his place to the end of life. Whereas 
he ought to have known, that one week’s 
labour in ‘preaching the word of life® to 
his flock, is more characteristic of a shep- 
herd of the sheep, than a whole year dedi- 
cated to such volumes ; 5 in Composing 
which, moreover, conscience too often 
bears witness that we are anxious and labo- 
rious architects of our own fame, and 

building up ourselves, instead of the church, 

‘To the same source also is to be as- 
cribed an opinion very common among su- 
perficial theologians, namely,—that every 
man, as well as themselves, must necessa- 
rily rank himself under some standard, and 
‘call some man master;’—than which there 
cannot be a sentiment more unfounded. 
The inteliigent Christian (like Paul the 
apostle ) acknowledzes no name but that of 
Christ. “‘Vhose ministers of Christ who are 
chiefiy instrumental in promoting his sp.l- 
tual kingdom at this day, would be asham- 
ed of the imputation, that they had taken 
their theology from any man. No: they 
have it not of men, — by man, but by 
Jesus Christ’—Gal.1 1.; and to this high 
extraction of thei do oat in they owe their 
success in preaching it to the people; a 
success which is wondered at by some, and 
unaccountable by them on any principles 
which compose their s\stem. 

But this propensity to render the reli- 
gion of Christ a human system is so gene- 
ral, that almost every man at this day, 
whose labours are useful in the church, is 
supposed to adhere to the tenets of some 
‘master,’ and mos: generally, of Calvin or 
Arminius. Nothing can so fully prove our 
assertion, §that in this age, as in that ot 
the apostle, many persons of liberal educa- 
tion know little of what is passmg in the 


church of Christ (which is confined to no 


particular communion), than such a suppo- 
sition. Ca'tvin and Arminius! Is it not an 
insult to men of intelligence and learning, 
humbly receiving the revelation of God, to 
suppose, that instead of drawing pure wa- 
ter from the fountain-head, they should 
drink from such shallow and turbid 
streams! Calyin and Arminius! These 





ee 





















































eee 









722 


might possibly have been very respectable 
men in their day (the former, indced, has 
shewn in his works more classical learning, 
profound knowledge of the Scriptures, 


splendid eloquence, and exalted powers of 


mind, than are to be found in the united 
works of the principal ps 
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the present day) ; but to compare the creg, 


of Calvin or Arminics with the fife. “giving 2 
doctrine of Christ, as illustrated by Lie 
‘chosen vessel? Paulthe apostle, would he 
to compare (if things so dissimilar mas. 
brought together) a hedge-stake i. 
pp. sip 4 of 


. | 
ve 


. Aaron’ Vs rod tirat b udded,’ 
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of the North of Kurope, in reval dto. 
cription of a new invented Lastrument for 

iNustratine on rational and scientific Prin- 


~De- 
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ciples the Structure and Theory of the He- 
brew language, by the Rev. Kobert Uve- 


dall ;—An Introduction to Historical, Phy- 


sical, and eyrn Geography, in 1 vol, 
Svo., by Mr. T. Mycrs, M. A. of th: 
Mil itary Ac “de iy, Woolwich ;—Elements 
of the History oi “Revolutionary Eurone, | 
: von Svo. by Mr. W. Tucker ;—The Life 
‘Lord Chanecllor Somers by ] “Tad 


t 5, 
psp mana, by Ry Sou they, ['sq.; 


also an Edition in 12mo, of his Curse of 


Kehama ;—in $ vols. 4to. Mr. Sincaton’s 
Reports, Estimates, &c. on Canals, far- 
bours, &c.;—and, A Second Edition oi 
Observations on some important — in 


chiefiy those in Controversy be- 


Divinity, 
and C alvini oe @ex- 


tween the Arminians 
tracted from an Author of the 


sur Wier us t nN yir 
Century, by Ely Bates, Esq. w ith RR, emarks 
Dy the Editor. 
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racter, and Remains of the 


The Life, Ch: 


late Rev. Richard Cecil Lave been just 
printed in one v clume ; which contains the 
> itroductory Mfatt to the Virst Volume 
i Ceci il’s Works ( (i tel nents fin 4 vols % 
aati 1 the whole of the fourth volere, ; 
The Rev, Josiah Pratt has just publish- 
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to ascertain the Hvyperthral in the ancient 
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» the same vear. The burrknot apple- 


u tee IS uncommanly pro¢ duciive. It never 
; arses bearing, not being so hable to blight 
S 3 7 mclement seasons “4S uther varietics. 
C Bm oohe trum as large, ns tints rese nib ling “the 
situa “) pippin, aid toe anigr ubout its SIZCe For 
’ culinary USes, itoswm not unferior to the 
mroicest codlin, and it keeps much better, 
Hie tree is not hable to canker, owing to 
tspet putter outa tap root, but spreac hinge 
‘ts numerous fibres fiom the knob horizon- 
tually, and tollaw nie the sot. 
OXNFORD. 
The Rev. Dr. Coie, rector of Exeter Col- 
leve, has been appointed avigpilodnerrt for 
isting Ve Che pro-vice-chancellors 
yerethe Rev. Dr. W. Landon, provost of 
Foreester; Rev. Dr. Parsons, master of 
Nuaol; Rev. Dr. Griffith, muster © f Uni- 
‘StS ; and Rev, Dr. Lee, presi dent o 
ibt . 
i, CAMBRIDGE. 
The Rev. J. Davie has been elected mas- 
i ror af Sydney Calicee, in the room of Dr. 
| fhe Latin declamation prize at ‘Trini 
i College, ius this year been adjudged tu 
r Mir. Barley. 
. Rev. Dr Ramsden, Deputy Regius Pro- 


cor of Divinity, and Pell w ot Prinity 
Colege, 18 clected a senior fellow of that 
Pe a iN he's room of the late Dr. Raine. 


he Rev George Frederick Tave!, M.A. 
} 
t 


, fy‘ : ee _ ee OES ee ee 
CS'SNEC the ofhiee of senior tutol of 2 Piaity 

‘in | rr " : : LL! 2 
h \e Mie ie on NMochaelmas day. nme is SUC- 
4 ‘ - , “i { ae a és es H > ae bg 
% edcd ti} the atin C Of LULOi by the Rev. 


haomMas Young, M. A. 


ie tr 
leony i ‘ n pt pe - a 
. Wiliam Robmson Gilby, William Henry 
VWeocel { led i ’ 2 Poe ¢ 2 ot 5 
huge, baomas Shaw Braudreth, and John 
‘ed f be ay . , i . . A oF fy me 3 7? 
: vurter, FE, qs. Gach lors of Arts, of ‘Lriniiy 
(at! apna 2, ae } ‘ iat ee 
’ slut Were on 'uUCcs lay elected CMOWS 
(fre — ont a 
ai sometys andthe Kev. Thaumas bur- 
> one oe , : 
: bo. A of ‘Truity tollee@e, was on tie 
, * ’ ; 
ne any elected a # ona fo tis 
, - 3 ' A , 
; fhe following gontlemen campese the 
‘ { ’ 
ihe Oe THIS Unive! einen 


9 
les 
7 
frysit—Siy Isaac Penninetor, 1. ). 
titi ) 
Ty . ’ TY 
| : 2 AVON, ICC losenh Vy itl 1, ts 
{ a a. ‘ai 
7 VEPs Christi 
; ‘en. fe 7 1 t ‘ae 
orn. Movent ——Joseph Shaw, M.A. Chris 
. Uaila 


i 


) ji€ I¢ , Ge 


=~ @ rm oe y 
eD Oytey, B.D. fll 
c tor DUS Crist Colle r wn VY sts OW |§ a 
AD” lecty wt Ci mstian Ady 3h } t! ‘ 


0; re Lanta ’ 
ste tate Dr, Pearson 





NORTH AMERICA, 


The Cherokee nation has at length, in 
full council, adopted a constitution, which 
embraces a simple form of government. 
‘he Jegislative and judicial powers are 
vested in a general council, with less ones 
subordmate. In this nation there are 
12,895 Indians. ‘The females exceed the 
niales by 200. The whites are S41, and 
one-third of these have Indian wives. Of 
nevro slaves there are 583. ‘The number 
of their cattle is 19,500; ot horses, 6100 ; 

i hogs, 19,600; of sheep, 1037. They 
have now in actual use, 15 grist-mills, 3 
saw-mills, 3 saltpetre- works, an d 1 powder- 
mill. ‘they have also 30 waggons, between 
480 and 500 plonehs, 1600 spinning-wiecls, 
‘67 looms, and 49 silversmiths. 


AZORES. 


Onthe 16th of June last, the crew of a 
British stoop, the Sabrina, observed two 
coltumns of white smoke arising from the 
sea, off the west end of the island of St. 
Michael’s, one of the Azores, which for 
some time ney supposed to be an engage 
ment, and mac le sail tow ards it; but were 
prevented be the wind dying away. The 
smoke con tinued to ascend with large flames 
of fire, and they then concluded it was 2 
volcano. Next day they were close in with 
the island of St Michiael’s , and found the 
volcano situated abuut we miles west of 
that stand, and still raging. On the 1l&th, 
the Sab mee Ww ont as near the volcanoas she 
could with safety, and found it still raging 
with violence, throw ing up from under the 
water large stones, cinders, ashes, &c. ac- 
companic d with several severe concussions. 
\bout noon on the same cay, they « obse erved 


! ‘ 7h? ‘ie ’ nw ste +” 
the mouth of the crater just showing itseli 
' 8) ‘ £ ¢}, pe lye, lr ay 

above the su rface of the sea, where there 
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svcre former! ly 40 fathoms or 240 feet ot 


vater. At three P.M. 1e day, it was 
bout SO feet above ihe surface of the wa- 
er, and about a furlong in leneth. On the 
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4th of July they again visited the volcano, 
and tound it perfectiv quiet. ‘They now 
went on siiore, and found it very steep, and 
its licight trom 200 to 300 feet. It was with 
diiticulty they were able to reach the top 
of tie island; which they at last effected, 
in a quarter where there was a gentle de- 
clisi'y 5 but the ground, or rather the ashes, 
composed of suiphureous maiter, dross of 
iron, &c. was so very hot for their feet, that 
they were obliged to return. They, how- 
ever, took possession of the island, in the 
name of fis Britannic Majesty, and left an 
Bagiish union jack flying on it. The cir- 
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eumference is from two to three miles. In 
the middle is a large basin of boiling water 
from whicha stream runs into the sea; and 
at the distance of fifty yards from the island 
the water, although thirty fathoms deep . 
too hot to hold the hand in. In short, the 
whole island is a crater: the cliff on th, 
outside appearing as walls, as steep Within 
as they are without. he basin of boiling 
water is the mouth, from which the smoke. 
&e. issued. Whenthe Sabrina left it, seve. 
ral parts of the cliff continued to smoke g 
little ; and it was the opinion that it Would 
soon break out again. 
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The Exaltation of the Messia 
of Consolation in Death; a Sermon, dcli- 
vered at High Wycombe, Bucks. By tlie 
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skITISH AND POREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY, 
(Concluded from page 661.) 

Jun remaining extracts from the Appen- 
ix to the last Report of this society will 
be of a miscellaneous description. 


xtract of a Letter from a Correspondent, 
dated Stoke, Dec. 3, 1810. 
* On board the Cater (the hospital ship, 
ontuining 130 prisoners), 1 gave 100 Tes- 
iments ; a larger proportion than L intend- 
d, as they were exceedingly desirous to 
have them. The surgeon accompanied me 
to their sick beds, and aided me in putting 
nto their hands the word of iife. Amony 
the number who gladly received them was 


’ 


the captain of the privatcer who lately en- 


v “gee the packet off the Lizard, and who 
sdangerously wounded, On board th 
Oiseau, conta, ing 293 young Men anc 
bovs, I gave S& ‘Lestaments. Here the 
ere much sougi.t after by schoolmasters 


2 | 
ind boys.” 
3 


ow lv 


+ 


On board ten chins a Oe le 
Jn voard ten Os , containing D9Lt Pri- 
sy this « espone ent distributed Liss 
'estaments, b ing, when ia the wpstance 
peciiicd above, a Testament to cach me 
Se mretel 4 of t » Lett ‘S, @ ‘ CCr- 
tribiete to the Societ 
Ira 1a VERE rat, rd @) MAI il i he North 
of in. CaN. 
ryt 
‘ he carerness to give, that was shewn 
t 


le re ligion S part of my congregation ; 


Christ, Olsers. No. 119 


TELLIGENCE. 


by those who stood in the aistes ; and even 
by the children of some charity schools, 
vas wonderful. They seemed to be afraid 
of being passed by ; and loaded the dishes 
of the ‘collec tors with such a quantity of 
pence, that they were obiiged to empty 
them into a basket, before they could tinish 
the collection.” 


. From a Clerzyman in North Wales, who 

bas recently remitted Subscriptions, Dona- 

cepa and Collections, amounting to up- 

‘ards of 4001 

“ Phe poor people willingly come for- 
ward, and are very glad to contribute their 
mites to assist the glorious cause ; and I 
cannot but receive them with thankfulness. 
‘Phe poor children in the Sunday-schools 
feel so thankful for their Bibles,with which 
they are plentifully and cheaply supphed 
by the care and hberality of the Socicty, 
that hey feel a pecuhar pleasure in contri- 
butihe the little they used to spend in their 
common recreations, towards the funds of 
he imstitution, to which they are so much 
indebted.  Itg is their free-will offering, 

ithout any solicitation on my part.” 
from the Hon. Mrs. Dated 

March 31, 1811. 

© T have the honour to transmit another 
ve ears account of the manner in which the 
Scriptures committed to my care have been 
yaa dof; which nape will meet with 
the approbation of Committee of the 
and Sodan Bible Society. 
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* The number of Bibles and Testaments 
given to soldiers may appear considerable ; 
but L was induced to comp!y with some 
applications from soldiers who keep schools 
for the instruction of the poor children of 
their respective regiments, as I knew they 
could not obtain them from any other quar- 
ter. ‘The poor sick men from Portugal, 
and the hospit tals, have had a part; and I 
hone the Committee will net disapprove of 
the number given to soldiers embarking 
for foreign service; especially when they 
are informed, that thev were received with 
the most lively gratitude, accompanied by 
prayers for those unknown benefnctors who 
had bestowed on them such precious gifts. 

“ The foreign soldiers quartered in this 
neighbourhood have also received the Hi- 
bles and Testaments most thankfully. I 
have every reason to think the sale of Bi- 
bles and Testaments to soldiers and sailors 
is productive of much good ; and 1 feel 
Committee would be 


assured, that the 
witness the 


high!v eratified, could they 
thankful expressions which are frequently 
excited by the opportunity thus afiorde d 


these poor men of possessing the Word of 


Goxl, 

‘ Miv correspondence abroad has been 
more limite] than it was last year; but 
I have had the satisfaction of hearing from 
several persons, that the Portuguese Tes- 
taments were inquired after with much ea- 
serness, and joyfully received at Lisbon 
and Oporto, 

“© ] have sent the I is: eel Scriptures to 
for sale, or 


JWENnCEe 


different places abroad, eithe 
for eraiuitous cist ribution, in conse: 
ef earnest entreaties that more migit be 
sent out. 

“French Testaments have been grate- 
fully received in New Brunswick, to which 
place Lhave forwarded a further supply ; 
being informed bien much anxiety prevail- 
‘French Catholics of that pro- 
5 ai Testament iat! 
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me to them bein r circulated amongst 
id having even pur. 
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chased some themse'ves.”? 
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This lady, in the esurse of the vear, cise 
tributed 3033 cenies of the Erelish Serip- 
tures, 458 of The SHan} sh, $10 OT the Por. 
tuenese, 595 of the German, 3118 of the 
French, 305 of the Ttalian, I88 of the 


Dutch, 92 ofthe Danish, 25 of the Weish, 


and 59 of the Gaelic rip tures, (0 con. 
victs, prisoners of war, cartels, solcicrs, 
and suilors, &c. ¢ 


the Scriptures. 


c.: in atl, 8596 copies of 


The Third Penort of the Cork Bible Sea. 


: } ' " Mayle nrecider 
eretyv, the Rishon of Cork president, Cone 
‘ nd eh See , £F . ~~ — 
LaLoS the LOUIWInNG WiC Cun stacement, 
« 
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“ Your Committee cannot conclude theip 
Report without taking notice of a eis. 
stance connected with this institution Which 
they think particularly worthy of being re. 
corded. Inthe month of April last, some 
poor Welsh sailors solicited from the Rey, 
Mr. Fle gtr the use of his meeting-house 
in Cook-street, for the purpose of having 
divine wors hip in their own language. 
Hearing that there was a Bible Society j in 
this city, they agreed to contribute some. 
What mn aid of its funds, as a testimony of 
gratitude to the great Being who § guides 
the mariner through the trackless deep,’ 
and who had just conducted them in safety 
to their destmed port, The fruit of their 
pious gratitude to Heaven, was a collection 
of one pound seventeen shillings,which was 
handed to the Secretary at the last annual 
meeting, andis taken into account. 

‘This tru'y interesting circumstance 

ecems a striking proof of the blessed ef. 
fects to be expected from such a society, 
These poor mariners, belonging to a class 
of people so seldom acquainted with any 
thing but vice, had reaped in their owa 
souls the benefits of the bounty of the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society, by means 
of which great numbers of copies of the 
Scriptures in the Welsh language had been 
distributed throughout their highly favour- 
ed country. 

‘Ata distance from their native land, 
unknowing and unknown, behold the pleas- 
ing spectacle of these pious sailors, instead 
of squandering their hardly earned, but 
scanty means, In benim profligacy and dissi- 
Pp: ition so usual amongst persons of their 
class, consulting <i they might best pro- 
inote the cause of God, and giving with a 
iF berality, which must lave called for self- 
denial in other respects, for the purpose of 
imparting religious instruction to total 
strangers—ellects seldom witnessed, but 
where the heart as well as the understand- 
ing has felt the benign infiuence of Cliris- 
tianity |! Who, on reading such an instance 
of the genuine operation of religion, can 
withhold his admiration ? Who, in devout 
acknowledgement ae hand of the Father 
til mercies, fram whom every good gift 

roceedeth, can avoid exclaiming, ¢ What 
hatt h God wrought ! 

“ “Ho the con lnctors of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society it will doubtless 
prove a hisarhy ¢ 4 rratification to learn, in this 
little aneedate, that their work has been 
so blessed of God, and that their bread, 
thouch east upon the waters, has been thus 
found afier many days.’ To the wealthy 
inhabitants of this city and county, it sets 4 
brieht example, net however unaccompa- 
nied with a mild rebuke of the too genera 
coldness of their zeal, and comparative = 
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oifference about the best interests of their 


fojlow-men, When so small a proportion of 


the affluent and great are found to contri- 
bute out of their 

sharities ; and even of those who do lend 
pecuniary aid, so very few are induce d to 
use the no less important means of person- 
al influence and exe hese n, for the dissemi- 
nation of the Holy Seriptar 

“May all who re: we of the above occur- 
rence, so interesting to the fricnds of the 
Bible, catch a gpa ‘kk of that sacred fire 
which warmed and ex panded the hearts of 
those humble mariners ! May we all obe- 
djently hear the voice of Him, who himself 
went about doing good, e mphatically CX- 
jor ting each individtial amongstu s through 
their example, to a zealous imitau on of 
this disting ished work of faith ! 


aw 


ptures, 


The Report of the Manchester and Sal- 
ford Austharv Bible Society, of which Dr. 
Blackburne, the Warden oi Manchester, 
s president, states, that they had distri- 
buted 70090 copies of “the Scrip tures in the 
preceding six months. We transcrbe a 
part of the lke port. 

4 - that union of natural influence with 
cligions zeal and wisdom, and in those 
’ ast and successful operations which dis- 
tineuish the British and Foreign Bible So- 

ciety, in a degree hitherto unexar upled, 

\our Committee recognise the growing 
usefulness which must ‘attach to the con. 
tioned exertions of the Manchester and 
Salford Ausiliary Society. Associated both 
in spirit and in fact with that powerful in- 
n, and contributing annually to re- 

plenish its funds, it derives in return the 
most substantial advantages, and renders 
itself an active instrument in the dissemi- 
nation of Knowledge and happiness to the 
ignorant and the miserable, wheresoever 
abiding on the face of the whole earth. 
Is there at this time a ray of holy light, 
cheering the dark abode of the deve Esqut- 
maux ? Has the Day-star risen in his heart, 
r clieving the darkness of the shadow a 
death ? Your society has a part in the dis- 
ponent of the blessing, and a recompense 
already in the sweetness of the reflection ! 
Is there a a poor foreigner, whom the fate of 
war has brought into the prisons of this 
nipper land, whose fainting soul is now 
tasting refreshment at the Fountain of life ? 
He owes that refreshment to the Bible, 

which has been graciously put into his 
hand ; and your soc ietv shares in the glo- 
is ofthe blessed ministration ! Is Poland 


ctitny! Hon 


‘out to have a Bible in her native tongue, 
se the hs ap ess millions of her afflicted po- 


tho 


alation Assuredly she is—-her consola- 


‘abundance to this first of 
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tion is near at hand ; and for this she is in- 
debted, under a favouring Providence, to 
the rich munificence of the British and Fo- 
reign Bible Society ; and every subscriber 
to the provincial instituuon (who does not 
envy him the pure dcight ?) hath the pri- 
vileye of being auxihary to tis divine and 
merciful work, by the association of his 
bounty with the funds and Christian bene- 
velcnce of the parent society.” 


The net receipts of the year preceding 
the Sist of March 1811, amount to 24,653/, 
53.7 ‘Vie net payments during the sanie 
period amount to 28,502/, 13s. 7d. 


NAVAL AND MILITARY BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The sole object of this institution is to 
distribute Bibles among the sailors and 
soldiers of the British navy and army. it 
took its rise in 1780. It is placed under 
the patronage of the Dukes of York and 
Gloucester ; the Archbishop of Canterbu- 
ry is president ; and the Bishop of Dur- 
ham, Earls Spencer, Dartmonth, and Rad- 
nor, Lords W illoughby de Broke, and 
Gambier, Hon. P. ] -usey, Sirs W. Pepper- 
el! and Bernard, Barts. Gen. Manners, 
and W. Wilberforce, and R. Thornton, 
kiss. vice-presidents. 

Kany ne wal and military officers of high 

‘ank have from time to time applied to the 
society, expressing their strong approba- 
tion of its designs, and have, from their 
owa observation, testified that the Holy 
Scriptures, which teach men to be faithful 
servants of God, teach them also to be 
faithful servants of their king and country, 
The claims of our sailors and soldiers upon 
us are urgent. ‘To them, under God, are 
we indebted, for the maintenance of all 
that is dear to us cither as a nation or as 
individuals, This very we: however, 
exposes their lives to peculiar hazards, and 
makes it doubly our duty to furnish tLer 
with the means of preparation for it. This 
itis which the Naval und Military Bible 
Society proposes exclusively to do ; name- 
ly, to distribute amoag our soldiers and 
sailors Bibles and Testaments only, without 
note or comment ;—an object well calcu- 
lated to unite all good men in its support, 
especially as we perceive, from the Rules, 
that all contributors of a guinea a year, or 
of ten guineas in one sum, become, with- 
out any further cuahfication or inquiry, 
governors of this institution. 

The funds of this society arc low, The 
re ceipts of the last year amounted only to 
302/. Their distribution to the army and 
navv amounted, however, to 1848 Pibies 


and 25 Testaments; and at the time of 
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making their Report for the last year, 
there were before the Committee applica. 
tions for Bibles and Testaments from 21,420 
British sailors and soldiers. With these 
applications, except to avery limited extent 
indeed, namely, about 5000 Bibles, it would 
be imposstble for thein to comply without 
an enlargement of their funds. 

The Committee, in their Report, very 
Strongly urge 
ihe society, to an increase of personal ex- 
ertion in its favour—and surely they can- 
not exert themscives in a better cause— 
with a view both to make the benevolent 
design of the mstitution more generally 
known, and to obtain such farther pecunl- 
ary support as may enabie the society to 
answer the demands made upon it for the 
Holy Scriptures by the gallant defen 
our lives and liberties. 

The Committee advert to the 
effect produced on the funds of this institu- 
tion, by an erroneous idea that it was in 
some measure identified with the British 
and etic Bible Society, or at least de- 
rived such aid from its funds as rendered 
ind ida contributions less necessary. It 
has, however, setaed no aid whatever of a 
pecuniary kind trom that socicty.—Others 
have suppose «dl the continuance of the Na- 
val and Military Bible Society to be render- 
ed unnecessary by the establishment of the 
British and Foreign Bible Sec! 
tial objects of the former ne "rine 
inthe unlimited aibiinen of the taiter. The 
Committee, however, arvue, and we think 
with perfect justice, that there is ample 
room for an institution which shail devote 
its \ vhole attention to the gratuitous dis 
bution of Bibles among the sailors and soi- 
‘There isa 
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atar i me! 


stri- 


ciers of ournavy and army. “ 

wide ficid for usefulness,” ing observe, 

open to each, and ample seope for the ex- 
~ 


ertions ¢ both. * Let this sanicee imitate 

the brisht example of the British and bo- 
reign Bible Socicty. If we had funds as 
abundant, fii ie nds as numerous, zealous, 
and persevering, upwards of 460,000 souls 
in Gut Briish’ and navy, whom we 
profess to take underourc utd prove 
full employment for our resources.” “Our 
cause is a cood one, and calls loudty for in- 
dividual and eco sertion, ‘There is 
hfe is short } uncer- 


"jy ry qa? 
a? m , 


rs "L's 
ath, \ ‘ 


twp e 


. é-mmn ta Moa lac? - 
ate) ume iw Be OSE = ana 


. a | ’ r ' =~ 
4 oy 08s ‘ yr} to _~ oC? > ; . 
tain to all, but to the savior and soldier ne- 
’ 
VHAPly perPe carious Warne CamMpaitn, cne 
7 . , ? : ’ 
4 soy 4tt . 4 .t j a 
} Ne ) ¢ ‘ it — Wi) ji ‘ 1¢ ‘a 1 Y aUundreds, 
. .¢ le * a a 7 . 
pernaps i MUSANCS, MLO Creer and it 
. iy. +. me Cc ’ , i 7 2 
oa One . | a% Po 4 ‘ P , s ewes - 
1S Lue Uh eri} Diivire re O% Lie ou cal os anc Vale 
+ Sangege Ssivtgn Gy Seti t lhe em: Tanwar in niar 
-t ‘ yi 3: SOCICLV tO Re CMHDOved FH > BCe 
e oxy et tlhactw wanahk tho . tritsivae 
CV Ensticcd BS i ar Lp © » - ‘ es) t AK a * 


Relig, tntell.—Naval and Military Bible Society. 


every individual member of 


ders of 





[ Noy, 


which are able to make them wise unto 
everlasting salvation.’ 

The Appendix to the Report contains 
letters from naval and military officers, fron, 
which we add a few extracts. 


Extract of a Le etter from an Officer of the 
Roy al X Navy, upon a foreign Station, dated 
the Oth of Oct. 1805. 

“Tam commanded by to express 
to vou his acknowle dem ents for your eee 
ot the second of March last, accompanying 
a supply of 400 Bibles for the use of "ts 
Majesty? s ships on this station, 

‘The commander in chief ronments von 
hi be pleas sed tu express to tl ie Commit. 
ce of the Naval and Military Bible Societ, 

his best thanks for their carly attention to 

mv letter, conveving his request that the 

iniportant benefits circulated through their 

valuable exertions, micht be extended to 
that part of the royal navy stationed in this 
remote country, 

“The books have been distributed to 
the several ships, accompanied by a gene. 
ral memorandum to the squadron, of which 
I have the honour to enclose a copy for the 
satisfaction of the Committee ; and I trust 
the advantages which will bene trom thus 
placing a kno wledge of religion within the 
reach of those w ai demoed persons on 
beard, may be extended by mutual exam. 
pie, and improved by the attention of the 
commanding officers to these most impor 
tant considerations. 

* Untilnow,the ships have been so scan- 
ty supphed with the Seriptures, that it 
was scarcely possible to rekeve the lowe: 
ranks on board from the extreme ignorance 
of the principles of Christianity, so 
fatally nrevalent among them. Should the 
funds of the Society admit, it would be ex- 
tremely desirable to supply the squadren 
with a further number, so as that nearly 
every mess might be provided with a B. 
gle ; perhaps this will be alicavicr demand 
than can conveniently be complied with. 
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ayidence a spirit of piety. In looking over 
the list, 1 see ‘his regiment is not of the 
number of corps that hav e already received 
Bibles from the Society, but 1 have been a 
supplicant so ofien, 1 am almost ashamed 
again to mention it ; however, the cause is 
great and good, and therefore 1 must not be 
ashamed to plead in favour of the brave 
men in question, Their number is 580. 
Will you have the goodness to be their ad- 
vocate with the Society, in the hope i 
the word of life among them will be attend- 
ed with good —the Lord give iis blessing, 


and ail will be well.” 


Extract of a Letter from a foreign Garrison, 
dated August 16th, 1810. 


«J feel much indebted to you for your 
kind offer, and will avail myself ‘uf'so favour- 
able an opportunity to apply for some Bibles 
for the use of our garrison. We have about 
12U0 men, most of whom, J believe, are des- 
‘tute of Bibles; indeed, as books, like most 
other things, are sold here at an advanced 
price of two hundred per cent. soldiers can- 
not aflord to buy them ; you will therefore 


much oblige me by putting me ina Way of 


obtaining a supply. lam rejuteed to finda 
disposition among many to read the Scrip- 
tures, and trust that, by Ged’s blessing upon 
the circulation of them, this barren wilcer- 
ness may become the garden of the Lord.” 

Subscriptions are received by the trea- 
surers, Mr. Ambrose Martin, Charlotte- 
street, Bloomsbury, and Mr, J. Stephenson, 
Wiiham-street, Ghatham-place: by Mr. 
Hatchard, 190, Piccadilly ; and by ditierent 
panking-houses in Lendon. 


Z2DUCATION ON THE PRINCIPLES OF 
THE ESTABLISHED CHURCH, 


We briefly alluded in our last Number to 
the institution of a society for exte nding 
efits of education, on the principles 
of the Established Church, to the poor 
‘throughout the kingdom. We now lay be- 
lore our readers an account of the proceed- 
ngs which have led to the formation of this 
most interesting institution. 

“‘ That the national religion,” it 1s ob- 
erved inthe Prospectus, « should be made 


1 
the be 


the foundation of national education, and 


ould be the first and chief thing taught to 
© poor, according to the excellent liturgy 
nd ¢ d catechism provided by our church for 
t purpose, must be admitted by all 
“ends to the Establishment ; for if the 
‘eat body of the nation be educated in other 
“ineiples than those of the Kstablished 


C} une h, the natural oS wae must be 


icnate the minds of the people from it, 
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or render them indiflerent to it; which may, 
in succeeding generations, prove fatal to the 
church, and to the state itseli. it nust, 
indeed, be admitted im this country of civil 
and religious liberty, that every man has a 
right to pursue tie plan of education that 1s 
best adapted to the religion which he him- 
self professes. W hatever religious tenets, 

therefore, men of other persuasions may 
think proper to combine with the mechian- 
ism of the new system, whether tenets pe- 
culiar to themsetve s, or tenets of a more 
general nature, they are free to use the new 
system so combined, without reproach or 
interruption from the members of the Esta- 
blishment. On the other hand, the mem- 
bers of the Establishment are not only war- 
ranted, but in duty bound to preserve that 
system as originally practised at Madras, 
in the form of a Church of England educa- 
tion. The friends, therefore, of the Lsta- 
blishment, throughout the kingdom, are 
earnestly requested to associate and co-ope- 
rate, for the purpose of promoting the edu- 
cation of the poor in the doctrine and disci- 
pline of the Established Church. Itis hoped 
that such co-operation will not be wanting, 
when the object in view is nothing less than 
the preservation of the national religion, by 
ensuring tothe great body of the people an 
education adapted to its principles. Witha 
view of promoting such co-operation, and 
with the intent of laying the foundation of 
a society which shall e xtend its influence 
over the whole kingdom, a number of per- 

sons, friends to the Establishment, at a 
meeting holden on the 16th dav of October, 

S11, his Grace the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury in the chair. Resolved, that such a 
society be now constituted, and that mea- 
sures be taken for carrying the same into 
effect ; and that for this purpose the Arch- 
bishop of Can terbury, for the time being, 
be president ’ 

A Committee having been appointed, to 
consider of rules and regulations for the 
constitution and government of the Society, 
made their Report to a general meeting on 
the Qist of October, which was unanimous- 
ly adopted. The rules are as follows : 

‘© That the title of the society now con- 
stituted be ¢ The National Society for pro- 
moting the Education of the Poor in the 
Prin ciple s of the Established Church, 
throughout England and Wales,’ 

“ That the sole object of this Society 
shall be, to instruct and educate the poor 
in suitable learning, works of industry, and 
the principles of the Christian religion, ac- 
cording to the Established Church. 

“That his Grace the Archbishop of 
York, and the Right Reverend the Bishops 
of both provinces, for the time being, be 
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vice-presidents, together with ten temporal 
peers or privy-counscilors, tu be nominated 
by the president and other vice-presidents 
for the present, and as vacancies may hap- 
pen in future. 

“ That a Committee of Sixteen, besides 
the president and vice-presidents, who are 
members ex officio, be appointed to manage 
the affairs of the Society, for the present 


vear, by the President and the Bishop of 


London, and such other bishops as shall be 
intown. A fourth part of the said sixteen 
to resign their office at the end of tlie year, 
but to be capable cf immeciate re-clection. 
A double list shall be formed by the presi- 
dent and vice-presidents, out of which the 
annual gencral meeting shall elect the per- 
sons who are to fill up the vacanc ic 
“ That a general meeting b 
nually in the ‘month of May or 
tener, if the Committee shal think it cxpe- 
dient, when a Report of the Society’s pro- 
ceedings shall be ‘made, a statement of the 


L Nor, 


accounts for the vear be laid before the 
meeting, and the vacancies m the Comp, ite 
tee filled up as above stated. 

“ That all subscribers of not less tp, an 
one guinea annually, ov benefactors to the 
amount of ten guineas, be gualificd to at. 
tend such meeting.” 

His Grace the ee ieee of Canter. 
bury was requested to lay the proceedings 
of this mee ting before his Royal Hichness 
the Prince hee ‘chit 

The above proceedings 
been laid seal ; re his Royal Highn Os6 
Prince Regent, who his is been p! ley 
sienify his entire approbation of us Stine, 
and has graciously condescended to offer tg 
become the Patron ofthe Society 

The Rev. Mr. Norris, of Grove Street 


ative Poy 


hav eC accor, 1 iy 


has undertaken to officiate as ke. 


Rooks of subse) 1 tion: 
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Hlacknev, 
Creuary, 
at the banking 
mersley, Hoare , sikes, Rubarts, Williams 
Losanguct, and Buldero, 


-houses Of disrummoned, tiom, 
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FOREIGN IN TELLIGENGE. 
‘Une army of Lord Wellington continued, 
down to the beginning of this month, to oc- 
cupy the banks of the Coa, his head-quar- 
ters being at Frenada; the main body of the 
opposing army being cantoned in the neigh- 
bourhood of Placentia. On the night of the 
14th of October, Don Julian Sanchez, a 
Spanish partizan, posted ¢ aparty of men in 
2 convenient place fc yy surp rising ¢ and carry. 
ing off the cattle of the garrison of Ciudad 
Rodrigo, when they should be sent out, as 
was usual, to graze under the guns of the 
fort. He not only succecded in this object, 
but was so fortunate as to gct possession at 
the same time of the governor of that for- 
tress, General Regnau Id, who, with a smali 
escort, had gone across the A eueda. The 
general has since arrived in Vogland, 

A much more important atinir took y ‘0g 


about afortnight a after onal. Lord Welling. 


ton had ordered Lieutenant-General bill to 
endeavour to force back a considerable body 
of French troops, under General Girard, 

which had sdtunnel from Mer id 2toCaccres 
on the Tagus, with the view of interrupting 
the regular supply of provisionstoour 
On the 


ar ny ye 
e anproach of General Hill, the French 
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General endeavoured to regvain Merida; bu‘, 
while pursuing this object,one of his colunins 
was surprised, at a place called Arroyo des 
Molinos. General Girard himself, though 
badly wounded, escaped to the meuntauis 
with three hundred men, follow cd,however, 
by a body of Spamards; two hundred 
French were killed; and one thousand were 
taken, including Generals Brun and the 
Prince D’Aremberg, two colonels, and forty 
officers, witb ail their artillery and baggage 

The army of Ballasteros, being closely 
pressed by a French force under General 
Godinot, was obliged to take shelter under 
the walls of Gibraltar. ‘The French ad- 
vanced to St i and seemed to threaten 
the siege of Tarifa, After remaining there, 
however, about aweck, finding that large 
reinforcements were likely to arrive from 
Cadiz at Aleesiras, they retired towards 
Ronda, pursued by Ballesteros. 
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The F rench, under Suchet, having ad- 
hae into the pre ovince of Valencia, were 
obliged to Jay siege to the fortress of Sa- 


gun inte, where they appear to have met 
with a formidable resistance. After a prac- 
ticable breach had been cflected, the ar my 


Pg on oad eS Z ee UE, ~ 
of General Blake approached to its relief 























besieged were induced to capitulate. 


tne 

Syeyet 1S expect d to lay siege to Valencia. 
H ” At Cadiz, great discontents have been ex- 
cited among the people by an expectation 


‘ha. the wae” ition would be est: shiiched by 
Cortes If this be true, they do not de- 
.jo retain their power ‘for a single day. 


ba being defeated in 4 severe engagement, 
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a measure, therefore, would indicate either 
absolute fatuity, or treachery. Nothing could. 
so effectually serve the purposes of Bona- 
parte, as a law of the Cortez, fixing on the 
necks of the Spanish people the dreaded 
yoke of the inquisition. 

Spanish America continues to be con- 
vulsed by civil war. In the Caraccas, the 


S er les, to what districts is It at pres sent or pposition to the new government is stated 
> jie sich a monstrous act of legislation can — to have been nearly subdued by General Mi- 
exvend? With the exception of Cadiz, and = randa, who took New Valencia on the 12th 
y _few other fortified places, they retain no of August. Coro alone held out, 
actual Oc’ upancy y of any Spanish territory, Bonaparte returned to Paris, from his 
’ certainly not Of any Spanish proyinee, Sueh tourin the Netherlands, on the 11th instant 
Q 
a 
GREAT BRITAIN. 
DOMPSTIC INTELLIGENCE, ges from this circumstance must be 
: state ol the King’s health would ap- great. The quartern loaf is now Is. 6d. No 
i, from the terms of the Bulletins, to folly, however, can be greater than that 
we uidergone no material alteration. lt which expects to alleviate the evil by such 
probable, “however, from various circum-  Mcans. 
sjances, that his strength has greatly de- It is with sincere pleasure that we an- 
ined; and all hope of his rec covery, We nounce, that Government have expressed, 
lieve, has now nearly vanished. We shall through the Commander in Chief, their in- 
ain more precise information on this in- tention of establishing regimental schools, 
te esting and painful subject when parlia- for the care and instruction of the children 
ment shall assemble, which itis appointed — ¢ f the non-commissioned officers and sol- 
iodo on the 7th of January. ciers. These schools are to be conducted on 
, the following legal appointments have the plan recommended by Dr. Bell, and 
taken place in Scotland The Right Ho- adopted with great success atthe Roval Mi- 


wile C. Hope has been appointed Pre 
r sdent of the Court of Session; and has 
. PF ooeen succeeded as Justice Clerk by the 
Right Honourable D. Bovle | Lord Wood- 
F houselee fills the vacant oidiice in the Court 


u 
hUSULICIAry, 


3 I rd Archibald Hamilton has been elect- 
rv ‘Lord Rector of the University of Glas- 
e. ip | he unsu Ces sful candi face was Lord 
ly ‘ebay 
al ~The tial of the Catholic dclezates under 
a the lrish convention act, has commenced ; 
"a nut little progress has hitherto been made, 
on the court having been emploved in discus. 
ey oe Wyoe oe oblrections and Poms 
re tlaw, The grand jurv have found true 
m ls of 5 rei ictm ent a ainest the del St'Cs 5; 
ds ; he only dclegate vet tried, Dr, Sheri- 
Cah, Was eon utttedh, 
Concidarahtia.,. Lowa tal-anr nia 9%} Ne 
(J. : iit ia AAC PLOLS HAVE tit LC Dace LRpones 
ae ws Mantiiacturcers of Nottingham, in conse- 
ae ence, as is allesed, of the introduction of 
et oa, stocking-frame, which serves consi- 
ny derably to abrid¢ e the peers of mannal 
ny our required for this branch of manufuc- 
ure, M any of the frames have been broken, 
sf other acts of ag comnitt: dl ; but 
mailits ary hh aving been called in, it was 
ed that these outraces would cease. The 
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litary Asylum at gore san and the com- 


mancding officers of riments are directed 
to jook out for persons calculated for teach- 

- reve . R we" : z a 
: ‘© The object or these institutions,” it 
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main ie Children’s minds early habi 
a hee Lascliaene nel 3 lives . } 

OF morabity, Gbeaience, ana NGUSUEPV, andto 
sive them that portion of learning which 
nay qualify them for non-commissioned of- 
ficers. With this view the Commander in 
Chiefdesives you will be verv careful in the 
selection of the person you propose for the 


siperintendance of the e schol which should 
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We mentioned od our last Number the 
capture of two French irigates in the Indian 
The engagement appears to have been 
very severe. On board our three ships, 


twenty-five were killed, and eighty-five 
wounded, On spray or one of the capture: 


4 


wounded amounted to 
forty-five. The Clorinde, 
wintels onmneum’ Breck atescnte . ‘ 
vhich escaped, had struck her colours, bus 
got of in the night 


ships the killed as 
7 
one hundred and i 


© 
Some ot our cruizers have been activels 
i te bata ) Geepinets on with the Spanish 


ye soe : 4 

guerfias, and in co-operation also with G: 
! ‘ ia si . 

neral Ballaste eros, on the coast of Snaiv. 
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In the Mediterranean, the Active frigate, 
Captain Gordon, attacked a convoy lying in 
the harbour ot Ragosniza, after having ob- 
tained possession of the batteries on shore. 
The result of the attack was, that three 
gun-boats and eighteen merchantmen were 
taken, and ten burnt. 


Ecclesiastical Preferments.—— Answers to Correspondents. 


Several of the enemy’s privateers hay; 
been taken by our ships ; and a large praam, 
of four twenty-four pounders and sixty men, 
has been captured in the roads of Calais by 
the Skylark sloop, which at the same time 
drove the Commodore’s praam on shore, 





ECCLESLASTICAL PREFERMENTS. 


Rey. Dickens Haslewood, vicar of Ay- 
cliff, Durham, Sacrist and Librarian of 
Durham cathedral. 

‘The Rev. Edw Valpy, B. D. of Keading, 
elected Head-master of the Free-school, 
Norwich, 

Rev. James Wright, Hinderclay R. Suf- 
folk. 

Rev. Wm. Morrice, D. Tackley R. 
Oxon, vice Finch, deceased. 

Kev. Charles Mytton, Eccleston R. Che- 
shire. 

Rev. R. Massie, Aldford R. Cheshire. 

Rev. Fdward Wallis, W scaataie R. Lin- 
colnshire, vce Bowyer, resigned. 

Rev. J V. Chute, M. A. South Picken- 
ham &. Nortolk. 

Rev. Jamcs Newcombe, B. A. 
vicar, sub-treasurer, and custos of Exetcr 
cathedral, Willand it. Devon. 

Thomas Robinson, M. A. Saint Hi- 


Dean’s 


Rev. 
ary V. Cornwall, v/ce Hitchens, deceased. 
Rev. Henry Fielding, Crundale R. Kent. 
Rev. Wm. Rous Ellicombe, M_ A. Clist 
St. George R. Devon, vice Rous deceased. 
Rev. Vaughan Thomas, B. D. Dunst- 
bourn Rous R. Gloucestershire. 
Rev. Rich. Venables, Clirow V. Radnor. 


Rev. John Hayter, Henworth R. Suffolk, 
vice Rev. Wm. Moore, resigned. 

Rev. Wm. Speare, D. D to a Prebend 
of Exeter cathedral, wee Rev. Sir Harry 
Trelawny, bart. resigned, 

Rev. Thomas Bromieyv, M. A. Bishop- 


stone R. Wits. 


Rev. Mr. Barnes, of Berwick- -Upon- 
Tweed, a Minor-canon of Durham cathe. 
dral, vzce Jackson, deceased. 

Kev. William Camplin, Clatworthy R. 


Somersetshire. 
Rev. H. He'yar, Pendomer V. Somerset, 
Kev. J. Ro Thac keray, M. A. Downham 
Market RK. Norfolk. 
Rev. J. Prowett, M. A. Edburton R. 


Sussex. 

Rev. James Morgan, D. D. prebendary of 
Gloucester cathedra , Llantrissent V. South 
Wales, vice Rickards, deceased. 

Rev. R. Stephenson, Witchford V. vic. 
Whish, deceased, 

Kev. John Lamb, Stretton R. Rutland. 

Rev. Wm. Moore, Chagford R. Devon. 

Hon, and Rev. Richard Bruce Stopford, 
M. A. one of his Majesty’s chaplains, t 
a Prebend of Hereford cathedral. 

Ilon. and Rev. George Herbert, B. A. 
Tibenham V. Norfolk. 

Rev. W. Newcome, M. A. Belaugh f. 
with Scottow V annexed, Norfolk. 

Rev. Wm. Edge, B. A. Naughton R. Sul 
folk. 

Kev. 
Nortolk. 

Rev.J G Sherer, Godmersham and Chal 
lock united VV. Kent. 


Nath. Colville, M. A. Brome R 


DISPENSATION. 
Rev. Peter Sand ford, M. A.tohold New 
suit} 


ten R. Iste of Ely, with Fulmodestone with 
Croxton R. Noriolk. 
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The account of the High Wycombe Auxiliary Bible Society, it 
published without wih rity, as a Correspondent supposes. 


Earl ‘Temple should have been omitted 
pleasure in now adding it. 


IRRESPON DENTS, 


) A CurrGoyMaw or THE Cuurcn or ENGLAND; J. E.; H. 
M.P.; R.H.S.: A Counrry CLERGYMAN; and R.; will be ad 
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among the vice-presidents. We have g' 


We had neither seen nor heard any thing of the trial, inthe Court of Arches, of whic 


an account has been sent us. 
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